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Serena Juchnowski (18)
Mixed feelings accompanied the 

National Rifle Association’s decision to 
move their high power national matches 
from Camp Perry, Ohio to Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana for the summer 
of 2017. Traditionally, Camp Perry’s 
famed annual National Matches include 
both National Rifle Association (NRA) 
and Civilian Marksmanship Program 
(CMP) sanctioned matches for pistol 
and high power rifle. Several months 
after the 2017 schedule was finalized 
and arrangements were beginning to 
be made, the NRA announced its move 
from Camp Perry to Indiana. This 
left many shooters having to choose 
between competing in Indiana and 
Ohio. To accommodate disappointed 
shooters who may miss the traditional 
CMP matches and to maintain the 
rest of the original schedule, the CMP 
initiated an inaugural week of matches 
titled the CMP Cup Series.

This five-day series of matches ran 
from June 26 through June 30, 2017 
and were hosted on the Viale Range at 
Camp Perry, the Ohio National Guard 
Center. Competitors could fire service 
rifles or match rifles. The first day, 
June 26, was a four-man team match 
following the National Match Course 
of Fire: ten shots 200-yard slow-fire 
standing, ten shots 200-yard rapid-fire 
sitting, ten shots 300-yard rapid-fire 
prone, and twenty shots 600-yard slow-
fire prone. Tuesday through Thursday 
comprised the 2,400-point CMP Cup 
Aggregate. Competitors could shoot in 
one, two, or all three of the 800-point 
across-the-course matches. Each day of 
the aggregate, competitors fired twenty-
two shots (two sighter shots and twenty 
shots for record) from each of the 
positions: 200-yard slow-fire standing, 
200-yard rapid-fire sitting, 300-yard 
rapid-fire prone, and 600-yard slow-fire 
prone. An Excellence-In-Competition 
(EIC) match with no sighters, using the 
National Match Course of Fire, took 
place on Friday, June 30. 

When I first saw the new schedule 
and new matches, I immediately 
decided to shoot the entire aggregate in 
addition to the EIC match on the final 
day. My dad decided to shoot as well. 
We thought that the three days of the 

CMP Cup Aggregate would be fantastic 
practice for the EIC match and also a 
great opportunity to get Camp Perry 
zeroes for large National Matches 
like the President’s Rifle Match and 
the National Trophy Individual Rifle 
Match. While competitors still were 
required to stand before rapid-fire 
stages like in traditional CMP matches, 
the CMP Cup permitted sighter shots 
like in traditional NRA matches.  

On each day of the aggregate 
matches, we arrived in the parking lot 
of Viale Range around six a.m. From 
the crowd, one would not guess the 
time. With squadding at 6:30, the range 
parking lot was already full shortly 
after six with shooters in different 
stages of readying their equipment. A 
gravel road next to the range allowed 
competitors to more easily transport 
their mat, gun, stool, ammunition, and 
other high power equipment up to the 
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An Ohio historical marker relates to visitors the historical 
importance of Camp Perry, including its’ use as a prisoner of war 
camp during World War II. 

200-yard line, where the match would 
begin. Shooters who did not want to 
walk the approximately eight hundred 
yards from the parking lot could choose 
to ride a “shooter shuttle” down to the 
firing line. Shooter shuttles were, in 
essence, three flat, white trailers linked 
together behind a vehicle. Shooters 
would sit on the trailers with their gear 
and ride down to the 200-yard line. 

Each morning it did not take me but a 
minute to note several familiar faces in 
the crowd of shooters already gathered. 
The high power community is rather 
small. My coaches have told me this 
countless times, saying that I eventually 
would get to know everyone. I had no 
doubt that this would one day be true, as 
while I did not know everyone’s names, 
I had seen most of the other competitors 
before. It was hardly 6:30 when two 
women called shooters to the center line 
for squadding. During squadding, all 
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TOP JUNIOR @ Inaugural CMP Cup Week
Serena shooting slow-fire prone at 
600 yards during the CMP Cup EIC 
match.

