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For the �nal Product Focus of the year, we bring you the 
Caesar Guerini Invictus Sporting M-Spec 12-gauge O/U, 
a smooth-handling shotgun that has �xed-choke barrels 
and the highly regarded Invictus action. Designed with the 
robustness to shoot over 1 million rounds, the Invictus ac-
tion sports an easily replaceable locking lug, trunnions and 
receiver block. There’s nothing quite like a �ne Italian-made 
O/U. Read our review on page 10.

With the current ammunition shortage projected to last 
well into 2021, competitive shooters have been forced 
to become creative in regards to their training regimens. 
Field Editor Chris Christian shares his tips on how to stay in 
match shape without the need for a large cache of practice 
ammunition in his article “Surviving the Ammo Shortage.” 
Read it on page 20.

I’m happy to announce the addition of a new writer 
this month—Josh Honeycutt. He’s a highly accomplished 
hunter, and his �rst article for the digital magazine is about 
how competitive shooting can improve your skills in the 
�eld. Honeycutt gathered input from two of our favorite pro 

shooters and hunters, Doug Koenig and Bruce Piatt, and 
outlined eight reasons why competitive shooting doesn’t 
just give people an edge on the range. See it on page 24.

Ruger 10/22 rotary magazine maintenance can be a both-
ersome chore. Disassembly is easy, but reassembly not so 
much. But it doesn’t have to be that way. Field Editor Art 
Merrill provides us with a few recommendations on how 
to avoid problems while cleaning and reassembling your 
Ruger 10/22 rotary magazines. Ensure trouble-free opera-
tion for your 10/22 rim�re rig—read his article on page 30.

For High Power Ri�e shooters, author Serena Juch-
nowski brings us the scoop on the White Oak Armament 
Distinguished Service Optic, which after its release in 
September sold out in mere days. There’s a good reason 
it �ew off the shelves so quickly—the result of a two-year 
effort, this scope was tailored to the niche requirements of 
service-ri�e shooters. Learn more on page 36.

Finally, thank you, dear readers, for being a part of 
Shooting Sports USA. Whether you’re an old friend who’s 
been around for a while or a new reader, we welcome and 
appreciate you here as part of our community. You give 
us the gift of readership, and we hope that in return the 
articles we provide help keep you educated, informed and 
entertained. I’m very proud of our team, who in the face of 
a pandemic have come together to continue producing the 
great content you see every day in the digital magazine and 
on the website. Looking to 2021, we plan to bring you even 
more coverage. Stay tuned.

Still looking for a last-minute gift? Be sure to check out 

our 2020 Holiday Gift Guide. Enjoy the holidays—Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year’s to all!

John Parker
Executive Editor, Shooting Sports USA
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SHOOTERS’ NEWS

SUPPORT NRA 
INTERNATIONAL  
RIFLE TEAMS
Recently, our friend Walt 
Walter, NRA board member 
and longtime High Power 
Rifle committee chairman, 
shared this update about 
a new organization which 
online shoppers can use to 
donate to the U.S. National 
Rifle Team through AmazonSmile.

“As of Dec. 31, 2020, Palma Promotions will 
cease to exist. We still want to support our 
International teams, so the U.S. National Rifle 
Team is now incorporated as a 501(c)(3) and 
registered with AmazonSmile as a charity. If 
you are currently registered as a contributor 
to Palma Promotions through AmazonSmile, 
be sure to update your selection. Please tell 
your friends to do the same.”

More than 50,000 
members of the 
shooting industry 
who anticipated 
gathering in Las Vegas, NV, next month to 
attend the SHOT Show had to cancel their 
reservations. The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation—organizer and host of the 
annual event—announced its cancellation 
on Oct. 30. The event generates roughly $90 
million of non-gaming revenue for the Las 
Vegas economy annually.

It’s also when most companies introduce 
their latest products, and NRA Publications pro-
vides extensive coverage of the industry’s latest 
and greatest at the show. Our staff remains 
dedicated to providing the timely information 
and will do so as companies make informa-
tion and test samples available. Subscribe to 
the Insider newsletter for the latest updates.

SHOT SHOW 2021 
CANCELED

NOVEMBER
“I should have taken a right 

turn at Albuquerque.”
November’s winning caption  
submitted by: Paul Lahah of 

Pawcatuck, Conn.

CAPTION CONTEST

The caption contest will return 
next month.

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2020/5/5/use-amazonsmile-to-benefit-nra-international-rifle-teams
https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2020/11/3/shot-show-2021-canceled
http://www.nrapublications.org/
https://www.ssusa.org/sign-up-for-updates


LEGENDS: GLEN ZEDIKER 1959-2020

The competitive-shooting community 
mourns the loss of Glen Zediker, 
who for many decades has been 

a Shooting Sports USA fixture, along with 
writing many books mostly focusing on the 
High Power Rifle discipline. Zediker, a native 
of Rifle, Colo., passed away on Oct. 1, 2020 
at his home in Oxford, Miss., with his two 
sons—Matthew and Charlie—at his side.

Glen spent many years combining his 
expertise in competitive shooting with 
his writing skill. He was classified as an 
NRA High Master in High Power Rifle, 
and spent a lot of time working with 
legendary shooters of the game, such as 
David Tubb. A prolific author for Shooting 
Sports USA, Glen was a consummate 
professional when it came to writing articles, 
who managed to find a balance between 
entertaining and informing readers. Glen 
also published several books on competitive 
shooting and reloading. His many books 
became highly respected among precision-
rifle-shooting aficionados, and many 
serious handloaders and reloaders zealously 
consumed his writings to hone their craft.

Executive Editor John Parker said, “I first 
met Glen Zediker in 2015 after taking the 
SSUSA editor reins. Glen was already an 
established author for the magazine for 
many years, and I will always remember his 
deep knowledge of competitive shooting, 
along with his unique writing style. He 
understood how to connect with readers on 
a profound level, and many have commented 

to me how reading Glen Zediker’s writing 
was akin to having a precision-rifle expert 
hovering over your shoulder as a guide in 
the often-complex world of competitive 
shooting. He will be missed.”

Online condolences can be made at the 
Coleman Funeral Home website. Donations 
in Glen’s memory may be made to 
the Navajo Water Project. 
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SHOOTERS’ NEWS

WHAT’S IN YOUR RANGE BAG,  

 DENNIS SANTIAGO?
BY MICHELLE CERINO

Dennis Santiago is an accomplished high-
power shooter, as well as a talented 
writer who writes for Shooting Sports 

USA and America’s 1st Freedom. Learn what he 
keeps in his range bag.

What are your first memories of handling a 
firearm?
I’ve been around shooting since receiving my 
first BB gun at just 10 years old. I spent summer 
vacations in the Philippines firing at targets set 
against a young coconut palm in the backyard. 
Forty years later, I received an email from my fa-
ther letting me know they cut down the palm and 
found a clump of BBs inside it. The message said, 
“These are yours. Do you want them back?”

Tell us how you began in competitive shooting.
In the years since then, I’ve sent thousands 
of rounds downrange. In the high power 
competition world, I was one of the first 
of the Civilian Marksmanship Program’s 
Garand, Springfield, Vintage Military Rifle 
Master Instructors. I spent a decade teaching 
Americans how to get into the discipline. Many 
of them have gone on to be champions in their 
own right.

