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Shooting my 
.32-20 during 
the June 2018 
Buffalo Shoot. 

Back      To The Beginning
By Serena Juchnowski (20)
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Clank! I watch with acute satisfaction 
as yet another metal silhouette swiftly 
falls toward the green grass. Feeling 
a small smile inch onto my face, I 
load another round into my .32-20. I 
shoulder my rifle, eyes focused in on 
the last chicken of the row. Holding my 
breath, I center the black shape on the 
crosshairs. In one fluid motion, I ease 
the hammer back and pull the trigger, 
hoping I did not jerk the front of the gun 
in the process. Almost immediately I 
hear the clank I had breathlessly waited 
for. Relief and excitement flow through 
me – offhand shots pose the greatest 
challenge – now on to the shooting 
sticks. 

Tusco Rifle Club hosts monthly 
Buffalo Shoots from April to November 
every year. Attendees can shoot 
various rifles, but only cast bullets. 
The approximately 200-meter range 
is in reality a silhouette pistol range, 
a partner project between Tusco Rifle 
Club and the International Handgun 
Metallic Silhouette Association 
(IHMSA). IHMSA runs handgun 
matches throughout the year, while 
Tusco uses the range for other events 
such as the rifle Buffalo Shoot, an 
offshoot of a Cowboy Silhouette 
Shoot. True rifle silhouette ranges, like 
Ridgway Rifle Club in Pennsylvania, 
stretch much further. The buffalo target 
is usually placed at 1000 yards, hence 
the term “Buffalo Shoot”. Crows, 
coyotes and other animals may appear 
as well, though the standard silhouettes 
are chickens, pigs, turkeys and rams.

Tusco Rifle Club’s silhouette range 
features chicken, pig, turkey and ram 
silhouette targets at varying distances. 
Several relays are run over the course 
of a day. There are multiple banks of 
animals, each bank with a set of five 

Back      To The Beginning
chickens, five pigs, five turkeys and five 
rams. Each bank is for a different class 
or separate competition within the day’s 
match. A class is determined by the 
distance, type of rifle one is shooting, 
and sights one is using. Classes include 
the short-range .22 (scope and iron 
sights), long-range .22, short-range 
pistol caliber, long-range pistol caliber, 
single-shot tang, and long-range lever 
gun. Since they are shot on pistol 
targets closer than the comparable 
rifle silhouette targets would be, these 
buffalo shoots are primarily for fun. 

Each relay has 25 minutes to shoot 
20 animal silhouettes plus sighters. 
Sighters are shots fired to confirm 
zeroes and do not count for score. There 
are five targets in each row of animals. 
So if one is shooting in the short-range 
.22 class, the course of fire is five 
chicken targets offhand at 25 yards, five 
pig targets off of shooting sticks at 50 
yards, five turkey targets off of shooting 
sticks at 75 yards, and five ram targets 
off of shooting sticks at 100 yards. 
The short-range pistol caliber class at 
Tusco follows the same course of fire. 
Chickens are shot offhand at 50 yards 
instead of 25 yards in the long-range .22 
class and the long-range pistol caliber 
class though the .22 silhouettes are 
much smaller than those used for the 
pistol class. For the long-range lever 
gun and single-shot tang classes, pigs, 
turkeys, rams and chickens are shot off 
of sticks at 100 yards, 150 yards, 200 
yards and 200 meters respectively. 

The silhouette discipline prohibits 
the use of slings, heavy shooting gloves 
and shooting coats. It is a relatively 
inexpensive discipline for shooters to 
get started in as you can start with just a 
rifle, ammunition, homemade shooting 
sticks, and ear and eye protection. 

 
Shooting chickens offhand is just that 
– shooting from the standing position 
without bracing off of anything. To 
shoot off of sticks, two pieces of wood 
are fastened together, one lays on the 
ground, typically on a mat, and places 
the barrel of the rifle on top of the sticks. 
The shooting sticks are adjustable so 
they can be raised and lowered for 
different shooters. 

