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Introducing the Yamaha XT-R Edition of ATV and Side-by-Side vehicles designed for dominating extreme terrain. 

Exclusive XT-R features include factory-installed WARN® winch, Special Edition paint and color-matched wheels with 

extreme tires, all for unmatched proven off-road capability.



This month’s cover feature is on the Mossberg MC2c com-

pact 9mm pistol, which author Dick Jones says “feels like a 

full-sized gun with plenty of space for the biggest hands.” 

The company’s re-entry into the pistol market after a century 

came with the highly-regarded sub-compact MC1c, and now 

the MC2c follows suit as a great-value 9mm for the price. 

Read our breakdown of the MC2c on page 20.

It’s no secret that Doug Koenig knows a thing or two 

about action-shooting ammunition. Now, the 18-time 

Bianchi Cup Champion has developed his own competition 

loads under the Koenig Shooting Sports name. Field Editor 

Chris Christian put the new ammo the test in September’s 

Product Focus. Additionally, Field Editor Art Merrill recently 

reviewed Fix It Sticks’ Torque Limiters, a line of torque tools 

useful for scope mounting. Learn more on page 12.

Score Sheets fans can rejoice, as this popular section 

of the digital magazine has returned after a brief hiatus 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. You can read coverage 

of NRA smallbore rifle regionals held in Rhode Island, 

beginning on page 18.

Astigmatism is a common condition that causes 

blurred vision. Less common is actually understanding 

what can cause astigmatism, as well as how to correct 

it. Our favorite optometrist, Dr. Norman Wong, has once 

again penned an excellent article, this time covering 

astigmatism, and the steps that competitive shooters 

afflicted by it must take to improve sight picture—

especially with optics. Check it out on page 26.

Winchester’s straight-walled 350 Legend cartridge has 

taken the hunting world by storm since its debut last 

year, and with good reason—it’s affordable, powerful 

and shootable. Now the company has upped the ante 

by adding a Power Max Bonded option in 350 Legend, 

using a 160-grain bullet. I had the opportunity to try this 

new load out last year in Missouri on a whitetail hunt. 

Find out what I learned on page 32.

After Eric Hollis, the owner of eponymous company 

Eric Hollis Slings, graduated culinary school, he 

embarked on a successful 25-year career as a chef. A 

chance meeting with master leather sling-maker Les Tam 

changed his course, however, and led him to pursue 

a new endeavor. Now, Eric Hollis Slings is the hottest 

company building high-power rifle competition leather 

slings in the country. Serena Juchnowski brings us the 

story of how this top-tier chef started this company, 

which makes slings that high-power rifle shooters are 

willing to wait months and even years for. Read all about 

Eric Hollis Slings on page 36. 

John Parker
Executive Editor, Shooting Sports USA
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SHOOTERS’ NEWS

NRA RELEASES SCHEDULE FOR 2021 NATIONALS
The NRA has shared the schedule of events 
for the 2021 NRA National Rifle and Pistol 
Championships at Camp Atterbury, which 
is a full slate of Precision Pistol, Smallbore, 
High Power Rifle and Extreme Long-Range 
events. You can learn more details about 
next summer’s matches by reading Coming 
Events on page 40. Also, view the full 2021 
NRA National Championships at Camp 
Atterbury calendar here.

Now that competitions 
have resumed across 
the country, we want 
to see your Score 
Sheets! Here’s a quick 
refresher on how to 
submit a match report. 
First, download and 
complete the reporting form. Next, fill 
out the form and email your completed 
Score Sheets submission, along with any 
photographs, to shootingsportsusa@
nrahq.org. We generally publish Score 
Sheets two to four months after 
receiving a submission, depending on 
how complete it is. The most often-seen 
mistakes in submissions are incomplete 
sections, illegible handwriting, lack of 
photos and no contact information. Share 
the story of your favorite local match by 
sending in your Score Sheets.

SEND US YOUR SCORE 
SHEETS

Nightforce’s venerable line of NX8 riflescopes 
are now available with second-focal-plane 
reticles. The compact, NX8 2.5-20x50 mm 
(pictured below) and NX8 4-32x50 mm 
models sport an 8X zoom ratio, and are 
versatile optics often used for both close- 
and long-range shooting. Now, shooters who 
prefer a reticle in the second-focal-plane that 
remains the same size at all magnifications 
have new options. In addition, both scopes 
are available with MOAR and MIL reticles. 
$1,900, nightforceoptics.com.

SPOR TS

Tournament: 

Sponsoring Organization: 

Date:                      City, State:                                            Number Competing:       

Reporter’s Name:                              Phone:                         E-mail: 

   REGIONAL         SECTIONAL         STATE CHAMPIONSHIP         REGISTERED           APPROVED

You’re the reporter—tell us your story! Let your fellow competitors around the globe know just what went on at your 
event, beginning with who won, how they won and what equipment they used. A few personal details about the winners 
and a quote or two always add special touches to match coverage. Be sure to describe the highlights of your event and 
what may have made it different from other events you’ve conducted. Feel free to add other pertinent information about 
your club or range. 

E-mailing the report or attaching a typewritten story on a disk containing the file in an ASCII or MS Word format is 
highly recommended. We also request that you include digital photographic images from the match, with a final size of 
at least 5x7 at 300 dpi. Sorry, your images will not be returned. Please double check your facts and name spellings. 
Make sure all blank fields  are completed and everything is legible.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
While we make every effort to include all submissions in a timely fashion, the Score Sheet department is often limited in size. 
Therefore, forms that are submitted in proper format within one month of the match will receive priority. When space 
allows, other submissions will be included. Incomplete entries will not be considered. We request your patience while our editorial 
staff reviews and edits your submission.

Thank you for your time and support. 

Managing Editor, SSUSA

Please fill-in the fields and email your score sheet, photos & captions to: shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org.  
If you are unable to email your report, please mail it to: National Rifle Association,  
Attn: Shooting Sports USA, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400.

VER FEB 2011

Local Match Report

SECOND-FOCAL-PLANE 
NIGHTFORCE NX8 OPTICS 
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https://www.nightforceoptics.com/riflescopes/nx8/nx8-25-20x50-f2
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AIMPOINT LAUNCHES 
NEW WEBSTORE

Now you can purchase Aimpoint products 
directly from the company, thanks to its 
new webstore. The site offers access to the 
full line of Aimpoint red-dot reflex sights, 
magnifiers, parts, accessories, as well as 
Aimpoint logo gear. Additionally, exclusive 
product packages and configurations will 
be available. Best of all, active (and retired) 
military, law enforcement, EMTs, firefighters, 
private security and government employees 
can receive discounts on select Aimpoint 
products. Visit the new Aimpoint webstore.

At the 2020 SCTP National Championships, 
Beretta USA presented the inaugural Cav. 
Ugo Gussalli Beretta Skeet Scholarship, 
awarded to the high school-aged, top athlete 
in American Skeet (male or female) shooting 
a Beretta shotgun. Congratulations to Soren 
Hanson of the KCCL Orange Crushers, 
who scored 198/200 in American Skeet at 
Nationals to win the scholarship. For his 
performance, the company provided Hanson 
with a new Beretta 694 shotgun, as well as 
a scholarship trophy. As for his future plans, 
Hanson will be attending Northern Michigan 
University this fall for a Construction 
Management degree. Learn more about the 
new scholarship at beretta.com.

INAUGURAL BERETTA 
SKEET SCHOLARSHIP
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https://www.beretta.com/en-us/beretta-usa-to-present-inaugural-cav-ugo-gussalli-beretta-skeet-scholarship-at-2020-sctp-nationals
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WHAT’S IN YOUR RANGE BAG,  

MARY TUCKER?
BY MICHELLE CERINO

Last month in Range Bag, we featured 
University of Kentucky rifle shooter 
Will Shaner. For September, we  

have Shaner’s collegiate teammate, NRA 
All-American and fellow 2021 U.S. Olympic 
Team member, Mary Tucker. Find out what 
she keeps in her range bag.

What are your first memories of handling  
a firearm?
I started early. The first firearm I ever shot 
was an old wooden .22 LR when I was only  
9 years old. Then, I caught the 3-Gun bug at 
13, moving on to precision rifle at 15.
 