In my home state of California, I instruct 
men and women, police officers and military 
personnel, and I’ve never charged a dime for 

any of it. When I’m on a range, I’m just giving 
back to the people that taught me. It’s always a 
nice surprise to receive accolades from former 
students when I show up at a range.

Please share with us some of your major 
shooting accomplishments.
My biggest contribution to the shooting sports 
has been behind the scenes. I secured an off-
camera role as a technical advisor for seasons 
one and two of the television series “Top Shot.” 
My job was working with the producers and di-
rectors to ensure the shooting challenges empha-
sized actual marksmanship, were fair and that all 
equipment was properly vetted and tested.
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 I organized and oversaw the shooting trials 
where, over the run of the series, hundreds of 
hopefuls tried out on a range in Southern Califor-
nia hoping to be chosen for the program. In my 
humble opinion, the presentation of guns and 
gun handling have not been the same in the eyes 
of Hollywood since.

Tell us about your range bag and what you 
carry in it besides your firearms.
I’m primarily a high-power rifle competitor. My 
range kit focuses on what it takes to efficiently 
compete in across the course matches. Full 
distance tournaments in this discipline involve 
moving all your gear from 200 yards, 300 yards 
and finally 600 yards. Over the course of the 
day, you’ll shoot offhand, rapid sitting, rapid 
prone and slow prone strings.

My range bag is actually a shooting cart. I’m 
currently using a Creedmoor Sports model. 
The cart has provisions to mount a scope and 
stand and a rack to mount my rifle. Note that 
the rack has surgical tubing tie downs to keep 
the firearm firmly connected to the cart, an 
important consideration if one hitches a ride 
on the back of a golf cart at Camp Atterbury 
or Camp Perry. My cart is customized with 
pneumatic tires to make it roll a little easier; 
it comes with solid tires. I have cords to keep 
things tied down as well. In addition, two 
accessory pouches attached to the cart; one to 
hold record keeping supplies, while the other is 
a dump pouch to collect empties.

Everything I need for shooting a match goes 
into the cart. Transport to the range is via a 
surplus night vision hard case. The kit includes 
(clockwise from the bottom right):

  ■ A score book that’s kept in an aluminum 
case. Pens and pencils are inside it.

  ■ Clipboard for score cards.

  ■ My handy notebook.
  ■ Lens cleaning tool for scoped service rifles.
  ■ Short cleaning rod with a .45 caliber brush.
  ■ Timer.
  ■ Allen keys for shooting match rifle.
  ■ Empty-chamber indicator. There are 

usually half a dozen of them in my cart.
  ■ Cartridge pouch for shooting offhand.
  ■ Applied Ballistics Model 4500+ Kestrel. 

These portable weather stations are life- 
savers for shooting and coaching.

  ■ Hat. This one is a David Tubb model with 
brim flaps to manage glare. Depending on 
conditions, I also have basic baseball caps 
and others to protect my neck from the sun.

  ■ Shooting gloves. I have half-finger gloves, 
full-finger gloves and mitts.

  ■ Shooting glasses. Mine are prescription 
lenses that correct for astigmatism and have 
progressive power mounted in adjustable 
Jaggi frames. I’m able to move the lens to 
achieve maximum clarity for a variety of op-
tic and iron sights; important when shooting 
M-1s, Springfields and A1/A2-type ARs.

  ■ Fit-over eyeglasses protective lenses. �

All of this fits into the hard case. Not shown are a set 
of MSA Pro-X earmuffs and a box of disposable soft 
ear plugs. Don’t skimp here—hearing is precious.
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PRODUCT FOCUS

WITH OUTSTANDING BALANCE, THIS SMOOTH HANDLING SCATTERGUN 
WITH FIXED CHOKES IS A CLAY SHOOTER’S DREAM.

BY JOHN PARKER  |  PHOTOS BY PETER FOUNTAIN

Since its 2014 introduction, Caesar 
Guerini’s Invictus line has become 
a top choice for clay shooters, with 

its beefy, easy-to-service internals that are 
designed to be durable enough to shoot over 
one million rounds. 

Thus, it was no big surprise when the 
company known for making bold moves 
upped the ante once again with the release 
of the Invictus I Sporting M-Spec 32-inch 
12-gauge O/U shotgun ($7,595, gueriniusa.com). 
One of the best competition guns in the 
Invictus line, the M-Spec ditches the usual 
choke tube set with different constrictions—
instead opting for fixed-choke barrels (M, 
IM) that lighten up the business end of the 
shotgun and enhance pointability. In concert 

with the groundbreaking Invictus action and 
the fixed-choke barrels, the M-Spec also 
sports a narrow top rib taper of 10 mm to 6 
mm, enabling tight lines for reaching far-out 
birds in sporting clays.

Upon first glance, the M-Spec is not much 
different than your standard premium Italian 
O/U shotgun. Inside the action is where the 
Invictus shines. Instead of standard recesses 
in the receiver to mate with the bottom lugs 
of the monoblock, the Invictus has its own 
proprietary block. Attached to the floor of 
the receiver, along with the bottom lugs 
the “Invictus block” holds the barrels back 
against the breech face. The Invictus block 
can be easily replaced when worn with a new 
one by removing two screws. In addition, the 

CAESAR GUERINI 
INVICTUS  

SPORTING M-SPEC

https://gueriniusa.com/shotguns/invictus-sporting-m-spec
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action has been widened to provide more 
bearing surface. This allows the Purdey & 
Sons-style sliding underbolt to extend the full 
length of the barrels for added strength.

With the Invictus receiver, trunnions are set 
up the opposite of most Italian-made O/Us. 
Instead of extending in from the sides of the 
receiver to engage cutouts in the monoblock, 
Invictus trunnions—here called “cams”—are 
attached to the sides of the monoblock with 
Torx screws, engaging recesses that are cut 
into the side of the receiver. This setup makes 
replacing the cams much easier after they 
are worn, and the large pivot surface also 
provides robustness.

Like most high-end Italian shotguns, the 
M-Spec is a piece of functional art. The 
receiver sports a satin blued finish that 
includes Caesar Guerini’s Invisalloy clear 
protection. The finish extends to all metal 
surfaces, as well as small gold accents. 
I especially liked the fore-end, where an 
elastomer bushing has been added to 
reduce vibration between the pushbutton 
rod. It’s these nice touches that set the 
Invictus line apart.

Although the M-Spec comes standard 
with Modified and Improved Modified fixed-
chokes on the barrels, both tighter and more 
open chokes are available by special order. 
As to be expected, barrel selection is critical 
for a gun like this. The safety and barrel 
selector are tang mounted. In the traditional 
Italian style, barrel selection is with a sliding 
selector in the safety catch and indicated by 
small red dots. For the bottom barrel to fire, 
slide the selector to the left (1 dot) and for 

PRODUCT FOCUS

Specifications
Manufacturer: Caesar Guerini s.r.l., Brescia, Italy

Importer: Caesar Guerini USA, Cambridge, Md.

