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Hello! 
Welcome to the premier issue of Great Lakes Outdoors magazine! 

The publication you’re about to read is the result of a long journey, part of which 
began 20 years ago, and the other part which began in early 2020. 

My own journey in publishing has taken me in many directions. Back in 1999 I was 
working full-time in the corporate world, and part time as the editor of an Ohio-
based hunting/fishing magazine. I was really enjoying my “side hustle,” but as quickly 
as it began, it ended: The publication was sold, and then folded into a much-larger 
company’s portfolio, essentially disappearing. 

But I never forgot the experience, and over the years as I reviewed the various 
outdoors titles on the market it occurred to me that most of them were done by very 
large companies, based far away from the areas they actually featured. I always 
believed there was a market for a far more local approach to outdoors publishing.  

Years passed, and I’ve been involved in a number of publication launches since then. 
But there was still that lingering idea... 

Enter Co-Publisher Jeff Massaro. Jeff and I have known each other for the better 
part of 20 years, and worked together at two different organizations. Both times, we 
were involved in new product launches, which can be very exciting. About eight years 
ago we each left our respective positions behind for the life of independent publish-
ing: Jeff as the brains behind the very popular “Triple H:” Harness, Hoof and Hitch 
magazine and me as the owner of “Expressions In Woodcraft” magazine. 

In early 2020 an otherwise random “Hey, how you doing?” phone call led to a sit-
down, where ideas were exchanged, including the idea for an outdoors magazine. 
Over the course of several months, that idea grew to include not just our home base 
of Ohio, but the entire Great Lakes region. More meetings were held, plans were 
made; we reached out to writers and long-time trusted support personnel and...the 
result is presented here, for your enjoyment. 

Our goal is to make Great Lakes Outdoors a reader-driven publication that focuses 
on hunting, fishing, birding and “outdoor adventures.”  That last part covers a lot of 
ground, and it’s intentional. Whether it’s bear hunting in Maine, boar hunting in the 
hills of southern Ohio or a detailed account of a trek on the Appalachian trail, we 
want the “adventure” part to include a wide variety of pursuits — from any location. 
Of course, with the Great Lakes themselves and the nation’s finest whitetail deer 
hunting as part of our back yard, we’ll also concentrate on fishing and deer hunting. 

We definitely want your input! For our first issue, we’ve gathered a number of stories 
from an experienced group of outdoor writers, and that will continue. But please feel 
free to contact us with story ideas and even tales (and pictures!) of your own 
outdoor adventures. In short, we’d like to welcome you, and invite you to come along 
for the ride as we explore the Great Lakes Outdoors. 

Thanks for reading! 

Jerry Klingerman, Co-Publisher

P U B L I S H E R ’ S  M E S S A G E
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By Art Holden 
Across the upper Midwest, ice fishing is a way of life 
come November, December and into March. Below the 
41st parallel? Not so much. 
While those in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan 

grow up ice fishing, it’s more of a casual, maybe once or 
twice a year thing in Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Under the right conditions, though, it’s great winter fun 
— that is if you know what to do, and where to go. With 
a little “Ice fishing 101” education, maybe you, too, will 

get out and enjoy some hard-water fishing this 
winter. 
Of course, safety is the first priority. Always try to 
fish with someone else, let someone know where 
you’re going to fish, and test the ice, especially 
early and late in the season. You need at least 3 
inches of good, clear ice to be safe walking on it. 
Remember, no fish is worth falling through the 
ice.  