Tell us how you began in competitive 
shooting.
In the summer of 2017, I started to really 
concentrate on my competitive shooting 
skills. A few people told me I wasn’t going 
to be any good at the sport, and I wanted 
to prove them wrong. Now, I shoot for the 
University of Kentucky, the U.S. Olympic 
Team and IShoot Consulting. 
 
Please share with us some of your major 
competitive shooting accomplishments.
Without going into specifics:

  ■ Medals at 2019 Meyton and H&N Cups
  ■ High qualification score at Rio 2019

  ■ NRA Collegiate All-American/Shooter  
of the Year

  ■ GARC First Team/Shooter of the Year
  ■ Multiple National Records

What firearms and other gear do you use  
for competition? 
During competition, I shoot a Pardini air rifle 
with R10 pellets. Additionally, I use a Bleiker 
smallbore with Eley ammunition. I have a 
custom palm block on my air gun, as well as 
a stabilizer on my smallbore, that were both 
made by Matt Rawlings. I wouldn’t trade 
them for anything. 
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Tell us about your range bag and what you 
carry in it besides your firearms.
For my range bag, I use a 5.11 Tactical rolling 
duffel bag. This bag is compact, lightweight 
and I love all the different compartments it 
has. Inside, I carry my Capapi suit, Pelican 
sightbox, pistol carrier with all my buttplates, 
emergency screws, AHG boots on shoe trees, 
an offhand stand and box, gloves, sling, 
journal and my favorite—Rice Krispie treats.
 
What do you do in your free time?
What free time? When I do get any time off, I like 
to ride horses or work on my Jeeps.

Any tips for new shooters?
Practice at every opportunity you get. Like I 
mentioned earlier, there is no such thing as 
free time when you could be practicing. Carry 
a wobble board to do balance training. Have 
the will to set and achieve big goals, but don’t 
stress yourself out. Be confident and enjoy 
yourself. Also, make sure to read the book 
With Winning in Mind by Lanny Bassham. •

The contents of Mary 
Tucker's range bag include 

her shooting suit, boots, 
gloves, sightbox, guns, 
ammunition and more.
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SHOOTERS’ NEWS

MONTHLY
PHOTO CAPTION CONTEST

Submit your humorous photo caption to shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org no later than Sept. 20, 2020, in order to 

appear in the October 2020 issue. Each month, we will share submissions with our judges. The winning caption 

author will receive a box of CCI Clean 22 Rimfire Ammo.

SEPTEMBER
Your Caption Here!

AUGUST
"The only 'star' in this  

scenario is from Texas."
August's winning caption  

submitted by: Stan Bayley of  
Billings, Montana.

mailto:shootingsportsusa%40nrahq.org?subject=
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/4/15/wringing-out-cci-s-new-clean-22-rimfire-loads
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Locate Lapua products near you: 
Capstone Precision Group  |  660-460-2800  |  sales@capstonepg.com
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It’s a rare competitive shooter who has 
not heard of Doug Koenig. From his 
first match in 1986 at the age of 17, the 

current captain of Team Ruger has earned 
an impressive reputation with more than 70 
National and World Championship titles—
including 18 Bianchi Cup wins, three-time 
SCSA World Champion and 2016 NRA World 
Shooting Champion, among many others.

That shooting expertise led to the founding 
of Koenig Shooting Sports, which produces 
products that help competitive shooters 
better their game. Among them is the 9 mm 
Competition load ($19.99 per box). This is a 
110-grain JHP bullet at an advertised 1150+ 
f.p.s., although the barrel length is not given.

I was supplied with some and used it in test 
reports on a CMMG 9mm PCC and a S&W 
Performance Center M&P. It worked well in 
those for the few rounds fired. I was then 
asked to give it a thorough “wringing out.”

I wanted a variety of barrel lengths and barrel 
twist rates in the mix, so I selected three guns 
I’ve had a lot of match experience with. They 
were a M&P Standard 9 mm with a 4.25-inch 

barrel in 1:10-inch twist, a 5-inch M&P C.O.R.E. 
with a Trijicon SRO 5 MOA reflex sight and 
KKM 1:16-inch twist barrel, and a Ruger PC9 
Carbine (16.12-inch barrel in 1:10-inch twist) 
with a SIG Romeo1 6 MOA reflex sight. None 
of these were involved in my earlier tests.

I began accuracy testing from the 25-yard 
bench on my range with the 4.25-inch M&P. 
After much ammo testing, this gun has shown 
itself to be a 3-inch gun with favorite loads, 
with 3.5-plus inches more the norm. The 
average groups from the Koenig loads were 

PRODUCT FOCUS

KOENIG SHOOTING SPORTS

9MM COMPETITION AMMO
THOSE FAVORING LIGHTER BULLET WEIGHTS  

WILL FIND THIS A USEFUL LOAD.
BY CHRIS CHRISTIAN, FIELD EDITOR
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https://atlantaarms.com/products/koenig-defense-9mm-110gr-jhp.html
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2020/7/10/review-cmmg-resolute-mk4-pcc-9mm
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definitely in the “good zone.” The C.O.R.E. 
was next. Its best load will do 2.25-inches and 
this ammo wasn’t much above that. With the 
PC9, the best load produced a group-size of 
0.86-inches. Most fall into the 1.25- to 1.40-inch 
range. The accompanying accuracy chart will 
show the Koenig ammunition wasn’t the best, 
but wasn’t far off.

As I expected, the recoil was the “snap” 
one gets when light bullets are driven to 
appropriate Power Factor (PF) velocities, 
although it seemed a bit less snappy than 
115- and 124-grain loads.

Accuracy, however, is only half the compe-
tition equation. The load must also make the 
required PF for the gun division being shot. 
The 9 mm normally requires a 125 PF in USPSA 
and IDPA. If the load doesn’t make the PF, 
accuracy becomes meaningless. Once the 
bullet weight is established, both USPSA and 
IDPA fire three rounds across a chronograph 
to determine if the load makes it. USPSA av-
erages the three rounds, while IDPA requires 
that two of the rounds make the 125 PF.

Air temperature was 86 degrees when I 
set up my Oehler three-screen chronograph 
with the start screen set at the customary 
10-foot distance. I then ran five rounds of 
a known match load from my C.O.R.E. to 
confirm the chrono was reading properly.

Velocities from the 4.25-inch M&P were 
skating right on the 125 PF line. The three-
round average would have made it for 
USPSA, and two of the rounds did make it for 
IDPA, albeit barely. The increased barrel length 
on the C.O.R.E. boosted velocity, and all would 
have made it easily for either organization. 
With the velocity increase of a 16-inch barrel, 
there was no concern with the PC9, and the 
accompanying chart shows the figures.

Function was perfect in all three guns; 
there were no malfunctions. I might be a bit 
hesitant to take it to a major match with a 
short-barreled gun, given the chronograph 
variations. But with the more commonly 
used 4.75- and 5-inch pistols, and PCC—it’s 
a solid choice for those who acquire their 
match ammunition over-the-counter.
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Accuracy and Chronograph Chart
Accuracy tests conducted from a sandbagged rest at 
25 yards. Groups, reported in inches, are the average 
of three five-round groups. Velocities recorded on an 
Oehler 3 Screen Chronograph with the start screen 
set at 10 feet, and are the result of three rounds fired 
per gun—with minimum, maximum and average 
velocities shown. The Power Factor listed is for the 
average velocity recorded.

Gun Group Size 
(inches)

Velocity: Min/
Max/Average – PF

S&W M&P  
4.25-inch barrel 3.28 1132/1148/1140 

– 125.4 PF

S&W CORE  
5-inch barrel 2.37 1215/1227/1220 

– 134.2 PF

Ruger PC9 
16.12-inch barrel 1.09 1344/1363/1352 

–148.7 PF
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PRODUCT FOCUS

FIX IT STICKS

TORQUE LIMITERS 
PORTABLE AND BENCH-WORTHY

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ART MERRILL, FIELD EDITOR
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Tightening screws to proper tension 
on rifles is important for precision 
shooting, and overtightened 

screws on any firearm can cause as many 
frustrations as loose screws. Fix It Sticks’ 
get-it-right-every-time preset torque limiters 
are quality tools that are handy in the field 
and useful at the bench.