Model: Invictus I M-Spec

Action Type: Boxlock over/under shotgun

Metal Finish: Satin blued

Gauge: 12; 2¾" chamber

Barrels: 32" 

Choke 
System: Fixed (M, IM)

Safety: Tang-mounted, barrel selector

Top Rib: Width taper 10 mm to 6 mm

Center Rib: Ventilated

Sights: White rounded front bead, silver 
mid-bead

Trigger: Single (adjustable), inertial

Stock: Turkish Walnut, hand-rubbed oil

Length of Pull: 14.75"

Drop at Heel: 2.25"

Drop at Comb: 1.5"

Weight: 8 pounds, 1 ounce

MSRP: $7,595

Although fixed chokes can take some getting used to, 
selecting the right barrel quickly becomes second-nature.
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the top barrel move it to the right (2 dots). 
This system is simple and effective.

I found the M-Spec’s trigger to be crisp and 
responsive. Adjustable, the trigger system 
has take-up, over-travel and length-of-pull 
adjustments. The hammers are chrome lined 
to give a Teflon-like lubricity and to minimize 
any friction. Additionally, factory selective 
release triggers are available in single- and 
double-release.

At 8 pounds, 1 ounce, the M-Spec is hefty, 
but not a heavyweight scattergun that could 
become burdensome for some shooters 
to lug from station to station. The Turkish 
Circassian walnut stock has a hand-rubbed 
oil finish, with a conventional-style comb 
and asymmetrical pistol grip with palmswell. 
Drop at comb is 1½ inches, and 2¼ inches 
for the drop at heel. Length-of-pull is 14¾ 
inches and the pitch is 5 degrees.

Purchase of the M-Spec includes a red 
hard-plastic case with fit interior and 
high-end velvet sleeves for the stock 

and barrel. The case includes cut-outs for the 
shotgun components, tools and manuals, 
plus integrated combination locks. It’s one of 
the nicer cases I’ve seen in this category.

AT THE RANGE
My first outing with the M-Spec was on the 
trap field. From the 16-yard line, after getting 
into the groove the M-Spec didn’t skip a beat. 

THE COSMETIC APPEARANCE OF THE  
M-SPEC IS STRAIGHT COMPETITION, WITH 

 A DEEP BLUED FINISH ON THE METAL SURFACES.

The Invictus system changes 
the way the barrel and action 
lock together when the gun 
is closed, making the whole 
system stronger.
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While a hefty gun at over 8 pounds, the reduced 
weight on the muzzle end provides for a well-
balanced gun. After a few birds, I had figured 
out my move and was crushing clays with ease. 

Next, I wanted to see how the top rib taper 
fared against distant birds in sporting clays, 
mostly using the Improved Modified choke. 
Squadding with former SSUSA editor Chip 
Lohman, we shot an informal round with a 
variety of shotshells, including Winchester 
AA Diamond Grade and Federal Gold Medal 
Grand. Once again, it took a few birds to get 
the hang of it, but once dialed in the M-Spec 
was hot for the 40-yard targets. Put simply, 
this gun can eat far-out birds for breakfast 
when in the hands of a capable shooter. 

Between Lohman and myself, we put about 
200 rounds through the M-Spec, with no 
malfunctions of any kind.

THE INVICTUS LINE WAS DESIGNED TO BE DURABLE  
ENOUGH TO SHOOT OVER ONE MILLION ROUNDS.

BOTTOM LINE
Choosing a clays gun is a highly personal thing. It 
can be difficult to find one in a market that’s often 
more focused on sales gimmicks instead of real 
innovation. When Caesar Guerini fundamentally 
redesigned the traditional O/U shotgun with 
the Invictus, it was revolutionary with its easily 
replaceable locking lug, hinges and receiver block. 
While the M-Spec version, with its fixed chokes 
and premium price, is not for everybody—there’s 
no denying it represents a significant value to 
prospective buyers as a sporting gun with a 
lifetime that could span generations.

Something else to note is that earlier this year, 
Caesar Guerini released the Invictus I M-Spec 
Specialist 34-inch model. For a shotgun already 
well-suited to reaching far-off targets with its 
tapered top rib, an extra two inches on the 
barrels could be a gamechanger. �

The Invictus Sporting M-Spec 
12-gauge O/U was designed with 
input from top shotgun shooter 
Richard Faulds.
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ABOUT CAESAR GUERINI

Since 2001, Caesar Guerini 
has maintained its factory 

in the heart of Italian firearms 
manufacture, Brescia in Northern 
Italy. Purpose-built, this modern 
manufacturing facility combines 
old-world craftsmanship with the 
latest technology to build shotguns 
about as perfect as they come. In 
short, the company is extremely 
serious about precision in its builds. 
Every Caesar Guerini O/U passes 
through 256 inspection points before 
it’s deemed ready to ship. Perhaps 
more importantly, the company is 
“committed to giving customers a 
level of unprecedented customer 
service.” And since Caesar Guerini’s 
shotguns have a lifetime warranty, 
you can rest easy in the rare case of 
catastrophe striking.
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SCORE SHEETS

HIGH POWER RIFLE

MICHIGAN FULLBORE RIFLE PRONE CHAMPIONSHIP
Midland County Sportsman’s Club
Midland, Mich.
Jul. 4
20 competitors
Submitted by L. Cebula

After a COVID-19 delay of seven weeks, the 
2020 Michigan Fullbore Prone Championship 
was finally held with 21 shooters 
participating. There were eight F-Open 
shooters, five F-TR shooters, seven Target 
Rifle (Sling) shooters and one Mid-Range 
prone shooter who was shooting just for fun 
in Any Rifle.

F-Open was a contest between Marcel 
Bollinger and Al Barnhart. Bollinger was 
victorious with 447-22X over Barnhart’s 
446-29X. In F-TR, Paul Phillips dominated the 

field with his score of 445-23X. Second place 
went to Tom Martelle, who posted a 441-21X.

As for the Sling category, it was a run for 
the money between visiting Hanne Brantner 
from Pennsylvania and local Midland 
shooter Ray Gross. Brantner was the winner 
with a 449-28X over Gross’ score of 448-29X. 
Per Michigan Rifle and Pistol Association 
rules, Brantner cannot be named Michigan 
Champion due to residency. As a result, 
Gross was named the 2020 Michigan Target 
Rifle Champion.

From left: Paul Phillips, Hanne Brantner and Ray Gross.
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NEW MEXICO STATE HIGH POWER CHAMPIONSHIP
Capitan Shooting Sports
Capitan, N.M.
Jul. 17
18 competitors
Submitted by B. Rodolph
Once again, the winds at Capitan did not disappoint. On Saturday during the New Mexico State 
High Power Championship, Ron Zerr topped the leaderboard with his score of 789-34X. As for 
the class awards, Bob Gill secured High Master with 785-22X. In addition, Bill Lamb won the 
Master class with 763-29X, while Brian Drake was tops for the Expert class with 731-4X. Finally, 
Bob Gill managed to navigate across the course to win the State Service Rifle Championship.