One relay shoots while another verifies at the 600-yard line on Viale Range. 

shooters are assigned a firing point and 
relay number. The formerly dispersed 
crowd lined up to receive a small slip 
of colored paper printed with this 
information. For the first three days of 
the aggregate, shooters could request to 
be squadded with their family members 
and friends. This made the matches 
even more fun. Squadding at the EIC 
match was completely random. After 
squadding, everyone moved to their 
firing point and introduced themselves 
to the others on his/her point. The CMP 
Cup matches were different than any 
other matches ever fired at Camp Perry. 
We learned during registration that the 
entire CMP Cup week was to be fired 
on electronic targets! This was quite 
the surprise as the technology is still 
incredibly new. A few weeks earlier the 
CMP had organized the first electronic 
EIC match at Camp Perry but the match 
ended unfinished at the 300-yard line 
with many disgruntled competitors. 
We were slightly leery but excited as 
this meant no one had to pull targets 
in the pits! Talking with some of the 
fellow shooters, it seemed that the four-
man team match had gone flawlessly, 
finishing in record time. 

The electronic targets stayed in the air between individual shots and between strings. 
Monitors had to be reset between strings and the targets had to be reset between yard 
lines to accommodate scoring ring changes.
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My dad and I shot together during 
the CMP Cup, the first day being 
squadded with a member of the Army 
Marksmanship Unit (AMU). A large 
number of shooters were either from 
the AMU or the Marine Corps Shooting 
Team. I found all of these men and 
women not only to be incredibly 
talented shooters, but also very friendly. 
I really enjoyed talking with several 
of them, asking them questions about 
shooting and learning new things about 
the sport and how they first started. 

On each firing point sat a monitor, a 
sort of electronic screen with a target 
programmed on it, situated on a flimsy 
plastic stand. While one relay shot 
at a stationary target, another would 
“verify” the shots fired as they appeared 
on the monitor. The monitor would 
display the shot value and location of 
each shot. With the third relay exempt 
from pulling and marking targets, they 
could use this time to relax, observe 
other shooters, and prepare themselves 
for their turn. Overall, I really enjoyed 
shooting on electronics, as it made 
everything run rather smoothly 
although there were a few technical 
issues. My least favorite thing about 
shooting on electronic targets was that 
with iron sights on my service rifle, 
I like to hold off of the white scoring 
disk during offhand. When I shoot a ten 
or x, the disk is right in the center of 
the target. This makes it easier for me 
to consistently break shots in the same 
place. Electronics only display shots on 
the monitor, so there is no disk for me to 
line up with on the physical target.  

While electronic targets may make 
standing more difficult with iron sights, 
the monitors definitely provide an 
I fired this 99-2x string of rapid-fire sitting during on the second day of the CMP Cup. I experienced 
some technical issues at first as the monitor did not display my shots. The issue was quickly resolved 
and I  was granted a refire. 

advantage during rapid-fire strings. 
Competitors can fire their first two 
rounds, look at the screen to see if they 
need to make any sight corrections, 
and then change to their eight-round 
magazine and finish out the string. This 
is largely different from the traditional 
system in which there is no monitor. It 
is incredibly difficult to see bullet holes 
in the paper targets through a scope and 
to make any needed corrections in the 
middle of the string. 

The most memorable moment of 
the match for me was verifying shots 
for a member of the AMU during the 

first day of the aggregate. He fired his 
two sighters and first string of rapid-
fire sitting and then began taking off 
his sling and coat. I had watched him 
switch his coat between offhand and 
sitting and was not sure if he was 
doing so again so I sat and watched 
curiously. When he placed the monitor 
directly in front of him, I realized that 
he thought that he had finished his 
sitting stage. I quickly informed him 
that he had another string to fire, and 
he hurriedly began throwing on his 
coat and tightening his sling. As he was 
doing so, a voice over the loudspeakers 
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called for shooters to stand. My shooter 
stood, still fiddling with his equipment. 
As soon as the command “Targets” was 
given, he dropped into position, took 
but a second to get his natural point of 
aim, and fired off all of his rounds. I 
was shocked watching his shots appear 
on the monitor; he only dropped two 
points, shooting 98 out of 100 on his 
second string. Shooting such a great 
score after such a mental strain requires 
great skill, patience, and concentration. 
My amazement continued as he double 
cleaned 300-yard rapid-fire prone. 