Silhouette is a great way to introduce 
someone to the shooting sports. When I 
was about 14, my dad’s mentor Chuck 
Malone stopped by my house. He 
taught me how to properly shoulder 
a .22-caliber rifle and how to shoot 
offhand. I had never used one before, 
having only shot a BB gun years earlier 
at camp. My dad placed a tiny, white 
chicken silhouette approximately 25 
yards away and instructed me to aim 
for it. I hit the chicken with my first 
shot. Looks of utter surprise greeted 
me as I turned around. “Try it again,” 
my dad prompted me. Curious to see if 
I had only beginner’s luck, I loaded a 
second bullet. My second attempt also 
struck the chicken. Impressed, Chuck 
showed me how to shoot off of sticks 
and read a Vernier scale Tang sight. He 
also invited my dad and me to a buffalo 
shoot at Tusco Rifle Club a few weeks 
later. Thus began my love affair with 
marksmanship.

If it was not for Chuck, I would not 
be shooting today. My dad is an avid 
outdoorsman, but it took someone 
outside my household to pique my 
interest in the shooting sports. I loved 
the competitive aspect of shooting 
and while I did not seem to fit in the 
traditional school team sports, I found 
myself wanting to improve my shooting 
abilities. Chuck, whom I consider my 
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“adopted” grandfather, has encouraged 
me to improve and learn more. He has 
years of experience with firearms and 
started shooting cast-bullet silhouette at 
Ridgway in 1989. My parents and those 
around me have always been incredibly 
supportive as well. 

As a combined birthday and Christmas 
present a few years ago, Mr. Malone 
built a custom .32-20 rifle, with some 
help from his friend Mr. Steve Santa, 
especially for me. He made certain that 
my dad understood that it belonged 
solely to me – my dad could store it, 
but not play with it. When spring rolled 
around and shooting season began, I 
excitedly prepared myself to try out my 
new gun. I competed in the pistol caliber 
class, knocking down 19 of the 20 score 
animals. Near the end of the match, 
everyone gathered for a three-way shoot-
off – Steve Mauer and Chuck Malone had 
also shot 19 animals. During the sudden 
death competition, each shooter selected 
a specific chicken target 50 yards away to 
aim at. I made my first shot, missed my 
second, and redeemed myself during the 
third. Overall, I came in second place, 
beating Mr. Malone with the gun he 
built! That shoot-off is one of my fondest 
memories of Tusco Rifle Club. Not only 
was it entertaining, but it really showed 
me how uniting the shooting sports are. 
Everyone may have different ideas and 
different backgrounds, but all share the 
same passion and support for the Second 
Amendment. 

In recent years, I have shot more high-
power service rifle than silhouette, but still 
try to come back to the range where I first 
began shooting. Just as I have learned, 
and am still learning from Chuck, my dad 
and I have brought some of my friends 
from South Cuyahoga Junior High power 
rifle team to shoot silhouette. Last year, 
we had four new shooters in one day: my 
junior friends Alex Mrosko and George 
Kerg along with their dads, Dave Mrosko 
and Dave Kerg. The moment my dad, 
Dave Juchnowski, Mr. Mrosko, and Mr. 
Kerg all realized they had the same first 
name was priceless!

Learning the ways of firearms has 
served invaluable to me. Without guns, 
I would never have met many wonderful 
people or filled the missing spot in 
my family tree. In addition, practicing 
marksmanship provides me with a 
relaxing and useful lifelong skill. I think 
of the range as a sort of second home and 
all of the people as an extended family. I 
will forever cherish my experiences and 
what I continue to learn at Tusco Rifle 
Club.

Only cast 
bullets are 
allowed at 
Tusco Rifle 
Club’s Buffalo 
Shoot. 

Shooting 
my .22 
Thompson 
Center 
contender 
offhand 
during 
a chilly 
November 
silhouette 
match as 
my dad 
watches 
my shots. 

Chuck and I a 
few years ago, I 
was still in high 
school when 
this photo was 
taken.
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My dad and I brought some of 
our friends to learn to shoot 
silhouette. (From Left to Right: 
George Kerg, Dave Kerg, Serena 
Juchnowski, Dave Juchnowski, 
Dave Mrosko, Alex Mrosko) 

While one person 
shoots, another 
watches through 
a spotting scope 
to record shot 
locations on a 
pegboard and on 
the scoresheet. 
This makes it 
easy for the 
shooter to see 
where he or she 
is hitting. 

Going prone 
with my .32-
20. The basic 
set-up for a 
shooter and 
scorer – The 
shooter has a 
mat, shooting 
sticks, and 
book of sight 
settings. 
The spotter, 
the person 
watching the 
shots, has 
a spotting 
scope, 
pegboard, 
scoresheet, 
and chair to 
sit in.

Back      To The Beginning
Thanks   Serena!