41ST DIVISION REGIONAL HIGH POWER CHAMPIONSHIP
Paul Bunyan Rifle and Sportsman’s Club
Puyallup, Wash.
Jul. 3
47 competitors
Submitted by B. Wendt
Talented junior competitive shooter Zevin Linse of Kent, 
Wash., tied the posted national junior record for 600-yard 
prone (20 shots) with a 200-16X score. He finished the 
championship with a score of 599-40X—good enough to 
secure the service rifle match aggregate. In addition, Linse 
posted the highest score for High Master-class shooters.

Winner (RMC) Joe Covet Kent, Wash. 784-25X

Winner (Service) Zevin Linse Kent, Wash. 780-22X

1st Master James Huettleman Coupeville, Wash. 773-24X

1st Expert Doug Nash Puyallup, Wash. 747-10X

1st Sharpshooter Olivia Pack Black Diamond, Wash. 667-7X

1st Marksman John McCormick Renton, Wash. 729-11X

ACROSS THE COURSE

Winner Zevin Linse Kent, Wash. 599-40X

1st High Master (MR) Tim Pittmer Ellensburg, Wash. 585-21X

1st High Master (Any) Emil Praslick Woodenville, Wash. 598-28X

1st Master P.J. Brackenbury Richland, Wash. 576-13X

1st Sharpshooter Jay Vanness South Prairie, Wash. 562-10X

1st F-Open Matt Daly Lynnwood, Wash. 573-10X

MID-RANGE PRONE, F-OPEN
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SCORE SHEETS

SILHOUETTE

ARIZONA STATE SILHOUETTE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Arizona State Rifle and Pistol Association
Phoenix, Ariz.
Feb. 7
65 competitors
Submitted by J. Hershey

Winner John Mullins Maricopa, Ariz. 74

1st High Master Jim Luke Overland Park, Kan. 67

1st AAA Daniel Avila El Paso, Texas 72

1st AA Mary Watkins Merritt Island, Fla. 62

1st A John Canatsey Elgin, Ariz. 43

1st B Brian Miller Carefree, Ariz. 40

High Woman Jeanie Hershey Phoenix, Ariz. 57

High Junior Jacob Shaw Gilbert, Ariz. 64

High Senior Eric Sundstrom Glendale, Ariz. 64

PISTOL CARTRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIP

Winner John Mullins Maricopa, Ariz. 72

1st High Master Jim Luke Overland Park, Kan. 71

1st AAA Chip Mate Elgin, Ariz. 68

1st AA Jason Pilcher Phoenix, Ariz. 59

1st A Mike Shirey Goodyear, Ariz. 42

1st B Steven Canatsey Tucson, Ariz. 26

High Woman Jeanie Hershey Phoenix, Ariz. 63

High Junior Jacob Shaw Gilbert, Ariz. 54

High Senior Al Foust Montoursville, Pa. 67

COWBOY SMALLBORE CHAMPIONSHIP

Winner John Mullins Maricopa, Ariz. 71

1st High Master Antonio Lopez El Paso, Texas 70

1st AAA Tom Jadlos Phoenix, Ariz. 62

1st AA Tom Liebel Manaan, N.D. 61

1st A Robert Jodoin Phoenix, Ariz. 44

1st B Mike Shirey Goodyear, Ariz. 17

High Woman Jeanie Hershey Phoenix, Ariz. 64

High Senior Lee O’Neil Brush, Colo. 67

LEVER-ACTION RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
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FEATURE  |  AMMO

Staying in match shape doesn’t require a lot of practice 
ammunition—these drills will help.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHRIS CHRISTIAN, FIELD EDITOR

SURVIVING
THE AMMO SHORTAGE

Natasja Brant runs the timer and 
range commands for husband 
Trevor as he practices the turn 
and spin for an uprange start.
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The current ammunition crunch has 
not only restricted factory ammo 
availability, but has also resulted 

in a significant shortage of primers 
and component bullets for reloaders. 
Unfortunately, this product shortage is 
projected to last well into 2021.

This has put a serious crimp into practice 
regimes and has resulted in many shooters 
limiting themselves to dry firing in the 
living room. That’s better than nothing, but 
it doesn’t duplicate match conditions like 
responding to the BEEP, rapid gun handling, 
reloading, movement, foot position and 
equipment management.

That can be tough to do in the living 
room, but it’s easy on a range and with 
just a fraction of the ammunition one 
would expend during their normal practice 
sessions. Call it “Dry Match Practice” instead 
of just “Dry Firing Practice.”

Savvy shooters will duplicate match 
conditions by wearing their full match 
gear—holster, ammo carriers, ear and eye 
protection (and a cover garment if shooting 
IDPA) just like they would in a match. Use 
targets appropriate for the discipline, and 
old pasted practice targets work fine. A timer 

should also be incorporated. This can be set 
on delay and shooter activated, or better yet 
have a shooting partner call out the Range 
Commands and activate it. Keep things as 
realistic as possible.

That starts with setting up targets on one’s 
normal practice range. An active range is 
important because some live rounds will 
need to be fired, although far fewer than in 
normal practice sessions. Multiple targets are 
important to allow for practicing movement 
and transitions. Three or four targets, spaced 
three to five yards apart, should be set up 
if range conditions allow it. Shooting boxes 
and fault lines are standard in action shooting 
and shooters can easily duplicate those with 
nothing more than a white Styrofoam cup or 
plate to mark each position.

Before beginning "dry" practice, some live 
rounds should be fired to get the shooter into 
their normal rhythm. It’s also advisable to end 
every practice session with live firing. That’s 

Dummy rounds are an asset for dry practice, and 
simple to make.

Marked shooting positions allow competitors to practice 
the movement skills they will need during a match.
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important to stay real and it doesn’t take a 
lot of ammunition to do it. One magazine or 
a couple of revolver cylinders worth at the 
beginning and end will suffice. They can be 
fired static or moving. After the beginning 
rounds, the stages can be run with dry firing.

A basic drill would be addressing a 
target, and at the BEEP drawing and “dry” 
double tapping it. This can be done facing 
downrange, or facing up range to practice 
the spin and draw. Hand placement can be 
either at the side or in the Surrender Position. 
Moving to the middle of the target array 
allows the shooter to work on transitions—
from right to left and left to right. Shooters 
can also use this to practice Strong Hand, or a 
Strong Hand to Weak Hand shift. They’ll likely 
see these in matches.

Practicing movement is needed. Most 
USPSA, IDPA and ICORE stages will start by 
engaging one or more targets from a starting 

position, with the shooter then moving 
through the COF to engage targets at other 
positions. How you move is important. Is the 
gun up and on the target as you hit the next 
shooting position, or did you drop it to waist 
level and have to find everything again? Are 
you ready to shoot when you hit the mark, or 
do you have to settle in?

With multiple targets and marked shooting 
positions, this is easy to do. At the BEEP, 
draw, dry double tap and move to the next 
position keeping the gun up and the next 
target and position in focus.

Shooters can also “dry” double tap targets 
on the move—whether laterally or moving 
forward or backwards.

Reloading is another critical skill. 
Competitors will normally make multiple 
reloads during any stage. Having “dummy 
rounds” on hand is needed for revolver 
shooters, and a good idea for semi-automatic 

Widely spaced targets and marked shooting positions 
allow shooters to practice critical match skills that 
are tough to do in the living room.