In my experience mounting scopes for 
a gunsmithing shop, I find most shooters 
tighten scope mount screws and ring screws 
far too tightly. They can be forgiven, as scope 
mounting systems differ from manufacturer 
to manufacturer, and very few of them 
include specific torque recommendations 
with their bases (mounts) and rings. 

Aluminum scope rings exacerbate the 
problem. Overtightening steel screws in 
an aluminum ring sometimes results in 
stripped ring threads. These can be drilled 
and re-tapped for a larger screw, but the 
labor cost for the gun owner lacking proper 
tools for the job typically exceeds the cost 
of replacement aluminum rings. Machine 
work to carefully drill out overtightened, 
broken-off screws and tap new threads runs 
about $15 to $50 per screw hole. If mounted 
correctly, aluminum scope rings can provide 
satisfactory performance and save cost. 
“Mounted correctly” includes torqueing 
ring and base screws to manufacturer 
recommendations, whether the rings are 
aluminum or steel. 

Receiver screws also need proper 
tensioning, especially for competitive 
shooters. Attached loosely to the stock, the 
barreled-action will, of course, move under 
recoil and deliver subsequent shots to a 
different place away from the preceding 
shot. Additionally, removing and reinstalling 

a barreled-action and then torquing the 
receiver screws to a value different than 
previously set could change the rifle’s original 
zero, particularly for long-range rifles. 

Loose screws can cause damage too. I’ve 
repaired several wooden stocks that suffered 
minor splitting under recoil because of a loose 
receiver screw. Torqueing receiver screws 
too tightly to wooden stocks crushes the 
wood fibers and can split or crack the wood. 
Tightening front and rear receiver screws 
to unequal or uncomplimentary values in 
synthetic stocks may affect group sizes.

KNOW YOUR TORQUE
While many are available, the Fix It Sticks 
torque tool kit stands out for being firearm-
friendly and eminently portable, portable 
for scope-mounting and minor repairs in 
the field. The heart of the Fix It Sticks kit 
are the four torque limiters preset to the 
most common torque values for firearms. 

Many shooters overtighten scope rings screws, 
which only need about 15-inch-pounds of torque.
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PRODUCT FOCUS

Scope manufacturer Leupold recommends 
tightening scope ring screws to 14- to 
16-inch-pounds; the Fix It Sticks 15-inch-
pound torque limiter hits the center. 
Shooters of heavy-recoiling rifles may feel 
more confident in tightening scope base 
screws—like Ruger’s proprietary ring and 
base system—to 25-inch-pounds (note these 
are steel-screws and steel-receivers mating); 
the kit includes a torque limiter preset to that 
value, which is also about right for torquing 
the receiver screws of many common rifles, 
too. The 45-inch-pound torque limiter is as 
high as I’d want to go for receiver screws in 
most bedded center-fire bolt-action rifles. 
The 65-inch-pound limiter is reserved for 
the receiver screws of the heaviest big-bore 
rifles with synthetic stocks and steel beds 
or pillars used in competitive precision 
shooting or sniping.

Fix It Sticks’ torque limiters look rather like 
ordinary ¼-inch socket-wrench sockets with 
color-coding bands for quick torque value 
ID, and are mounted to ¼-inch drive shafts. 
(For the metrically inclined, they are marked 
in Newton-meters as well as inch-pounds.) 
An included T-handle accepts these ¼-inch 
drive shafts at all three ends of the T, though 
they will fit any ¼-inch driver. The kit also 
includes 16 bits with Allen, Torx, Phillips 
head and straight-slot screw heads—again, 
all in sizes common to firearms. The single 
straight-slot screw head provided is hollow-
ground, the only type that should be used 
on firearm screws. 

In practice, an appropriate tool bit is 
inserted into the torque limiter’s ¼-inch 
drive receptacle, and the assembly mounted 
to the T-handle for tightening. The torque 
limiters do not “break” when reaching the 

PROPER TORQUING OF 
RECEIVER SCREWS IS 
IMPORTANT ESPECIALLY FOR 
COMPETITION RIFLES.
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preset loading, rather they “slip” with 
an audible clicking and simply cease 
tightening if the user continues to turn the 
handle. It’s important to note that the Fix 
It Sticks torque limiters work only in the 
clockwise (tightening) direction and must 
not be used to loosen fasteners.

To test the torque limiters, I used them 
to tighten receiver and scope mounting 
screws, and then employed a Wheeler 
Engineering adjustable torque wrench 
set to the same values to see whether the 
Wheeler agreed with them. I also reversed 
the procedure, tightening first with the 
Wheeler wrench and then the torque 
limiters. While not a calibration lab quality 
test, the Wheeler and the Fix It Sticks 
appeared to be in agreement, certainly 
within about a pound of each other. 

Fix It Sticks says its torque limiters are 
accurate to within +/- 6 percent, and retain 
that accuracy for 20,000 cycles. The kit 
tested here has a retail price of $280. Fix 
It Sticks also offers Long Range, 3-Gun, 
AR-15 and Glock kits with the appropriate 
tools. In addition to kits, 18 different 
torque limiters are available individually, 
from 4-inch-pounds up to 80-inch-
pounds, for $40 each, as well as the 
All-In-One Torque Driver, an adjustable 
torque limiter with a range from 15- to 
65-inch-pounds for $60. If you already 
have a pocket tool kit with a ¼-inch driver, 
these torque limiters essentially offer the 
addition of a torque wrench the size of 
your thumb.

Just because a tool kit is portable 
doesn’t mean it can’t have a place on the 
workbench, too. Visit the website to see 
the complete line of kits and tools. •

Fix It Sticks 
torque limiters 
will work with 
any ¼-inch drive 
bit or driver 
handle.

https://store.fixitsticks.com/
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SCORE SHEETS

2020 RHODE ISLAND METRIC 
PRONE REGIONAL
Smithfield Rhode Island Sportsmen’s Club
Smithfield, RI
July 19
18 competitors
Submitted by H. Rocketto
With temperatures hovering in the low 90s by 
the end of the day, there seemed to be almost 
as many discarded empty water bottles as 
expended brass filling the collection buckets 
at the Smithfield Rhode Island Sportsmen’s 
Club after the 2020 Rhode Island Metric Prone 
Regional on Sunday, July 19.

The match opened with Shawn Carpenter 
posting a match winning iron sight score of 
393-19X. Dave Czerwonka challenged him with 
a 389-21X for First Master while New Hamp-
shire gunsmith Frank Garbouchian kept close 
with 387-12X. Tavish McCoy, a Taunton, Mass., 
Marksmanship Unit junior, topped the Sharp-
shooter/Marksman class posting a 384-14X.

Joe Graf grabbed the Dewar match with 
391-20X, closing the gap between him and 
match leader Carpenter. Former National 
Three-Position Champion Jeff Doerschler 
made his play and scored a First Master 
win with a 389-24X, while Garbouchian 

was tight on his heels with a 389-16X. New 
Hampshire’s Ashlie Peters jumped to the 
fore in the combined class with 388-13X. 
Osvalt’s 384-14X kept the other Unclassified 
Masters at bay. Going into the final match, 40 
shots at 100 yards, the heat increased while 
the mirage became quite squirrely, and all 
the wind flags seemed to point in different 
directions. Doerschler skimmed out a tight 
win, shooting 388-19X while Garbouchian 
and Carpenter were in a tight battled with 
both ending up with identical 388s. Carpenter 
managed 16 Xs to Garbouchian’s 10 Xs, which 
gave him First Master honors and proved 
pivotal in the aggregate. McCoy’s 379-6X took 
the combined class, while Osvalt swept the 
Unclassified Masters carding a 378-10X.

At the end of the day, Carpenter beat out 
Graf for the gold, 1165-52X to 1163-46X. 
Garbouchian took home the bronze with 1162- 
38X. Although McCoy topped the combined 
class twice, Peters posted a 1149-32X to best 
his 1144-29X. With 10 juniors competing, 
Peters took that category title with a five-point 
pad on second place junior Osvalt.

The match also doubled as the Rhode Island 
Metric Prone Championship with those laurels 
going to Graf.