Another advantage of electronic 
targets is that they allow shooters 
to shoot incredibly quickly in slow-
fire stages. With the traditionally 
challenging wind conditions present at 
the 600-yard line at Camp Perry, this 
is a massive help. On the third day of 
the aggregate, I had some very helpful 
lessons on wind reading after shooting 
in painfully windy conditions. Nearly 
everyone’s scores were lower than 
usual with average wind speeds of over 
twenty miles-per-hour and thirty mile-
per-hour gusts. I found that even with 
a consistent sight picture, only a slight 
change in the wind flags would send my 
bullet into the eight or seven ring. I did 
my best to keep up with the changes 
and shoot in the same condition, but 
sometimes the winds changed just as I 
pulled the trigger. We finished each day 
of the aggregate by one in the afternoon 
or so, a record time. I have heard from 
other shooters that across-the-course 
matches at Perry do not usually finish 
until five or six in the evening at the 
earliest. 

The fifty shot EIC match went even 
faster, and ended with ridiculously high 
scores. The top ten percent of non-
distinguished shooters were awarded 
Excellence-In-Competition (EIC) 
points, also called “leg” points. Out 
of several legs given, only one was 
awarded to a civilian, the rest going 
to military competitors. We attended 
a shooters reception and awards 
ceremony afterwards to recognize the 
recipients of EIC points as well as 
the match winners from the three-day 
2400-point CMP Cup Aggregate. The 
scores of competitors were totaled 
from all three days of the CMP Cup to 
determine the winners. Not only does 
the CMP traditionally recognize the top 
shooters, top women, and top seniors in 

their matches, but they also reward the 
top scoring juniors. The CMP Cup was 
no exception. Brandon Green of the 
AMU won the CMP Cup for Service 
Rifle, Amanda Eisenboss, another 
member of the AMU, took High Woman 
and I was surprised and ecstatic to learn 
I had placed High Junior. I received 
a hat, box of Hornandy .223 match 
ammunition, and a beautiful walnut 
plaque recognizing my achievement. I 
was absolutely thrilled. 

Over the course of week, I had not 
noticed many juniors. It was hard for me 
to get an accurate count with everyone 
clad in thick shooting jackets, but by the 
end of the week I confirmed that I was 
the only female junior competing. Even 
though the largest group of high power 
juniors competes during the traditional 
National Matches, winning High Junior 
was still an accomplishment as I shot 
well for my skill level and for managing 
my nerves at my first full-length 

Viale Range has over one hundred firing points. This picture was taken from the 600-yard line.

matches at Camp Perry. The knowledge 
that one is competing against shooters 
from across Ohio and the nation, and 
that everyone there is serious about 
high power, can greatly break one’s 
concentration. 

Members of the military teams 
came from a variety of states 
including California and Louisiana. 
While many of the shooters I noticed 
hailed from Ohio, one of my fellow 
juniors traveled to compete from 
Pennsylvania! Even though the 
diversity of shooters provides an 
extra level of competition and stress 
to the mental part of the discipline, it 
is incredible to interact with people 
from all over the United States who 
share a common interest. I found it 
not only a very educational but also a 
very rewarding experience to talk with 
all of the different shooters and hear 
their stories. Not only was this award 
a great moment in my high power 

Christie Sewell, Programs Chief at the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program, presents Serena Juchnowski with the 2017 CMP Cup 
High Junior award. 
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Serena stands with her 
award in the Camp Perry 
Memorial Plaza. 

career, but it was also quite the memory of 
my first across-the-course matches at Camp 
Perry, some very historic ones in fact. The 
2017 CMP Cup Series was not only the first 
CMP Cup held at Camp Perry, but also the 
first successful matches fired on electronic 
targets there as well.

The week was incredible. While winning 
high junior was exciting, the best part of the 
experience for me was talking with fellow 
shooters and CMP volunteers. It was great 
to see so many people sharing in the same 
passion. Everyone was incredibly nice, 
offering tips and cheering on their fellow 
competitors, even those they hardly knew. 
Many were quick to offer encouragement 
and sympathized with poorly made wind 
calls or mistakes. In high power, everyone 
is in the sport together. Everyone is subject 
to changing weather conditions out on the 
range, everyone learns from each other, and 
everyone is in pursuit of a new personal 
best. While rankings may place each person 
in competition with one another, the only 
true opponent each shooter has is himself 
or herself. The best measure of success is 
not based on how you perform compared 
to others, but compared to your personal 
scores and how much you learn from your 
experiences on the range.

I received a walnut 
plaque, hat, and box of 

Hornady ammunition for 
placing High Junior in 

the 2017 CMP Cup!