Here, then, are a few of the top tips to enjoying 
a successful foray onto the ice: 

No. 1: Without a doubt, dressing for success 
should top the list. Nothing will ruin, or worse 
yet, cut short, a day of ice fishing more than numb 
feet, frozen fingers and a cold core. Insulated, wa-
terproof boots, mittens, stocking hat and a snow 
suit or coveralls, are a must. Throw some hand 
warmers in your mittens and you’re good to go. 
Another tip: If you’re planning to stay out a long 
time, a chunk of Styrofoam insulation to keep 

ICE FISHING 101 
Don’t let unfamiliarity prevent 

you from hitting the 
“hard water” this winter

Whether it’s a small pond  or a Great Lake, this region has a 
lot to offer for those who are willing to venture out onto the 
ice. For beginners, perfecting your skills at a local pond is a 
good way to hone your skills before venturing out onto the 
“big ice.” At left, longtime outdoors writer Art Holden pulls a 
nice bluegill from a pond. At right, Chip Gross photographed  
Ohioan Bob Hanko fishing the Western Basin of Lake Erie.
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your feet off the ice will make a big difference. 
No. 2: Like any sport, the sky’s the limit when it 

comes to equipment. You can get as technical as you 
want, or keep it as simple as you want. A couple ice rods, 
some small hooks, split shot, a 5-gallon bucket to carry 
equipment in and to sit on, an auger and ice scoop and 
you’re good to go. 
Don’t have an auger? Try lakes that are frequently ice 
fished and you’ll find plenty of holes left by other fisher-
men. You may need to break through some skim ice, so 

take along a hammer or crow bar. 
If you find you like ice fishing, the upgrade possibili-

ties are endless, from clothing to an ice shanty, electron-
ics (flashers, underwater cameras), gas or electric auger, 
not to mention more and better ice rods, reels and lures. 

No. 3: Starting out, waxworms for panfish are the sim-
plest and provide the best opportunity to catch fish. A lot 
of fishermen prefer maggots over waxworms, but I look 
at it this way: Would you rather eat a hamburger or a 
steak? Waxworms are like steak for bluegills, and if you 
want to move up to the Filet Mignon of the fishing 
world, bait up with minnows to attract crappie and 

What could chase away the winter blues more than a frying pan full of bluegills! Fresh panfish taken on a small pond would taste mighty good 
in the middle of winter.

6

Ice Fishing 101 | Continued from page 6



perch. 
Small ice jigs, panfish ants and ice jigging spoons 

should be included in your minimal ice fishing tackle 
box, but don’t rule out a plain gold hook and split shot. 
Tiny ice floats to identify the slightest of bites, light line 
(2-4 pounds) and some needle nose pliers to unhook fish 
are also must-haves. Keep it simple when starting out. 

No. 4: When targeting fish, start higher in the water 
column and work your way down. Panfish, especially 
crappie, like to feed up. If you’re not sure of what depth 
the fish are sitting at, use a two-hook rig, tying jigs on 2-
3 feet apart and note which jig catches fish. That’ll tell 
you where the fish are in the water column. 

While downsizing baits is typically the key to entice 
bites on tough fishing days, going bigger may be the way 
to go when the bite is good, but the fish are small. A big-
ger bait may help you weed through the smaller fish. 

Don’t be afraid to move. Hole hopping is almost a ne-
cessity when it comes to ice fishing. You won’t be as mo-
tivated to move if you fish out of a shanty, but if you’re 
just sitting on a bucket, don’t spend time fishing if there’s 
no fish below you — move. 

Another thing: fish multiple poles to increase your 

chances. If you don’t have a tipup set with live bait, at 
least fish two holes at once to increase your odds of 
catching fish. 
No. 5: Target the best fishing times of the day: dawn and 
dusk. If you leave to get home for supper, you may miss 
the best bite window of the day. 

No. 6: Location, location, location. Trying to figure 
out where the fish are on a 3,000-acre lake is tough. Start 
off at your local pond or small reservoirs. Fish places 
you’re familiar with. Use your knowledge of the lake 
gained fishing during the summer to give you a clue of 
where to ice fish. 

If you do head to a bigger lake, chances are you’ll be 
able to tell where the fish are biting when you see all the 
ice shanties set up. And, don’t be bashful when on the 
ice. Ask other fishermen what the fish are biting on, how 
deep they’re fishing and what action are they using on 
their bait. 

No. 7: Lastly, remember the resource. Throw back the 
big spawners and don’t over harvest. That way we all can 
enjoy a fun day on the ice. 

### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS### 

GREATLAKESOUTDOORS   |  WINTER 2021 7



As the saying goes, trophy bucks don’t become trophy bucks by being stupid — but trail 
cameras and intense scouting bested this trophy buck.
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Now you see him! Now you don’t? It’s the nature of 
big-racked bucks. There’s no doubt if ever there 

was a more secretive animal that walks this earth, it has 
to be a mature Whitetail Buck. I’ve wondered, though: Is 
there a secret to big rack hunting? There might be!  

There is no quick fix when trying to deceive mature 
bucks; no absolute method of ensuring a kill every hunt. 
But that’s what makes deer hunting exciting. Every hunt 
is a challenge because each hunter is unique. Personal 
skills, experiences, knowledge and hunting habitats often 
dictate results. Although deer can be creatures of habit, 
unless bucks are chasing estrus does, a late season deer 
harvest, bucks can be elusive. But what bucks seek now is 
to breed available 
does, find food, water 
and isolated bedding. 
They prefer comforts 
as much as we do.  

Consider that 
bucks not interested 
in does are more con-
cerned with protect-
ing themselves. This 
makes them tougher 
to get close to when 
they aren’t distracted 
by tempting females. 
Extreme caution on a 
hunter’s part is vital. 
However, bucks aren’t beyond approach.  

 These “key” observations help improve hunters’ suc-
cesses. During early and late deer season if mating urges 
aren’t a prime inspiration, basic necessities are a hunter’s 
asset. In many cases, basic needs have more impact on 
deer survival than the short-spanned impacts of breed-
ing. When approached properly, utilizing their habitats 
in your favor, it’s a proven method that definitely ex-
pands hunting opportunities.  

Carefully search for entrance and exit points produced 
by landscape topography. Study open semi-barren fields 
where their tracks indicate in and out routes of dense 
habitat activities. Even within limited open foliage, deer 
don’t leave much sign on a frequent basis. 

 Now’s the time to hunt actively used fencerow cross-
ings where deer travel with frequency. But what happens 
when the foliage is too dense and deer aren’t traveling at 
a location where you can set up an ambush? Create alter-
nate travel paths for deer. Find a tree stand location, or 

ground blind setup that is downwind of a potential 
crossing. Where it’s legal and the landowners agrees, cut 
openings so deer can cross back and forth much easier 
between two food sources. It’s possible to alter deer travel 
routes by manicuring their habitats.  

 Not every hunter is 100% consistent. But my 
teacher’s opinion is that a basis for bedding involves 
where deer bed. If hunters knew the exact spot, we 
would not have as many failed hunts. Then, devise meth-
ods of outmaneuvering and enticing bucks into shooting 
range. Unlike humans, deer don’t always bed in the exact 
spot every day. They might favor a general location. Is it 
hot, or cold? Deer often change lay-down spots due to 

weather, daily ac-
tivities or inter-
ruptions from 
humans. 

 Routine feed-
ing sites are typi-
cally adjacent to 
adequate cover 
habitats 
where bucks can 
quickly hide, bed 
and observe po-
tential predators. 
Such as, when it’s 
sunny and warm, 
bucks seek shad-

ows and thick cover to hide and stay cool. When cold 
overlaps landscapes, they lay down with the sun warming 
their bedding slots because they prefer to keep the wind 
in their favor to scent intruders. And, if more than one 
deer uses a bedding niche, they usually lay down with 
the wind at their back. 

 Unless bucks are chasing does during the rut, one first 
locates prime food sources, which are still being fed upon 
with regularity. Open transition points between various 
habitats are favored by deer. They love a diversity of food 
sources. Whether it’s natural (such as remaining acorns, 
grasses and foliage), or man-created, like corn; backtrack-
ing game trails that link likely feeding areas and potential 
bedding sites, make stand selection less chancy. Choosing 
two or three possible ambush locations close to trails that 
place you on the downwind side of predominate daily 
wind currents, is a ploy that allows you to change posi-
tions whenever the wind shifts.   