SMALLBORE RIFLE

2020 RI Metric Prone Regional participants.
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2020 RHODE ISLAND  
NRA CONVENTIONAL PRONE 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Smithfield Rhode Island Sportsman’s Club
Smithfield, RI
August 1
16 competitors
Submitted by H. Rocketto

The usual suspects gathered at the 
Smithfield Rhode Island Sportsman’s Club 
for the 2020 Rhode Island NRA Conventional 
Prone Championship on Aug. 1. As in the 
past, Grasso Technical High School Rifle 
Coach Shawn Carpenter and Smithfield’s 
Joe Graf went head-to-head for the gold. The 
first stage of the 50-yard match saw six 200s 
posted with Carpenter over Graf, 200-18X 
to 200-16X. Graf clawed back in the second 
stage with a near perfect 200-19X, but 
Carpenter posted a 200-18 for the match win, 
leaving Graf as First Master. Mike Jerome, 
of the Taunton, Mass., Marksman Unit, took 
the combined class with 400-3X with David 
Czerwonka in second place.

The 50 meter match saw Carpenter and 
Graf battle again, each dropping a point, but 
Graf had the X-count advantage. Jerome and 
Czerwonka were knotted at 398 but Jerome 
bested Czerwonka 32 to 25 in the X-count.

The Dewar Match saw scopes bolted to 
rifles, and former National Position Champion 
Jeff Doerschler took advantage of it. He 
opened with a stellar 200-20X at 50 yards and 
followed it up with 200-16X at 100 yards for 
the match win. Carpenter coughed up a point 
at 100 yards, but held on for First Master 
honors. Steve Roby came out of nowhere to 
take the combined class with 399-25X, while 
Czerwonka took second with 399-22X.

In the final match at 100 yards, Carpenter 
came steaming back with 400-33X, edging 
out first Master Frank Garbouchian by four 
Xs. Czerwonka posted 399-22X to win the 
combined class, with Jerome shooting a 
398-19X for second.

When the scores were tallied, Carpenter 
took home the gold with 1598-134X. 
Garbouchian was the silver medalist with 
1595-106X, while Czerwonka grabbed bronze 
on the back of his 1595-91X. Finally, Jerome 
led the combined class, shooing irons all the 
way with 1593-109X.

The Rhode Island State Conventional Prone 
Championship piggybacked on the Regional, 
and Czerwonka unseated perennial champion 
Graf by one point. Graf shot irons all day 
as he trained for the U.S. 2020 Wakefield 
International Postal Team later this year. •
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2020 RI Conventional Prone Regional participants.
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SSUSA.ORG  |  SEPTEMBER 2020   21 

Slim and lightweight, the MC2c 9mm compact  
pistol is a great value for the price.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DICK JONES

MOSSBERG 

MC2c

In recent years, the firearms industry has 
changed drastically and one company that 
has evolved to meet 21st century demands 

the most is Mossberg. For years, Mossberg 
has been known for affordable .22 LR rifles and 
its excellent Mossberg 500 shotgun. Mossberg 
has carved itself a niche for centerfire bolt-
action rifles, AR-15 rifles and most recently the 
company has entered the most active segment 
of the market—defensive pistols. Recently, 
I tested seven concealed-carry pistols for 
women and was quite impressed with 
Mossberg’s re-entry into the pistol market. 
The last Mossberg pistol was introduced 
more than 100 years ago to some success, but 
the sub-compact MC1c turned out to be an 
excellent gun. Now the company has moved 
into the compact-defensive pistol class with its 
new MC2c 9 mm. 

The MC2c doesn’t fit in any specific box. It 
weighs the same as a Smith & Wesson Shield, 
but sports a 4-inch barrel and a 13-round 
magazine capacity as opposed to seven 
rounds. It has the same magazine capacity as 
the Springfield Inc. XD 3-inch sub-compact 
but is much slimmer, 5 ounces lighter and has 

a 3.9-inch barrel. It’s also much slimmer than 
the Smith & Wesson M&P Compact, weighs 
6 ounces less and has the same capacity with 
the included extended magazine. It weighs less 
than the Glock G19, but is much slimmer and 
matches it in capacity and height when used 
with the extended magazine. In short, it bridges 
the gap between sub-compact and compact in 
a smaller and lighter package. None of this is 
important if the MC2c isn’t as good as those 
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other options, but based on my experience, it’s 
at least as accurate,in addition to being reliable 
and easy to shoot well. The most marvelous 
part—this gun is from a company with only a 
few years making a modern pistol design. 

The MC2c has a 3.9-inch barrel and weighs 
21 ounces. Magazine capacity is 13+1 with 
the smaller magazine, and 15+1 with the 
supplied 15-round magazine. It has a width 
of just 1.1 inches, barely wider than many 
single-stack sub-compacts. It has a dovetail, 
three-dot sights, a front rail and a flat-faced, 
bladed trigger. Grip surfaces are good, but 
not as good as the Smith & Wesson M&P 2.0 
surface. I particularly like the textured and 
checkered areas where the thumb should be 
for a high, thumbs-forward grip on the left 
side, and where the index finger should be 
when it’s not on the trigger. They make little 
difference for experienced shooters, but help 
me when training a new shooter. 

Access to the magazine release is easy, 
and the taper at the top of the staggered-
magazines finds the mag-well easily. Bore axis 
is low, and it’s easy to get a high grip because 
of a slight undercut of the trigger guard and 
top of the backstrap. The slide serrations at 
the rear are particularly grippy, and there are 
serrations on the front of the slide, though I 
never use them. The trigger is not particularly 
crisp, but there’s zero overtravel. It reminds me 
of the last bit of travel on an old PPC revolver, 
and I like it. I don’t focus on reset or really even 
notice it, but here it’s fairly short. 

I don’t shoot a lot of matches these days, 
but the last few matches I’ve shot have been 
defensive pistol ones with actual carry guns, 
like the Hellcat and P365. I carry small guns; 
therefore, I work on my skills with small guns. 
My plan for testing was to shoot a defensive 
pistol match with the MC2c, but recent 
matches have been canceled. Since I didn’t 

FEATURE  |  MOSSBERG

Recoil management is 
easy due to the generous 
grip surface. Double taps 
on USPSA targets were 

easy to accomplish. 
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want to wait for a match opportunity, I decided 
to set up a few stages and finished up with the 
qualification course I use for training concealed-
carry clients and church-safety teams. My 
stages involved movement, magazine changes, 
strong- and support-hand shooting and speed 
as well as accuracy at longer ranges including 
both paper and steel targets. While the stages 
I set up didn’t use IDPA or USPSA rules, they 
incorporated a bit of both. 

  ■ STAGE ONE: Barricade Strong and 
Weak. From a holster with both hands 
on the face of the barricade, draw and 
fire two shots each at five targets from 
the strong-hand side, strong hand only, 
change magazines and then shoot left 
side support hand only.

  ■ STAGE TWO: Gun on table, slide closed, 
magazine on table, hands at side. On 
timer beep, pick up the gun, load and 
fire one shot at each of six rectangular 
targets, change magazines and run to 
second box and shoot all six plates on 
the dueling tree. 

  ■ STAGE THREE: Three “no-shoot targets” 
covering three targets with only the 
head exposed. Begin at seven yards 
and put one shot on each target moving 
forward to five yards, then to three. 
Change magazines and move backwards 
from three, to five to seven. Ten-second 
penalty on no-shoot target hits. 

Shooting and handling a gun is a bit differ-
ent from competing in an accuracy and time 
event. I was pleased with the result shooting 
the MC2c. Of course, it isn’t a competition 
gun, but it’s a capable performer when accu-
racy and speed are required. I really liked the 
grip surface and felt it was second only to the 
excellent grip surface on the S&W 2.0. 

The grip is narrow but long enough to fill  
my hand and allow getting the heel of my 
support-hand solidly engaged in a high, 
thumbs-forward grip. As stated above, I really 
like the checkered panels where my support 
thumb and trigger finger rest when out of the 
trigger. Plus, the magazine release was easy 
to engage, and mags drop freely. The taper 
at the top of the magazines made finding the 
mag-well easy. 