Moving reloads should be practiced right-to-left and 
left-to-right because they require a different gun 
angle to avoid a 180 DQ, as Natasja shows here on a 
left moving slide lock reload.

FEATURE  |  AMMO
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competitors. Slamming an empty magazine 
into a semi-automatic without the cushioning 
effect of rounds in the magazine can cause 
feed lip damage. Making dummy rounds is 
easy for reloaders—resize, de-prime and bell 
a case. Then seat a bullet without powder 
or primer. Leaving the primer pocket empty 
clearly shows it’s a dummy round, and 
prevents mixing them with live ammo.

Reloads can be made standing (flat-
footed). Combining reloads with movement 
is a better bet, and a more realistic match 
scenario. Draw, “dry” fire and reload on the 
move to the next position.

Revolver shooters should definitely have 
empty cases in the gun for each reload. 
Getting the empties out of the gun is half 
the battle, and without them shooters 
can develop bad habits like short-stroking 
the ejector rod or holding the gun at the 

wrong angle. This will slow things down as 
shooters refill the cylinders with empties, 
but it’s better than developing bad habits.

Semi-automatic shooters have it easier. 
Slide forward reloads (speed loads) can be 
done by loading a couple dummy rounds into 
each magazine and leaving the slide forward 
on an empty chamber. Draw, “dry” double 
tap and execute the reload while moving 
to the next position. Slide lock reloads will 
require a round be fired. Load each magazine 
with one or two live rounds and charge the 
gun. Draw, fire to slide lock and reload while 
moving to the next position.

Effective “dry” practice is limited only 
by the shooter’s imagination. It may not 
be as good as a full live fire session, 
but by keeping it realistic, shooters can 
stay in match shape while surviving the 
ammunition shortage. �

A wide target array allows 
shooters to practice a 
variety of transition drills 
with a minimum of ammo.
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HOW  
COMPETITIVE 
SHOOTING  
MAKES YOU A 

BETTER 
HUNTER

FEATURE  |  HUNTING
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Eight reasons why competitive shooting doesn’t just give 
people an edge on the range.

BY JOSH HONEYCUTT
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Time stands still as crosshairs dance 
atop the vitals of a white-tailed 
deer. Breathing slows, and so do the 

circular motions of the rifle. Circles tighten 
and breathes shallow with each passing 
millisecond, all while a creeping fingertip 
flirts with the trigger. Finally, a surprise 
break, and the roar commands the attention 
of all within earshot. One clean shot. One 
quick kill. Decades of practice.

Two Gurus and a Hobby
Few gun experts know more about competi-
tive shooting than Doug Koenig and Bruce 
Piatt. They also know their way around wild 
game. If their crosshairs or sights meet a tar-
get or warm body, it generally dies.

“I’ve been shooting since I was a kid,” Piatt 
says. “I started competitively in the early 
1980s, mainly up and down the East Coast.  
I started traveling the entire country. If it 
goes bang, I’ve shot and competed in it. I’ve 

won the Bianchi Cup six times, including in 
2020, among other titles.”

He also served as a full-time police officer 
from 1986 to 2018. Now retired from that, 
he has more time to spend competing and 
hunting, too.

Koenig has been a competitive shooter 
for 33 years, and professionally since 1990. 
He’s won more than 80 national or world 
championships, in all disciplines.

“I started out as a hunter,” he says. “I still hunt.  
That’s a big part of my TV show—'Championship 
Season'—on Pursuit Channel. We do half com-
petitive shooting and half hunting.”

The competition world has taken both 
men around the world, such as Australia, 
Germany and New Zealand. But they both 
love hunting, and each of them truly believes 
being a competitive shooter gives them 
an edge against wild game. Here are eight 
reasons why.

Doug Koenig hunts a lot, and 
he’s convinced his time as a 
competitive shooter has given 
him a significant edge while 
hunting wild game. 
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http://dougkoenig.com/
https://brucepiatt.com/
https://brucepiatt.com/
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1LEARNING EQUIPMENT
Hunters who don’t understand 
their tools are begging for disaster. 

Guns and bows alike are mechanical, and 
knowing how to recognize, diagnose and fix 
a problem is important, especially during 
a hunt. That means something to Piatt, 
and he even teaches the importance of 
understanding firearm mechanics.

“I’ve taken tips and tricks from every 
gunsmith I could listen to, and incorporated it 
into one big lesson,” Piatt says. “We do a five-
day class. At the end of it, you’re shooting the 
gun you made with your own two hands.

“Know your equipment,” Piatt continues. 
“Take your hunting gun to a sporting-clays 
course and practice with it. Even, competing 
with your hunting gun will make you more 
effective with it as a hunter.”

2MASTERING MECHANICS
Like with any discipline, a solid 
foundation rooted in good 

mechanics is critical for consistent success. 
Koenig says people commonly get in their 
own way of establishing these building 
blocks. He implores men and women alike to 
leave the egos at the door.

“They feel like they’re automatically 
supposed to be a great hunter, shoot well 
and kill stuff,” Koenig says. “You still have to 
learn the basic skillsets. You have to train.”

3CONDUCTING REPS
Good shooting form and muscle 
memory are one and the same, but 

their relationship is parallel to two knuckle-
headed dudes at the gym. They don’t mesh at 
first, but once they do, best friends for life.

FEATURE  |  HUNTING
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General prep, firearms training, dry-fire 
practice, all of these things and more carry 
over. They mean something.

“The trigger pull, the breathing, all of that 
stuff is something I’ve done so much that it 
never even enters my mind,” Koenig says. 
“I just pick my spot and execute the shot. 
It’s subconscious for me. Competition is a 
fantastic year-round way to train.”

4MIMICKING REALITY
Like most competitions, many 
shooting events are designed to be 

like the real thing. This is especially true with 
shotgun events.

“If you’re a sporting-clays shooter, the 
courses are set up to mimic exactly what 
happens in the field,” Piatt says. “They have 
a teal target that mimics teal birds. They 
have wall crossers mimicking pheasants in 
the field, or ducks or geese coming across 
the blind. When I go hunting, many of the 
shots are easy for me because I’ve seen the 
flight pattern in competition. I know when to 
take the shot, and when to hold up.”

He says, if you do that over and over again 
in competition, you can make a good shot in 
the field. Many times, in some ways, these 
shots in competition are actually harder than 
those in the woods. 

5PRACTICING POSITIONS
Koenig and Piatt leave no stones 
unturned. When prepping for 

competitions and matches, they hone every 
aspect, and every skill. These sessions also 
improve skills for the field.

“You’re taking your long guns and putting 
them in different positions, just like you 
would in the field,” Piatt says. “While deer 

More time behind the trigger, and especially more 
hours spent competing, help hunters perform better 
under pressure. 
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Spending time on the range doesn’t just improve 
competition skills, it also makes marksmen more 
lethal as hunters. 
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hunting, you aren’t sitting on a bench. You 
aren’t relaxed. You’re pumped up. You’re 
also used to odd positions that matches put 
you in. You know what you can get away 
with, and you know what you can do.”

From equipment preparation to practice, 
everything carries over. Habitual warm-up 
routines make a difference for competitors 
and hunters alike.