Deceiving late-season 
bucks: Outsmarting 
the big boys requires 

time, persistence 
By Bob “Greenie” Grewell 
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     Where are bucks now? If you’re lucky enough to 
have positioned trail cameras, the image results will up 
your odds and give you location clues. If you have trust-
worthy hunting friends who share their experiences, even 
better. When you hunt private lands, the landowner also 
is a valuable source of pinpointing where mature bucks 
are likely to be. 

Each of us can improve 
our hunting results by learn-
ing from deer hunters who 
understand how to outma-
neuver big-racked bucks 
with consistency. Certainly, 
it pays to listen to their 
opinions. Such as, what trig-
gers big bucks? What are 
their habits? How can we 
hunt them? Obviously, deci-
phering a mature buck’s 
lifestyle. So, for this article I’ve gathered some advice and 
facts from both a successful bow and gun hunter (who 
prefer not to have their names published).  

 “There’s a lot more to bucks than we fully understand. 
Many hunters believe all age class bucks act and react 
alike. Obviously, mature bucks don’t grow big racks by 
being average. Big bucks can also be labeled antisocial. 
They shy away from high-traffic trails and activity points 

that does and young bucks frequent. You might say ma-
ture bucks are perimeter bucks. This is why I hunt them 
differently. Too many hunters set up directly within deer 
bedding, feeding and scrape markings. That works if 
you’re after does and small bucks. But, unless ‘Mr. Big’ is 
tending estrus does, they prefer privacy. And, even when 
they are triggered by estrus does, a mature buck’s senses 
remain fine-tuned.” Words based on experience.  

 “Solitude typically 
protects a trophy buck’s 
lifespan. These 
vagabond bucks will 
investigate large parcels 
of land night and day, 
scent-checking for does 
that will accept them. 
When they trail ‘hot’ 
does they appear to 
have the attitude, ‘all 
day is the way.’ This is 
the perfect time to cre-

ate two or three scent posts around your stand.”  
He continued, “Rake the earth with an existing bro-

ken tree branch and spice the impression with an appro-
priate liquid deer scent. Passing bucks will stop and smell 
the earth. Thus, often giving you time for your shot. This 
is also why I like does passing my stands. They will uri-
nate and leave odors that attract bucks.” My friend ex-
plained.  

My hunting mentors have learned that mature 
bucks often bed early and become active later in the 
evening. So, if you want to see the big bucks, be on 
stand as early as possible in the morning and remain 
in the woods until the last legal minutes of daylight. 
Get off the beaten track. Go deep, then deeper. 

The term “nocturnal” buck often is applied to those 
seen in open areas. A buck might appear nocturnal on 
the outside edges where you hunt, but is he active 
somewhere else? Probably. And these locations typi-
cally are far away from humans, deeper into dense 
cover.  

Our own senses can play a role as well. If we spent 
every day living in a reduced human environment, our 
senses would become “super” acute. We eventually 
would perceive odors that seem more acute; our hear-
ing would notice sounds that have been dulled by our 
citified habits and our eyes would spot shapes, colors 
and movements that typify a deer’s environment. 

“Mature bucks often stay tucked away and 
allow hunters to walk past them. These so-called 
“double-back bucks” allow hunters to walk past 
them, and when the human crowd passes right 
by without noticing them these cagey bucks slip 

away in the opposite direction.”
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When you look at it this way, you can begin to under-
stand how well-equipped whitetails are at merging with 
their habitats. 