In the match setup, I did notice things I 
hadn’t noticed before. First was the trigger. I 
really like the trigger on the MC1, but it’s a bit 
different from most striker-fired pistols. This 
isn’t to say it’s bad; it’s simply different. With 
most striker-fired pistols, there’s movement 
in the trigger that takes the trigger to the 
pressure wall or second-stage. Then more 
pressure on the trigger completes the cocking 
process, and the trigger breaks with a bit of 
over-travel. With the Mossberg, the initial 
move takes the trigger to the pressure wall. 
Instead of a hard break, there’s a bit more 
movement that ends with the striker falling, 
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but zero over-travel. The weight of pull and 
effort is the same, but the movement is 
different, and there’s zero over-travel. There’s 
little or no tactile input that the trigger has 
broken, only the gun firing. 

For the three-stage event, I invited eight 
other shooters for an evening shoot at the 
Gun Farm. Two shooters were using full 
USPSA raceguns and are better shooters 
than me. I finished third with the Mossberg 
and I was happy I managed to outshoot my 
grandson, who finishes about the same as 
me in matches. With my Church Safety Team 
qualification, I shot a respectable 492, or 
98.1 percent, which is about as good as my 
normal qualification with the SIG P365 I shoot 
all the time. 

It may sound strange, but the feel of the 
MC2c reminds me of the PPC revolvers I shot 
as a younger man. Those guns were double-
action revolvers, and there was a lot more 
trigger movement, but a rubber-snubber, 
or spring under the trigger, softened the 
break and produced zero tactile over-travel. 
It was a great trigger then and still is, but it’s 
different. I didn’t really notice the difference 
in normal testing, but it was noticeable when 
shooting under the constriction of time. 
With only 60 shots in the three stages, I was 
getting used to it by the third stage, but it 
was noticeable. 

I love three-dot sights when training new 
shooters. Aligning three dots equidistant 
makes it easy to convey proper sight picture, 
but I find the rear dots distracting when I 
shoot fast. Well, not really fast, but at least 
as fast as this aging rifle shooter can go. The 
good news is that a Sharpie can alleviate the 
problem if you don’t like the rear dots. 

With an MSRP of $490 and selling online 
for under $400, the MC2c is a great value. It 
comes with two magazines and has a similar 
or greater magazine capacity of comparable 
guns. An added bonus is that it’s the 
slimmest and lightest of the group (see chart) 
and costs less than the Glock and S&W. In 
short, it’s an attractive package and certainly 
worth checking out. Looks like Mossberg 
has figured out how to design a pistol. Learn 
more at Mossberg.com. •

FEATURE  |  MOSSBERG

GUN WEIGHT BARREL LENGTH CAPACITY WIDTH MSRP

Mossberg MC2c 21 oz. 3.9" 13/15+1 1.1" $490

Springfield XD 3” 26 oz 3" 13+1 1.2" $339

Glock G19 23.6 oz. 4.02" 15+1 1.26" $599

S&W M&P Compact 25.9 oz. 3.6" 15+1 1.23" $569

The flat front
trigger is bladed

and has an
unconventional

break, almost
reminiscent of
modified PPC

revolvers from my
past. Plus, there is 

zero over-travel.

https://www.mossberg.com/category/series/mc2c
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TAKING THE MYSTERY OUT OF 

Here are the steps shooters with astigmatism must take to 
improve sight picture, especially with optics. 

BY NORMAN H. WONG, O.D.

Shooting Sports USA received the 
questions below from an NRA Life 
member. These are good questions that 

arise time and time again. I would like to help 
by discussing what our shooters may need to 
know about astigmatism. Then, shooters can 
understand how and why steps need to be 
taken in order to improve sight picture. 

  ■ I need to learn how to select optics (rifle 
scopes, red dots, etc.) that will be useful 
with my astigmatic vision. Can you help?

  ■ Are some types of rifle scope reticles, or 
focusing or parallax systems, less prone 
to seeing multiple crosshairs?

  ■ Will some red dot systems (holographic?) 
show only one red dot?

I’ve often demonstrated astigmatism to my 
patients by squeezing a tennis ball to show 
a difference of curvature along a flatter axis 
and a steeper axis to simulate the cornea 
of the eye. The majority of astigmatism 
occurs on the cornea, primarily on the front 
surface, but it may exist on the posterior 

surface as well. Some astigmatism may 
also occur on the lens due to a tilt and/or 
unequal curvature of the lens surfaces or 
layers. The corneal surface is aspheric with 
the periphery flatter than the central portion. 
Because of the pupil limiting the usable size 
of the cornea, we are concerned primarily 
with the central corneal astigmatism. The 
average pupil size ranges from 2 to 8 mm, 
depending on the individual and the lighting. 
The astigmatic eye will cause blur images 
that are poorly focused onto the retina 
because there is no one focal point.

By definition (Borish, 1970), “Astigmatism 
is defined as a refractive condition in which 
a variation of power exists in the different 
meridians of the eye. Generally, one meridian 
exhibits the greatest and one the least power, 
and these are known as the principal merid-
ians.” These two meridians are 90 degrees 
from one another, and this is known as regu-
lar astigmatism. Less common is irregular 
astigmatism, in which the two meridians  
are not perpendicular.
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There are three types of astigmatism; 
With-the-Rule Astigmatism, Against-the-Rule 
Astigmatism and Oblique Astigmatism.  
In With-the-Rule Astigmatism, the horizontal 
meridian is flatter, while the vertical meridian 
is steeper. In Against-the-Rule Astigmatism, the 
horizontal meridian is steeper, and the vertical 
meridian is flatter. With Oblique Astigmatism, 
the meridian of the steeper curve would lie 
between 30 to 60 degrees or 120 to 150 degrees. 
The flatter meridian would then be 90 degrees 
from this steeper meridian.

For everyday tasks, mild astigmatism 
may not affect our vision very much, and 
we may do fine without having corrective 
eyeglasses. Over-the-counter reading glasses 
have only the plus power but no astigmatic 
power. Because of the low price and greater 
availability, many opt for this choice in spite 
of their astigmatism. When astigmatism 
affects vision and comfort, only the proper 
eyeglass prescription will provide optimal 
vision and comfort.

Many of our shooters are very astute 
and have a good understanding of their 
nearsightedness, farsightedness and/
or astigmatism. Along with their eyecare 
professional, they have found good 
solutions for obtaining their best sight 
picture. However, there are others who 
are not sure how their astigmatism relates 
to their ongoing visual problems while 

shooting. There are those who have 
corrective eyeglasses which correct their 
astigmatism, but they may still have 
problems seeing their sights well.

The prevalence of astigmatism occurs in 
about 30 percent of the population, slightly less 
in school-age children from ages 5 through 17, 
and slightly higher after the age of 30. By ethnic 
groups, astigmatism is least prevalent among 
African-American (20 percent) and highest 
among Hispanic (37 percent), with White and 
Asian falling between the two. From one study 
(Tait, 1956), astigmatism under 2.00D accounted 
for 85 percent of all cases. The following table 
shows the distribution of astigmatism powers 
(Duke-Elder, 1949).
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MY RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
NRA LIFE MEMBER WOULD 
BE TO HAVE A THOROUGH EYE 
EXAM AND GET PRESCRIPTION 
SHOOTING GLASSES.

Diagram showing axis orientation over eye from the 
clinician’s point of view.

AMOUNT PERCENT

0.50D 22.94

0.50D -1.00D 42.44

1.00D – 1.50D 16.18

1.50D – 2.00D 9.21

2.00D – 3.00D 6.39

3.00D and up 2.84

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2018/8/15/winning-vision-revisited
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2018/8/15/winning-vision-revisited
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While looking at your own prescription 
copy, you may wish to see which level of 
astigmatism is present in your eyes. Please 
note that your eyecare professional often 
reduces the actual amount of astigmatism 
in your eyeglass prescription for various 
reasons. For seeing your sight picture 
best, inform the eye doctor to give you the 
“exact” prescription.

There are no magical solutions with scopes 
to allow shooters to see well for their uncor-
rected astigmatism. It would be impossible for 
any scope manufacturer to provide for all the 
powers of astigmatism and orientations. The 
orientation is denoted in one-degree incre-
ments from 1 to 180 degrees. There are also 
seven powers covering the common range 
of astigmatism: -0.50D, -075D, -1.00D, -1.25D, 
-1.50D, -1.75D and 2.00D. There are a signifi-
cant number of individuals who have higher 
amount of astigmatism, including myself at 
one time.

