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Reloading – competitive shooters 
know that it is not just an option, but 
a necessity. It is cheaper to reload 
than to buy factory ammunition, not 
to mention often more accurate and 
tailored to a competitor’s specific 
rifle. The application and goals 
make a significant difference in 
the reloading process. Service rifle 
reloading is not as precise as loading 
for other disciplines such as Palma, 
but there is still much more involved 
than people realize. Though I am 
just learning how to reload on my 
own, I find it funny that many people 
outside the shooting community do 
not even realize that it is possible to 
make your own ammunition. 

With guidance from my dad, 
Chuck Malone, and Eric Eilberg, 
an Ohio junior coach, and some 
equipment from RCBS, I recently 
embarked on my own reloading 
adventure. Starting off simple, I left 
brass preparation out of the equation 
for the time being, opting to use some 
pre-primed Wolf .223 brass that my 
dad had on hand. The next thing I 
needed to do was to chamfer each 
case. Placing fifty pieces of brass in 
the loading block, I inserted cases 
one by one in the end of a trimmer 
(which chamfered as well) and 
placed them upside down when I had 
finished back in the loading block. 
After chamfering and trimming the 
case and before putting it back in the 
block, I would lightly tap each case, 
neck side down, on a flat surface to 
knock out any brass shavings. 

Next I moved over to my newly 
established reloading bench where I 
had my RCBS Chargemaster Combo 
set up. I learned from my dad that 
it is best to leave it plugged in and 
on whether you are loading or not. 
I calibrated the scale and to double 
check I poured the powder I had 
measured into the zeroed dish on my 
dad’s scale. The amounts matched. 

One nice thing about the 
Chargemaster Combo is that I 
could enter the amount of powder 
I desired, hit enter, and have each 
charge automatically dispense every 
time I placed the zeroed dish back on 
the scale. The Chargemaster came 
with a metal dish, but I purchased 
a small black dish with a funnel. I 
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much prefer the powder dish with 
funnel as I can pour the powder into 
each case without fear of spillage. 
I use the original dish for excess 
granules of powder. On rare occasion, 
the machine would dispense slightly 
more than I desired because of the 
extruded powder I was using. I would 
then play a game of trading granules 
between the two dishes until I attained 
the correct amount. 

I would load one case with powder 
at a time. While the next measurement 
dispensed I would move over to 
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seating the bullet. Rather than have 
my press attached to a bench, I was 
thrilled with the mobile set-up my 
dad crafted. It allowed me to move 
the press to one side of my work 
station without the up and down 
of the press handle disrupting the 
powder measure. The RCBS Rock 
Chucker Supreme Reloading Press 
is a classic piece of equipment. I had 
to borrow a shell holder from my dad 
but I absolutely fell in love with the 
RCBS Gold Medal Seating Die the 
first time I used it. I had helped my 
dad with some reloading before, but I 
never really had the confidence to do 
it myself and was always doing just 
one step so I did not understand the 
intricacies of the process. One major 
issue I always had was balancing the 
bullet in the case while I seated it. The 
Gold Medal Seating Die eliminated 
this. I would set the seating depth 
from a dial on the top, labeled so I 
could repeat the same for different 
loads. Next I would drop a bullet, in 
this case 80.5 grain Berger bullets, 
into the die, place the cartridge in 
the shell holder, and pull the press 
handle down to seat the bullet. I did 
have several casualties when I first 
started, not lining up the case in the 
shell holder properly which smashed 
part of the case neck. I had to pull 
those bullets, salvage the powder, 
and discard the case. One thing to be 
careful of is to not accidentally put 
two bullets in the die at one time. It 
sounds difficult to do but if one puts 

I used a bullet comparator to I used a bullet comparator to 
measure the ogive.measure the ogive.

a bullet into the die, gets distracted 
and forgets, it is easy to put another 
in which jams the die.  

I was loading 600-yard 
ammunition in this session so after 
seating the bullet I checked the 
ogive, desiring a measurement of 
2.960. I had to borrow my dad’s 
comparator and dial calipers for this 
stage. If it was above 2.960, I would 
turn the die clockwise and run the 
bullet through the press again, then 
measure again. After loading all of 
the cases I had prepared, or in this 
case, only chamfered and trimmed, I 
ran each through a case gauge. 

While it can be tedious at times 
I really enjoy the independence 
reloading gives me. Having some 
of my own equipment makes all the 
difference for me as I can keep it 
as I want and not disrupt another’s 
set-up. I still have to borrow a good 
many things from my dad, which 
makes it harder to reload at the same 
time, but having my own press and 
powder measure has helped me 
to become more confident and to 
understand more about the reloading 
process. I am very grateful that my 
dad has reloaded for me for so many 
years but the feeling of not having 
to depend on another for ammo 
is unmatched. I am very excited 
to learn more and hope to one day 
have all my own equipment so dad 
doesn’t wonder where some of his 
has temporarily vanished to…

Twenty finished 
rounds in the 
loading block.