“Before a big hunt, I’ll shoot 50 to 100 
shots—in different positions—through my 
hunting rifle just to wring out my gear,” 
Koenig says. “Most people who don’t 
compete might only shoot a box of shells 
before they hunt.”

6RELOADING FASTER
Learning how to reload rapidly is 
another beneficial skill for many 

hunters, especially waterfowl and upland 
bird enthusiasts. Being able to effectively 
and safely reload can result in filled bags 
and tags, or capitalized second chances.

“Snow goose hunting, in Illinois, there’s no 
limit,” Piatt says. “You can shoot as many 
as you want, and the farmers encourage 
it. When a tornado [of geese] is coming 
down, you can keep shooting. You load and 
shoot as fast as you can. We do it really fast 
in competition and you can use the same 
shotgun out in the field. If you can do it in 
competition under stress, when it’s time to 
do it in the field, it’s just that much easier.”

7BEATING BUCK FEVER
Most hunters, and even non-hunters, 
are aware of buck fever. For those un-

familiar, it’s adrenaline pumping through your 
veins. Stress peaks, resulting in muscular 
shaking and poorer shooting. Competitors ex-

perience this stress regularly. But, like veteran 
hunters, they also learn to manage it.

“I teach my students, a lot of the time 
they’ll start shaking, and all of a sudden 
realize they’re shaking, and they’ll shake 
even more,” Piatt says. “It builds. But if you 
let it happen and do what you have to do, it 
won’t build. But everyone shakes.”

8UNDERSTANDING ETHICS
Finally, seeing and executing an ethi-
cal shot is the final act in beating buck 

fever. Koenig says, once an animal is in front 
of you, it’s not as hard as if you haven’t done 
any training at all. A major aspect of this skill 
is knowing personal limits, though. Repeated 
range time and competitions help shape that.

FEATURE  |  HUNTING

Bruce Piatt is a decorated competitive shooter.  
He believes his decades of firearms practice make 
him a more ethical and effective hunter.
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“You have to make an ethical shot,” Piatt 
says. “If you’re not a competitive shooter and 
you’re just a hunter, many think just going 
out to the range or sitting on the bench in a 
relaxed situation is enough. But when you’re 
3-gun shooting, and when you’re a competitive 
shooter, you’ve taken your shooting and added 
stress and competition. You know what your 
equipment does when the time comes to make 
an ethical shot.”

More to Learn
While being a professional shooter doesn’t 
guarantee a dead bird, buck or bull, it certainly 
helps from a firearms perspective. Still, there 
is much more to learn about hunting.

“As a hunter, [competitive shooting] 
doesn’t help get closer to a deer,” Koenig 
says. “But it helps once they get the oppor-
tunity to take the shot.”

The more trigger time someone has—
professionally or recreationally—the better 
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their chances of making that bullet or 
broadhead count. Even amateur shooters 
serve to benefit from competition.

“Say you’re a hunter, and you don’t 
competitively shoot,” Piatt says. “There’s 
no reason why you can’t take your hunting 
guns and try your luck in a competitive field. 
Most everyone there will help you out.”

Regardless of one’s background, if they 
love the outdoors, they’ll likely love the 
courses and ranges the likes of Koenig and 
Piatt commonly find themselves on. It’s a 
synonymous lifestyle to hunting.

“Hunting season is what got me into 
competitive shooting,” Koenig says. “You 
wait all year, do all the prep, and go out 
the first day. Sometimes it happens quickly 
and it’s all over. I wanted something 
the rest of the year. And when I found 
competitive shooting, that’s exactly what it 
did for me." �

Doug Koenig has won more than 80 
national or world championships in 
the past 33 years. 
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If you’ve never cleaned your Ruger 10/22’s rotary magazine 
because it seems too complex to take apart and reassemble, 
we’re going to demystify the process for you. In order to avoid 

struggling with its spring-loaded reassembly after cleaning, we’ll 
show you an inexpensive tool to improve your quality of life: 
the Tandemkross 10/22 Mag Tuner and Assembly Tool.

While disassembling the 10/22 rotary magazine is no big 
deal, reassembly can be tricky, especially since the spring must 
be rewound to exactly the correct tension or the magazine 
will not feed properly. 

Don’t fear the Ruger. Avoid problems while 
cleaning and reassembling your Ruger 10/22 
rotary magazines with these tips.
STORY AND PHOTOS BY ART MERRILL, FIELD EDITOR

DEMYSTIFYING 
10/22 ROTARY MAGAZINE 
MAINTENANCE

FEATURE  |  MAINTENANCE

Takedown and 
reassembly 
of the 10/22 
rotary 
magazine 
is easy 
with some 
understanding 
and clever tools.
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The middle of a match, when your 10/22 
goes “click” instead of “bang,” is no time to 
discover it’s gummed up with bullet wax and 
crud, or that you wound the magazine spring 
a bit too loose. To avoid this debacle, let’s 
take the mag apart, clean and reassemble it 
properly to ensure trouble-free operation.

SIMPLE TAKEDOWN
To disassemble the 10/22 rotary magazine, 
use a 9/64 hex wrench to loosen the cap nut 
screw at the front of the mag. On the back 
of the mag is a hex-shaped cap nut. Hold 
thumb pressure against it as you remove 
the cap nut screw and allow the back plate 
with cap nut to rotate counterclockwise 
under spring pressure. When the pressure 
is relieved, you’ll find the 10/22 rotary 
magazine disassembles into seven 
component parts, including a captive rotor 
spring. You can remove the rotor spring too, 
but this isn’t necessary for routine cleaning.

To reassemble the magazine, replace the 
feed lips assembly onto the magazine body. 
It has raised, round nubs (keys) of dissimilar 
size on each end, so it fits back together only 
one way and you can’t get it wrong. Hold it 

in place with a finger and drop the 
rotor into the magazine body 

with the protruding spring 
end up. That red rotor 

looks somewhat like a gear with teeth. One 
of these "teeth" is longer than the others and 
serves as a stop when it bumps against the 
feed lip assembly. Turn the rotor clockwise 
so that the stop rests against the feed lips 
assembly. Then replace the back plate.

The hexagon-shaped cap nut has a tiny 
receptacle hole to capture the end of the 
rotor spring. This is what winds tension 
onto the spring as you rotate the cap nut 
with the rotor stop up against the feed lips 
assembly. Insert the spring end into the cap 
nut’s receptacle and turn the cap nut with 
finger pressure until you feel the rotor’s 
stop contact the feed lips assembly, if it’s 
moved. From this point, using one of the flat 
hexagon edges as reference, that edge must 
be turned clockwise against spring pressure 
for the distance of exactly 8 corresponding 
flat edges in the back plate. This is one full 
turn, plus the distance of two additional flat 
edges, or one and one-third turns. The cap 

nut takes a 7/16-inch wrench.

The Tandemkross Mag Tuner Assembly Tool kit 
makes 10/22 magazine reassembly a snap.
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A visual aid can be a big help. Make a pencil 
mark on one of the cap nut’s flat edges and 
watch it as you count it pass seven flat edges 
in the back plate to align with the eighth flat 
edge (11⁄3 turns). Push the cap nut down into 
place and hold it with thumb pressure as you 
insert and tighten the cap nut screw.