Astigmatism may change with time as the 
eye changes with aging, so this power is not 
absolute. For example, my astigmatism while 
in college was -3.50D in both eyes. From the 
chart, I would fall among the 2.84 percent cat-
egory. My astigmatism had been decreasing 
gradually over the years, which is common, 
and after 50 years—and just prior to my cata-

ract surgeries—it was -1.50D in each eye.
Another point of some importance, when one 

looks at their copy of the eyeglass prescription, 
one clinician may write your prescription 
differently as compared to another clinician. 
There is the “minus cylinder form” and the 
“plus cylinder form.” For example, -2.00 - 1.50 
x 180 is the same lens power as -3.50 + 1.50 
x 90 but just written in two different forms. 
There would be no need go into further detail, 
but I brought this up to your attention because 
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Test showing which type of astigmatism may be present in one’s eyes.

While over-the-counter lenses will magnify your 
vision, they will not help with astigmatism.
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one may think there was a mistake or a big 
prescription change from one year to another 
but in reality, it was different nomenclature. 

Understanding your eyeglass prescription 
is fairly easy. Using the example of -2.00 – 
1.50 x 180, the 2.00 is the amount of spherical 
power needed to correct the spherical 
refractive error, with the – sign signifying 
minus power to correct nearsightedness 
(myopia). If it was +, then it would signify plus 
power to correct farsightedness (hyperopia). 
The -1.50 is the cylindrical power needed to 
correct the astigmatism with the axis at 180 
degrees. In this case, the eye has a flatter 
horizontal meridian along the 180 degrees 
axis, and a steeper vertical meridian at 90 
degrees. A -1.50D would then be needed to 
offset this steeper meridian but nothing for 
the horizontal meridian, and thus, this is a 
cylindrical power lens. If you are not doing 
so at this time, it would be a good idea to 
get a copy of the eyeglass prescription after 
each eye exam to keep on file, whether you 
actually intend to have it filled or not. An 
informed shooter becomes a better shooter.

The topic of aging eyes in our shooters 
comes up frequently, and when vision 
no longer is 20/20, the sight picture 
deteriorates. While using a red-dot optic, it 
may not simply be a blurred red dot onto a 
blurred bullseye. Often, along with the blur, 
there is also distortion. For senior shooters 
who have cataracts, choosing the best type 
of intraocular implant (IOL) before cataract 
surgery is vital to obtain the ideal outcome, 
especially for the needs of competitive 
shooters. For the benefit of those who have 
cataracts or who are showing minimal 
signs, let’s examine this condition which will 
impact everyone at some point in time.

After wearing eyeglasses with astigmatism 
correction for decades, it would then be 
possible to incorporate this astigmatic 
correction with the IOL. The ideal outcome 
after cataract surgery would be the patient 
being free of any refractive errors; no residual 
nearsightedness, farsightedness and/or 
astigmatism. Exact outcomes can never be 
guaranteed but by choosing the best cataract 
surgeon, one will have the best chance of 
the desired results. Being in the eyecare 
profession and knowing who was considered 
the top of the field, my one and only choice 
was the world-renowned cataract surgeon, 
clinical professor, clinical investigator and 
lecturer, Dr. David F. Chang of Los Altos, Calif. 
Imagine that my pre-op prescription of my 
aiming eye was -9.50 - 1.50  x 170  with 20/40 
vision, and after surgery, I was able to see 
20/20 and with no residual refractive error 
in both eyes. This was a life-changing event, 
considering I’ve worn eyeglasses for 55 years 
in order to see far distances. 

During surgery, while I was on the operating 
table, Dr. Chang used Intraoperative Wavefront 
Aberrometry to aid in determining the exact 
IOL power and placement of the toric IOL. 
He referred to the instrument used in this 

Test to show astigmatism and approximate axis from 
the patient’s point of view.

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/6/21/conquering-cataracts
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procedure to be similar to an autorefractor, 
which would ensure the best results. This was 
in addition to other standard measurements 
of the eye taken during my initial eye 
exam, which was needed to predict the IOL 
power. In two-thirds of the cases, the cataract 
surgeons using intraoperative refraction had 
changed their initial pre-op plan to achieve 
a better outcome. Needless to say, not all 
cataract surgeons have this instrument 
available. Interestingly, Dr. Chang commented 
“Bullseye!” during my post-op visit upon 
verifying the placement of the exact axis of 
the toric IOL, not realizing my background as a 
Bullseye pistol shooter. I’m sure that shooters, 
especially those who reload, can appreciate Dr. 
Chang’s diligence and precision.

One of the adjustments patients need to 
make after surgery would be getting used to 
seeing the difference of image sizes. For me, 
no longer needing the high-minus eyeglass 
lenses, image sizes are now larger by about 15 
to 20 percent. This is a huge difference when 
I acquire the sight picture, with the bullseye 
looking very big. (For further discussion on 
appearance of image sizes, read this article.)

My best recommendation to the NRA 
Life member would simply be to have a 
thorough eye exam and get prescription 
shooting glasses which would provide clear 
vision while seeing through scopes. Use of 
various apertures may help but again, there 
are no scopes, red dots or crosshair types 
which would compensate or correct your 
astigmatism. •

FEATURE  |  VISION

Concentric rings to test for astigmatism.
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When affected by astigmatism, your vision will be 
distorted to some degree at all distances.
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FEATURE  |  WINCHESTER

Having the high-performance, straight-walled 350 Legend cartridge was 
paramount for the success of this first-time deer hunter.

BY JOHN PARKER

The intoxicating, crisp outdoor winter 
air, a Monet-like bright blue sky, and an 
almost-eerie stillness had worked me 

into a mild hypnotic state. I was sitting in a 
ground blind that was brushed into standing 
corn early that afternoon, daydreaming, 
brain on pause, when a three-year-old 
whitetail buck swaggered his way into the 
field with six or seven does right behind. 
With binoculars up, I returned to reality and 
rocketed into the glorious here and now.

“Stay focused,” instructed my hunt partner, 
Nathan Robinson of Winchester Ammunition, 
as our sleepy blind awoke. “The trail cameras 
have shown a lot of activity here with bigger 
bucks. Let’s wait for them.”

Although we had finally seen deer, this was 
no ordinary hunt. For starters, this was my 

first whitetail hunt, a momentous occasion 
in itself. Additionally, we were at Indian Hill 
in east-central Missouri, an area known for 
monster whitetails.

Robinson didn’t have to work too hard to talk 
me into joining him at Indian Hill Outfitters for 
Missouri’s 2019 whitetail season opening day, 
where Winchester was showcasing its newest 
350 Legend offering with a bonded bullet. 
“It’s like Jurassic Park,” he said. “These bucks 
have some serious head gear.”

The opportunity to test a hot new cartridge 
in prime whitetail territory was too good 
to pass up. In addition to Robinson, I was 
with a group of outdoor writer all-stars to 
show me the ropes, including friend Josh 
Honeycutt, best known for his work with 
Realtree and others.

WINCHESTER 350 LEGEND 
POWER MAX BONDED

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/2/6/winchester-s-new-mature-cartridge-receives-saami-acceptance
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We were with Joe Ogden, the co-owner of 
Indian Hill. A top guide in Pike County, Mo., 
Ogden specializes in finding big-bodied bucks 
on 10,000 acres of prime Missouri whitetail 
deer country. Seasoned hunters descend 
from as far away as New York and Louisiana 
annually in pursuit of big brutes, and Indian 
Hill is well-equipped to serve them with a 
variety of blinds and stands, plus a large 
building specialized for butchering deer. 
Everything was in place for a perfect first 
whitetail hunt.

My confidence was bolstered due to the 
fact that I was using a new, unreleased (at 
the time) 350 Legend load. Winchester’s 
new straight-walled cartridge launched 
last year to much fanfare, mostly due to its 
affordability, performance and shootability. 
The new 350 Legend Power Max Bonded 
cartridge ups the ante by adding a 160-grain 
bonded, jacketed hollow-point bullet.  

A proprietary bonding process fuses the 
lead core to the copper jacket for deep 
penetration, maximum weight retention and 
rapid expansion—i.e., it’s ideal for quickly 
knocking down whitetail bucks, with their 
thick hides and bones.

Low recoil is another ace up the 350 
Legend’s sleeve; to me, it was on par with 
that of .223 Rem. It’s a forgiving round 
that’s ideal for newcomers to hunting or the 
shooting sports.

