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Junior Shooters, custom .223 Krieger 
barrel with 1:7.7 twist yielded a five-

shot group of less than 1/2 inch at 100 
yards in a semi-auto MSR!

Two generations of family 
working to make world-class 
barrels, paired with world-
class service to customers.

John Krieger, setting up to 
work on tooling for another 

machine in the shop.

Todd House, putting the finishing 
touches on a Ruger RPR barrel. 
He is cutting the barrel to final 

length and crowning it.



Krieger Barrels Inc. produces 
barrels for competitors looking to 
excel in disciplines including high 
power, benchrest, PRS, tactical, and 
long range, among others. Through 
both my personal experience with 
Krieger Barrels as well as through 
Junior Shooters, I have come to see 
Krieger not as “just a company” but 
as a family dedicated “to making the 
best barrels we can which hopefully 
are the best ever made,” as John 
Krieger humbly states. 

Junior Shooters Magazine’s test of 
a Krieger 28” 1:7.7 twist .223 fluted 
barrel yielded a five-shot group 
smaller than a half-inch at 100 yards. 
These results speak for themselves, 
living up to Krieger’s reputation. 

John Krieger started Krieger 
Barrels in 1982, inspired by his 
work since childhood with his 
father’s machine shop business and 
his insatiable interest in shooting 
and “pestering” local gunsmiths 
throughout his boyhood. As an 
adult and competitive shooter, 
his friendship with famed barrel-
maker “Boots” Obermeyer proved 
significant to his entering the barrel-
making business. 

For the past twenty-some years 
John Krieger’s son, Mark, has been 
working with John to carry Krieger 
Barrels into the next generation. 

Barrel in rack.

He is aided in this endeavor by his 
sister, Mona.  Over the years, Mark 
has learned the craft as well as 
proved his dedication to maintaining 
Krieger’s commitment to absolute 
excellence. The family accomplishes 
this not just by machining but 
through customer service, aided by 
the unique personal touch only such 
a family can provide. 

John Krieger noted that what sets 
Krieger apart from the competition is 
“the quality of our barrels” as well as 
“trying as much as humanly possible 
to keep every customer happy.” 
Customer service is especially 
important considering that “The 
biggest and most consistent problem 
barrel makers face is steel. Steel is 
not uniform in chemistry, hardness, 
or machinability.” Knowing this and 
seeking to craft the most accurate 
barrels possible, Mr. Krieger 
explained his reasoning for using 
cut-rifled barrels. “I think that the 
reason that, on the average, cut 
rifled barrels shoot better than other 
methods of rifling is because of the 
extremely light cuts we take.  Our 
cut is about 1/40th of the thickness 
of a sheet of paper, so the cutter 
hardly notices the variations in 
the steel resulting in very uniform 
dimensions and twist.” 

Krieger uses both computerized 

riflers and Pratt & Whitney 
Hydraulic riflers (P&W), the latter of 
which, though with some upgrades 
and modifications, have been in use 
since World War II. The machines 
certainly have a rich history, but are 
not present just for nostalgia. Mr. 
Krieger pointed out that “The world 
record smallest group ever fired in 
competition was our barrel rifled on 
a P & W rifler.” 

Team Krieger competitor Becky 
Yackley commented not only on the 
riflers but also on the personal aspect 
of barrel manufacturing. “The reason 
they are a valuable part of the process 
in making our barrels is because the 
ability to machine through steel is as 
much art as industry.  The ‘feel’ that 
the machinist gets in feedback from 
a machine that his hands are running 
and his ears are hearing...this is all 
part of the art of making a barrel.  
It’s not a ‘set the numbers and walk 
away while a machine makes a part’ 
kind of barrel.  It’s a human being 
working with and through a machine 
to create not just an accurate barrel, 
but a piece of art.”

By shooting a Krieger Barrel, one 
is not only investing in accuracy 
and precision but also in a family, a 
tradition, and in the preservation of 
an often under-appreciated craft. 
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