NIFTY TOOLS
All easier said than done, as it can be difficult 
to simultaneously hold the back plate in place 
while also turning the cap nut against spring 
pressure with a 7/16-inch wrench and then 
snap the nut into its recess. Under increasing 
spring pressure, the cap nut tends to slip out 
from the wrench as you turn it, or it jumps 
free, unwinding the spring, as it transitions 
any gap between wrench and recess.

Those folks at Tandemkross, makers of 
innovative accessories and tools for rimfire 
competitive shooters, have obviously 
struggled with the Ruger 10/22 rotary 
magazines themselves. Following the axiom 

FEATURE  |  MAINTENANCE

Remember the cap nut and back 
plate are under spring pressure.

Step one is to remove the magazine’s cap nut screw.

The feed lips assembly has round keys on the ends.

Mag rotor stops against the feed lips assembly.

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2020/9/21/2-great-tools-for-the-ruger-1022
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that frustration is the real mother of invention, 
someone there has found an easier way to 
reassemble the magazine. The Tandemkross 
Mag Tuner and Assembly Tool is actually a 
three-piece tool kit consisting of a synthetic 
cap nut tool, a synthetic reassembly assist 
tool and a standard 9/64 hex wrench. The kit 
comes in a zippered plastic pouch to keep 
the pieces together. An attached key ring and 
small carabiner permits attaching the pouch 
to whatever you want.

With the Tandemkross kit, insert the 
reassembly assist tool through the front of 
the magazine body and drop the rotor onto it. 
Replace the back plate. Use the Tandemkross 
cap nut tool to hold the cap nut captive as you 
withdraw the reassembly assist tool from the 
magazine body. Turn the cap nut one and one-
third turns (eight flats), then push the spring-
loaded tool handle down to snap the cap nut 
down into its recess. Remove the tool then 
hold the cap nut in place with your thumb as 
you insert and tighten the cap nut screw.

The rotor spring end fits into that tiny hole in the cap nut.

Insert the Tandemkross reassembly assist tool.

Here, the rotor stop contacts the feed lips assembly.
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Note that you can use the cap nut tool’s 
handle as a visual reference, too. Put a 
pencil mark at the back plate’s 12 o’clock 
hexagonal flat edge position. With the rotor 
stop contacting the feed lips assembly, 
count two hexagonal flats on the cap nut 
counterclockwise from 12 o’clock (at about 
the 8 o’clock position) and mark it with the 
pencil—this is the flat you want to end up at 
12 o’clock for proper spring tension. Attach 
the cap nut tool so that one of its handles 
overhangs the marked cap nut flat, turn the 

tool a full one and one-third revolutions until 
that handle is at 12 o’clock and snap the cap 
nut into its recess. If the pencil marks are 
aligned, you did it correctly.

There’s an excellent three-minute video on 
the Tandemkross website that clearly illus-
trates use of the tool kit. You don’t have to 
buy the tool kit to view the procedure, but if 
you do, you may end up buying one because 
the low $14.99 price is worth the cost of frus-
tration lost and confidence gained in keeping 
those rotary mags operating perfectly. �

The back plate has recessed hexagonal flats that 
correspond to the six flats on the cap nut.

Mark the back plate at 12 o’clock and the cap nut at 
the 8 o’clock flat.

Use the Tandemkross cap nut tool to easily reinstall the 
cap nut and snap it into the recess in the back plate.

With the marks aligned, the magazine rotor spring 
has the correct tension.

https://www.tandemkross.com/1022%C2%AE-Magazine-Assembly-Tool-with-Pouch-and-Carabiner_p_228.html
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WHITE OAK ARMAMENT

DISTINGUISHED DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OPTIC

AFTER ITS RELEASE, WHITE OAK’S NEW SERVICE-RIFLE OPTIC 
SOLD OUT IN JUST A FEW DAYS AND SENT SHOCKWAVES 

THROUGHOUT THE HIGH-POWER COMMUNITY. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SERENA JUCHNOWSKI
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TThe rule changes of 2016 forever 
altered the landscape of service rifle 
competition. However, it was 2020 that 

changed the world. 
With people confined to their homes and 

matches cancelled across the country due to 
COVID-19—competitive shooters have been 
more anxious than ever to get out on the range. 
Some have used the time to practice, honing 
their skills for the next season. Others took the 
year off, losing motivation with nothing to look 
forward to. White Oak Armament (WOA) sent a 

shockwave through the service rifle community, 
releasing a new scope designed with the ser-
vice rifle competitor in mind—a scope that sold 
out within days of its release. 

Many competitive shooters, myself among 
them, were saddened when the Leupold WOA 
Mark AR scope, one of the first on the scene 
with the 2016 rule changes, went out of produc-
tion. While possible to replicate the scope with 
modifications from the Leupold Custom Shop, 
one of the most affordable dedicated service 
rifle scopes ceased to exist. 
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In September 2020, White Oak Armament 
released the Distinguished Rifleman scope, a 
2-year project spearheaded by WOA founder 
and accomplished rifleman John Holliger.

“My goal was to have a scope that had 
features tailored to the unique requirements of 
the service rifle shooter,” Holliger said. “Many 
of the other scopes being used have features 
aimed at making the scope appeal to a broader 
audience. I wanted a scope aimed squarely and 
unapologetically at the service rifle shooter.”

Though at a higher price point than the 
WOA Mark AR scope, $849.95 puts the new 
Distinguished Rifleman scope below the cost of 
a Nightforce Competition SR or a Leupold VX-
4.5HD Service Rifle scope. The Distinguished 
Rifleman scope features 1-4.5 variable power 
in a 30 mm tube. The back of the eyepiece 
allows for focus adjustment, while a side knob 
features click adjustable parallax labeled from 
10 yards to infinity, though it does spin below 
the 10-yard mark.

Differentiation among most service rifle 
scopes comes down to the reticle. A simple 
circle with a 7.5-MOA diameter ring around a 
0.75-MOA illuminated dot combines a precise 
aiming point with the look of an iron site aper-
ture. Cant indicator lines fill the right and left 
edges of the field-of-view. Lines are etched 10 
degrees apart to allow those who do shoot with 
a cant to remain consistent between shots. 

Holliger included the lines as a result of his 
own experiences.

“They are simply a reference for those of us 
who shoot with a cant. I shoot a considerable 
cant sitting so I will check my cant a couple 
times during the 3-minute preparation period 
to make sure I am building my position 
consistently … After that I do not give them a 
second thought.” 

The DR scope is available in two models: one 
with MOA knobs for windage and elevation 
adjustment, one with click knobs marked every 
five clicks for easy reference. Both styles of 
knobs have quarter-minute clicks, and a bottom 
stop with two revolutions of 25 MOA per revo-
lution. I opted for the MOA model. 

The very first thing I noticed about the WOA 
Distinguished Rifleman scope was its size. Con-
siderably larger than the Leupold WOA Mark AR 
scope I have always used, I was concerned that 
it would be too hefty, especially in the standing 
position. Pleasantly surprised, I did not notice 
any change in weight at all.