Winchester Ammunition New Product 
Development Engineer Kyle Masinelli and his 
team designed the 350 Legend cartridge from 
the ground up. Passionate about whitetail 
hunting, when you talk to him, you can tell he 
poured his heart and soul into the project.

“We developed this cartridge at our 
ammunition facility in Oxford, Miss., both 
the shellcase and the projectile,” said 
Masinelli. “With new products, we begin 
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Winchester Ammunition’s 
Kyle Masinelli takes aim 
with the cartridge he 
helped develop.

https://www.indianhillhunts.com/
https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2019/8/20/tested-winchester-s-350-legend
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with a brainstorming session to understand 
what new products are needed in the 
marketplace, and what kind of performance 
manufacturing those products may entail. 
350 Legend was no different.”

THE HUNT
Deer movement on opening day was slow in 
the morning. We were in an elevated blind, 
and after daybreak hit, we heard distant 
shots and became optimistic. No deer 
showed up. For the afternoon sit, we moved 
to a cornfield that Ogden said had been 
productive for previous hunters. He was 
right—not long after we arrived, there was 
an onslaught of does and many bucks. But, 
there were no shooters among them.

It wasn’t until the third day that I found 
my first buck worth dropping. I was already 
kind of antsy, because I hadn't seen any deer 
that morning. After lunch, I was dropped 
off at the same cornfield ground blind I had 
visited on opening day. It wasn’t even 10 
minutes into the sit before a buck happily 
made its way into a clearing about 30 yards 
away, right out in front of me. In my wildest 

dreams, I never thought I would get such a 
nice broadside opportunity. After seeing the 
reaction of the buck, I knew it was a good 
shot. You couldn’t have removed the grin 
from my face with a belt sander.

350 Legend 160-grain Bonded External Ballistics Chart
Distance (yds.) Muzzle 50 100 200 300

Velocity (f.p.s.) 2,225 2,028 1,843 1,511 1,243

Energy (ft.-lbs.) 1,759 1,462 1,207 811 549

Trajectory 

100-yard zero -1.5 0.3 ZERO -8.9 -33.2

150-yard zero -1.5 1.3 1.9 -5.0 -27.4

*Data based upon 20-inch barrel length and 1.5-inch scope to bore axis height.

FEATURE  |  WINCHESTER

The author took down this Missouri whitetail using Win-
chester’s new 350 Legend Power Max Bonded cartridge.
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Earlier that same day, Josh Honeycutt 
became the first person to ever nail a deer 
with the new 350 Legend Power Max Bonded 
bullet. He took down a five-year-old Missouri 
buck that he described in an excited group 
text message as “massive-sized.” The banter 
that evening was ebullient and festive, as 
we butchered our deer, drank beers and 
told stories after finding success in the field. 
Hunt camp is a special place.

One thing is for sure, although this was my 
first deer—it definitely won’t be my last. I 
can thank Winchester’s 350 Legend for that, 
specifically the Power Max Bonded load I 
was using. In a crowded marketplace, the 
reasonable price of 350 Legend compared to 
other straightwall cartridges—plus, its sheer 
effectiveness on bucks with lower recoil 
than other cartridges in the category—make 
it a must-buy for deer hunters. Learn more at 
winchester.com. •

Winchester XPR 350 Legend. $479.99, 
winchesterguns.com

Winchester 350 Legend Power Max Bonded. $22.99 
per 20-round box, winchester.com

Leupold VX-Freedom 3-9x40 mm. $389.99, leupold.com

Swarovski EL 8.5x42 mm binoculars. $2,388, 
swarovskioptik.com

Bolderton Outlands 3-Piece Parka System. $359.99, 
sportsmansguide.com

Featured Gear

Sighting in the Winchester XPR 350 
Legend with Leupold VX-Freedom 
3-9x40 mm optic.
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https://winchester.com
https://www.winchesterguns.com/products/rifles/xpr/xpr-intro.html
https://winchester.com/Products/Ammunition/Rifle/Power-Max-Bonded/X3501BP
https://www.leupold.com/scopes/rifle-scopes/vx-freedom-3-9x40-350-legend
https://www.swarovskioptik.com/hunting/el-42-c20011001/el-8p5x42-p5222897
https://www.sportsmansguide.com/product/index/bolderton-men039s-outlands-all-climate-series-3-piece-parka-system?a=2182885
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ERIC HOLLIS SLINGS 

FEATURE  |  HOLLIS

STABILIZING RIFLE POSITIONS AND STRENGTHENING FAMILY BONDS

ERIC HOLLIS ERIC HOLLIS SLINGS SLINGS 
ERIC HOLLIS SLINGS 
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Nearly everyone starts competing 
with a web or synthetic sling. As one 
advances, equipment begins to make 

a difference in scores, and most graduate to 
a leather sling. For high-power shooters, the 
options were clear, but a choice had to be 
made. Les Tam was the premier sling maker 
on the West Coast, but with a lead time of 
two years, procuring one of his slings was a 
waiting game. Dr. Jack Jones, sling-maker for 
the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, is well-
known and loved in the east, particularly in 
his home state of Ohio. The issue here was 
not a long lead time, but finding the elusive 
champion himself. Shooters scouring the 
internet for information on how to obtain 
one of his slings will find elaborate theories 
involving midnight rituals in the woods 
among other outlandish ghost stories. Enter 
one Mr. Eric Hollis.

FROM TOP CHEF TO 
LEATHERWORK
Looking to give back to the high-power rifle 
community, Eric Hollis of Palm Coast, Fla., 
never dreamed he would fill the need for an 
easily reachable quality sling-maker. Hollis 
was raised and attended culinary school in 
Michigan, working at the top restaurants 
in Detroit. His rave reviews led him to San 
Francisco, tied with New York City for elite 
status in the food scene. After 25 years, 
Hollis realized that he needed a change.

“I got in to a place like San Francisco, which 
doesn’t allow many people to be chefs … 
there’s a lot of restaurants. To be a top five-star 
chef at a really nice place takes a lot of work. 
That kind of work is 16-hour-day work. I was 
blessed that I had a job and I got paid really 
well, but once I had kids I never saw them.”

Hollis specialized in French Classical fine 
dining and opened more than eight restaurants 
in California. So how does a top-tier chef 
come to start a sling-making business? 

Though not an avid shooter, Hollis had 
some firearm experience. During a two-
year stint in Florida, he met a man at a gun 
range who introduced him to high power. 
Hollis unknowingly signed up for a match by 
agreeing to come observe the competition 
style. He was placed on first relay with a 
loaner coat and AR-15A2. Trial-by-fire led to 
return trips to the range, aggregation of his 
own equipment and an untimely call back 

The fascinating story of how 
a top-tier chef came to start a 
leather sling-making business.

BY SERENA JUCHNOWSKI  |  PHOTOS BY ERIC HOLLIS, LLC

After Eric Hollis left the West Coast and a thriving 
restaurant business, he learned how to make premier 
high-power rifle slings from one of the last great 
masters of the art, Les Tam (pictured above).
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to California for work. He was welcomed by 
the California high power community, which 
insisted he must order a sling from Les Tam 
in Hawaii. Hollis ordered one sling, waited 
two years for it to arrive, and decided that 
he should purchase another. When he called 
to order, Tam asked if he would like to order 
more than one. His declining health left no 
guarantee he would still be making them in 
two years.

In that moment, Hollis made a decision. 
“I’m gonna ask him if he’ll teach me his 
trade,” he told his wife Veronica. “Because 
I’m a chef, I work pretty well with my hands, 
and I’ve got an artistic kind of view to life 
because of the culinary arts. I think if he 
taught me, I could pick it up.” Tam agreed, 
and with the support of his family, Hollis 
used his scarce vacation time to travel to 
Hawaii and learn from Les Tam.

LEARNING FROM A MASTER
Hollis was surprised that Tam volunteered 
his in-law suite and vehicle for a stranger 
to use. “He kinda jokingly said that he 
background-checked me, but I think I would 
have background-checked myself also.” 