I did not think twice about using the compat-
ible lens reducer—something I believe every 
shooter should have. I used the smoke lens 
reducer to ensure that my eye was centered 
behind the scope and was very impressed 
that it threaded into the scope. Once installed, 
the lens reducer did not move or fall out. The 
included scope caps fit snugly and remained in 
position, unlike other scope caps I have used 
that spin and fall off. 

The WOA DR scope performed well. I especially liked the 
dot at the 200-yard line, and appreciated how the circle 
functioned similarly to the aperture sights for Palma. 
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There are some features I never touched. I nev-
er moved the magnification from 4.5x, though I 
must admit I do like having the option to do so.  
I completely ignored the cant lines, and for those 
who are concerned, they do disappear when one 
is focusing on the circle or dot as one should. 

Using this scope was the first time I have ever 
shot with an illuminated reticle. I could see the 
dot fine with the illumination turned off, though 
in certain light conditions it did provide a nice 
accent. Many competitors have spoken of 
“losing the dot” with other scope reticles.  
I always used the Leupold wide duplex reticle 
and there were definitely times I have lost the 
crosshairs in the center. I have always favored 
a simple reticle and was impressed with how 
much I like the circle with dot system. The circle 
left just a small line of white around the target 
black. My brain immediately recognized the 
resemblance to aperture sights and I relaxed, 
settling into a process I have orchestrated 
countless times in Palma and smallbore. 

To put the scope to the test, I fired in an 
Excellence-in-Competition match at Solon 
Sportsmen’s Association in Richmond 

Township, Ohio. Throughout the course of the 
match, I made several observations. I could not 
always see the illumination in the conditions 
present and ultimately decided not to use it. 
I started out focusing on the circle but soon 
found my brain focusing on the dot as I could 
see the scoring rings at 200 yards. I lost a few 
points throughout the day as I made varying 
decisions to focus on the dot or the circle in my 
experimentation, but still came in second place 
with a 480-11X. Impressive for a first match 
with a brand-new scope. I had no tracking 
issues the entire day and actually found that 
with the dot in offhand I was often shooting 
inside my call, or rather, shooting higher 
scores than I thought I fired.

Overall, I consider this a fantastic scope. 
Though I have always preferred crosshairs, I 
adored the simplicity of this reticle, with the 
exception of the cant lines, which I forgot were 
there. I did not notice much in adjusting paral-
lax between yard lines, but the ability to dial 
down the parallax for dry-fire practice or SCATT 
training is invaluable. No longer is the target so 
fuzzy to make an accurate call.

Learn more at whiteoakarmament.com. �

The White Oak DR scope has click-adjustable parallax 
knobs, which also makes it great for dry-fire practice at 
shorter distances. 

Though the scope was slightly bigger than expected, 
there was no significant weight penalty.
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https://www.whiteoakarmament.com/
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NRA SANCTIONED 

To be listed, NRA must sanction matches by the 15th of the 
month, two months prior to the month of the magazine 
issue. If you are interested in entering a tournament, contact 
the individual listed. For any cancellations or changes to 
this listing, please contact Shelly Kramer: (703) 267-1459; 
mkramer@nrahq.org, NRA Competitive Shooting Division.
Due to current social-distancing measures, matches listed here 
are subject to rescheduling.

2021 NRA NATIONALS AT CAMP ATTERBURY
The 2021 NRA National Rifle and Pistol Championships at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind., will kick off with registration for the Smallbore 
Championships on Tuesday, Jul. 6. The Smallbore Nationals 
will continue until Sunday, Jul. 18. The Precision Pistol National 
Championships begin with check-in on Tuesday, Jul. 20 and will 
conclude with the awards ceremony on Sunday, Jul. 25, with the 
F-Class Mid-Range Nationals starting Friday, Jul. 23. Moving on 
to High Power, the Mid-Range Nationals will begin on Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, and Long-Range will close out the NRA High Power Rifle 
Championships with the awards ceremony on Thursday, Aug. 19. 
Finally, the NRA Extreme Long-Range Championship will begin 
on Friday, Aug. 20 and conclude Sunday, Aug. 21 as the last NRA 
National Championship to be held at Camp Atterbury in 2021.

View the full 2021 Camp Atterbury 
NRA National Championships sched-
ule here. For more information, please 
visit the NRA Competitive Shooting 
website at competitions.nra.org,  
call (877) 672-6282 or email  
comphelp@nrahq.org.
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Oct. 2019—John Parker (c.) with friends at a charity trap shoot in 
Denver, Colo., where temperatures were in the low 10s.

mailto:mkramer%40nrahq.org?subject=
https://competitions.nra.org/competitions/nra-national-matches/camp-atterbury
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2020/8/5/2021-nra-nationals-at-camp-atterbury-schedule-released
https://competitions.nra.org
mailto:comphelp@nrahq.org
https://www.ssusa.org/coming-events
https://www.nratravelcenter.com
https://www.nratravelcenter.com
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PAGE FROM HISTORY: AMERICAN RIFLEMAN

With its Maynard tape-priming 
system, the U.S. Model 1855 
percussion rifle-musket was state-

of-the-art when adopted by the U.S. Army. It 
was the standard longarm of regular Army 
forces at the start of the Civil War and was 
used by both sides throughout the conflict. 

Secessionist forces fired on Fort Sumter, 
and the fort’s subsequent surrender caused 
President Abraham Lincoln to call for 75,000 
volunteers on Apr. 15, 1861, to put down the 
rebellion. The 1st Michigan Infantry regiment 
left its state on May 13 for Washington. 

As the regiment marched through the 
streets of Washington, Lincoln was heard 
saying, “Thank God for Michigan.” It was the 
first western regiment to reach the nation’s 
capital. When the men of 1st Michigan 
arrived, they were armed with .58-cal. U.S. 
Model 1855 percussion rifle-muskets. 

The Model 1855 rifle-musket was the first U.S. 
regulation arm to use the .58-cal. hollow-base 
Minié bullet. At the time, then Secretary of War 
Jefferson Davis authorized the adoption of the 
Model 1855 as the U.S. Army’s standard arm on 
July 5, 1855, replacing the .69-cal. Model 1842 
percussion-smoothbore musket. 

The Maynard tape-primer system was pat-
ented in 1845 by Baltimore dentist Dr. Edward 

Maynard. Its purpose was to eliminate the 
need to manually place a percussion cap on 
the nipple each time the gun was fired. 

The Model 1855 rifle-musket remained in 
service throughout the war on both sides 
and represents the last developmental 
stage in the evolution of U.S. Military 
muzzleloaders. The Model 1855 story, 
however, did not end with the last guns 
produced at U.S. Military arsenals.  

Although parts and tooling for the Model 
1855 Springfield were moved from Harpers 
Ferry to Richmond in April 1861 to make 
the C.S. Richmond guns, the distinctive 
humpback lockplate remained without 
provision for the Maynard tape primers. �

U.S. Model 1855 Springfield:  
The Rifle-Musket of the Regulars

BY JOHN D. MACAULAY

The U.S. Model 1855 rifle-musket was issued to regulars 
and then sent to the states, north and south, under 
militia allotments. Some militia units received 1855s, 
including the well-connected 7th New York Militia.
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https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2020/6/11/us-model-1855-springfield-the-rifle-musket-of-the-regulars