“[Les Tam] gave me all the opportunity to 
go forward,” Hollis said. “He doesn’t feel I’ll 
infringe on his business…he’s trying to get 
out, and he wishes me luck.” After about two 
weeks in Hawaii and with Tam’s blessing, 
Eric and Veronica made the decision to 
leave California and start an entirely new 
life with their two kids. The crazy state that 
they loved was no longer the same. It was 
prohibitively expensive, and their kids were 
growing up in the city, not to mention the 
anti-gun atmosphere. “A lot of the reason we 
were gonna change our lifestyle is so that 
we could be present with our kids.” A house 

FEATURE  |  HOLLIS

Every item from Eric Hollis Slings is handcrafted from Hermann Oak Leather and guaranteed for life. 
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near the beach in Florida offered countless 
opportunities for the family, as well as 
inspiration. “The ocean and waves, at least 
for me, they give me good energy which 
translates into my creativity,” Hollis said. 

NEW SLING COMPANY
Eric Hollis Slings, LLC made its debut 
in 2017 at the Florida Orange Blossom 
Regional. What started as an attempt to 
save a dying art turned into a career, due 
to the high cost and purchase quantities 
of leather. Though his wife helps with the 
business, Hollis is the master craftsman. 
“We’re trying not to mass produce, but we 
try to make as many as we can and still be 
artistic. I make every hole—no hole gets 
punched by machine. I do all your rivets;  
I form all your keepers. It’s something that 
we make by hand.” 

The Eric Hollis product line currently 
includes two styles of match-rifle slings, 
a service-rifle sling, two styles of belts, 
a dog collar and a dog leash in various 
colors of leather. Future offerings will 
include a hunting sling. “I truly believe 
that if you’re a sling business, you should 
try to make slings for every type of rifle, 
not only for competition, but for every use 
there is.” 

Through donations to junior teams 
across the nation and offering his slings 
at various EIC competitions as “First 
Leather” awards, Hollis is giving back to 
the shooting community and reviving 
old traditions. He has preserved the 
art of making a quality and affordable 
competition sling, while also allowing him 
to preserve the bond he has with his kids.

Learn more at erichollisllc.com. •

The service-rifle sling (pictured, $100) aids stabilization 
during aiming for greater rifle shooting precision.

Heavy duty leather gun belts (pictured, $80) are 
available in black, brown and natural colors.

Flagship products include the service-rifle sling and 
match-rifle sling (pictured, $100), though Hollis has done 
some custom sling work for junior smallbore teams.

https://erichollisllc.com/


COMING EVENTS

TOURNAMENTS
NRA SANCTIONED 

To be listed, NRA must sanction matches by the 15th of the 
month, two months prior to the month of the magazine 
issue. If you are interested in entering a tournament, contact 
the individual listed. For any cancellations or changes to 
this listing, please contact Shelly Kramer: (703) 267-1459; 
mkramer@nrahq.org, NRA Competitive Shooting Division.
Due to current social-distancing measures, matches listed here 
are subject to rescheduling.

2021 NRA NATIONALS AT CAMP ATTERBURY
The 2021 NRA National Rifle and Pistol Championships at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind., will kick off with registration for the Smallbore 
Championships on Tuesday, July 6. The Smallbore Nationals 
will continue until Sunday, July 18. The Precision Pistol National 
Championships begin with check-in on Tuesday, July 20 and will 
conclude with the awards ceremony on Sunday, July 25, with the 
F-Class Mid-Range Nationals starting the same day. Moving on to 
High Power, the Mid-Range Nationals will begin on Tuesday, Aug. 21, 
and Long-Range will close out the High Power Championships with 
the awards ceremony on Friday, Aug. 27. Finally, the NRA Extreme 
Long-Range Championship will begin on Saturday, Aug. 28 and 
conclude Sunday, Aug. 29 as the last NRA National Championship to 
be held at Camp Atterbury in 2021.

View the full 2021 Camp Atterbury 
NRA National Championships sched-
ule here. For more information, please 
visit the NRA Competitive Shooting 
website at competitions.nra.org,  
call (877) 672-6282 or email  
comphelp@nrahq.org.

DOWNLOAD THE 
ENTIRE COMING 

EVENTS LIST

NRA MEMBER  
INFORMATION & BENEFITS

Membership Account  
Information (877) 672-2000

NRA Headquarters (703) 267-1000

Internet Address home.nra.org

Member Service (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

5-STAR MEMBER BENEFITS

Complete/Updated Listings benefits.nra.org

NRA Wine Club (800) 331-9754

ManageYOURiD (888) 759-7866

Medical Concierge Network (800) 352-6094

Global Rescue (800) 381-9754

NRA Travel Center nratravel 
center.com

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Grassroots/ 
Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

Office of Advancement/ 
Gift planning (877) NRA-GIVE

The NRA Foundation (800) 423-6894

NRA Instructor/ 
Coach Firearm Training (703) 267-1500

Eddie Eagle Gunsafe Program (800) 231-0752

Refuse To Be A Victim (800) 861-1166

Recreational Shooting (800) 672-7435

NRA Affiliated Clubs (800) 672-2582

Range Services (877) 672-7264

Competitive Shooting (877) 672-6282

Law Enforcement (703) 267-1640

Friends Of NRA (703) 267-1342

NRA Museums/ 
Gun Collector Programs (703) 267-1600

Shows & Exhibits (877) 672-7632

Media Relations (703) 267-1595

Hunter Services (844) 672-6883

COMING EVENTS

High Power Rifle 
shooters on the firing 
line at Camp Atterbury.
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NRA Museums Releases  
Illustrated History of Firearms

BY GUY J. SAGI

NRA Museums, in partnership with 
Gun Digest Media, has released a new 
edition of The Illustrated History of 

Firearms from the NRA Museums. The full-
color, hardcover, 320-page work was written 
and compiled by NRA Museums Senior 
Curators Phil Schreier and Doug Wicklund 
and recently retired Director Jim Supica.

This follow-up to the best-selling original 
NRA Museums book is loaded with beauti-
fully rendered images and data on old, new 
and currently manufactured firearms that have 
changed history. Covering the earliest match-
locks to modern match-grade center-fire rifles 
and everything between, The Illustrated History 
of Firearms provides a fascinating education on 
how our guns evolved, where they originated 
and how they look and work.

The second edition includes 300 photos 
more than the original, plus dozens of new 
profiles of the people who influenced firearm 
development. The stories of the guns they cre-
ated, refined and lived and died with provide 
readers with a new appreciation for the role 
that firearms have played in world history.

The Illustrated History of Firearms, 2nd 
Edition measures 9½”x11½” in hardcover 
with dust-jacket, and contains 1,700 full-color 
images of some of history’s most iconic fire-
arms. It is priced $39.99 (plus shipping) and 
available from gundigeststore.com.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all NRA 
museums are temporarily closed—so 
enthusiasts will have to wait to have authors 

Supica, Wicklund and Schreier autograph 
copies of their book. However, once reopened, 
it’s a great chance to do so and see some of 
the guns that ushered in new eras of firearms 
development, appeared on the silver screen or 
were part of historic events.

The NRA National Firearm Museum, located 
in Fairfax, Va., has more than 3,000 firearms on 
display throughout its 15,000 sq.-ft. of interactive 
displays. In 2008, the Frank Brownell Museum 
of the Southwest held its grand opening at 
NRA’s Whittington Center in Raton, N.M. 

In 2013, the National Sporting Arms Museum 
opened at the Bass Pro Shops flagship store 
in Springfield, Mo. Today, it hosts more than 
350,000 visitors annually, welcomed free of 
charge to see for themselves firearms that 
have played important roles in protecting 
Americans’ freedom and way of life.

During this time when the museums are 
closed, enthusiasts can still enjoy some of 
the collections from the comfort of home by 
visiting the NRA Museums gallery of firearm 
photos found at nramuseum.org. •

https://www.amazon.com/Illustrated-History-Firearms-2nd/dp/1951115147/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=illustrated+history+of+firearms%2C+2nd+edition&qid=1589375899&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Illustrated-History-Firearms-2nd/dp/1951115147/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=illustrated+history+of+firearms%2C+2nd+edition&qid=1589375899&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.nramuseum.org/museums/national-firearms-museum.aspx
http://www.nramuseum.org/museums/frank-brownell-nra-museum-of-the-southwest.aspx
http://www.nramuseum.org/museums/national-sporting-arms-museum.aspx