As one of my hunting mentors says, “It’s not so much 
‘where do the bucks go?’ It’s ‘where they don’t go?’ They 
won’t come near you if they smell you. Hunting scent-
free is imperative! Use the wind in your favor. Under-
stand landscape details. Stay in the woods all day, if you 
can. Deer don’t leave an area if they aren’t forced too. 
They simply adapt and their senses become more 
astute.” During the chaos of deer gun season, my source 
often takes a seat in the woods and waits; all day, if nec-
essary. He takes advantage of normal deer activities as 
well as the pressure from other hunters. Mature bucks 
often stay tucked away and allow hunters to walk past 
them. These so-called “double-back bucks” allow hunters 
to walk past them, and when the human crowd passes 
right by without noticing them these cagey bucks slip 
away in the opposite direction. My sources also believe 
big-racked bucks don’t play by the rules. Therefore, they 
advise hunters to never underestimate a mature buck’s 
actions, and to try anything and everything they can 
legally devise, and also to spend lots of time in the 
woods. They are extremely scent-conscious and use vo-

calizations until they connect. They like to be mobile and 
change stand locations if a buck learns of their presence. 
If you pursue big racked bucks, it takes persistence! One 
master hunter has learned that mature bucks are always 
somewhere within the security of their core area. He 
says, “They don’t leave when the weather turns nasty, or 
hunting pressures make them uncomfortable. They sim-
ply adjust. You should, too!” This might seem like com-
mon sense, but above all else, my friend explained that, 
“We can’t tag late season bucks unless we’re in the 
woods.”“You can’t hunt big racks if they aren’t there.” 
They shared with me. “It’s important to study deer activi-
ties, and vital to try not to contaminate your hunting 
niches with scent, either. Also, avoid your hunting spots 
until you hunt because a hunter’s frequent physical pres-
ence is a no-no!” So, putting down too much scent and 
frequenting your hunting spot too often will drive away 
the older, smarter bucks. The will simply go somewhere 
else. They also advise, “Keep your spots secret. Too much 
human traffic can cause big bucks to move to other areas. 
Trophy buck hunters should be as focused as the bucks 
they hunt,” I was assured. 

### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS### 

Where there are does, bucks will remain active.
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Editor’s note: We’re pleased to introduce Serena Juch-
nowski, who will cover shooting sports for Great Lakes Out-
doors. Serena is just 21 years old, but already has an 
impressive shooting career under her belt with titles and 
awards too numerous to list. A Northeast Ohio native, she 
matches her skills on the range with those in the classroom: 
Serena is a graduate of the prestigious Case Western reserve 
University, completing her degree in just three years. With 
her skills as a writer, and nationally recognized accomplish-
ments in shooting sports, Serena was highly sought after by a 
number of organizations. But for now, she has chosen to re-
main an independent journalist. We’re thrilled to have her on 
board! Serena’s first article for GLO is designed to let our 
readers get to know her. Welcome, Serena! 

 
 

By Serena Juchnowski 
 

Ready, aim, fire. Most people are familiar with this 
simple set of instructions, immortalized in cin-
ema and used across such diverse applications as 

goal-setting self-help volumes. The reality is that each of 
these three commands has far more than a single step 
and the process of shooting has so much more to offer 
than even the most skilled outdoorsman generally real-
izes.  

Born and raised in Northeast Ohio I never imagined 
that the shooting sports would change my life. Most of 
our family adventures revolved around hiking and just 
spending time outside. My dad trapped and hunted from 
a young age, so my sister and I had a solid understanding 
of firearm safety and a healthy respect for firearms. When 
I was seven, my parents bought my sister and me each 
our own BB gun. I took more of an interest than my sis-
ter, but hardly touched it because it was too difficult for 
me to pump.  

I did not pick up what I consider my first firearm until 
2013, when I was in eighth grade. My dad’s mentor 
Chuck Malone brought an Uberti .22 to our house and 
asked if my sister or I would be interested in shooting it. 
My sister was not, but I learned the basics of the stand-
ing position that night. Once Chuck had finished his 
basic instruction, my dad set up a small chicken silhou-
ette, about the size of a half-dollar, about 25 yards away 
and told me to shoot it offhand. I did, knocking over the 
silhouette, and did so again with the shot after, much to 
the surprise of Chuck and my dad. I fondly refer to 
Chuck as my “adopted grandfather” and he is the reason 
I am as involved in shooting as I am today.  

A casual interest morphed into a summer activity, then 
weekly extracurricular, and quickly into a life-long pas-
sion. I began shooting cast bullet silhouette matches at 
Tusco Rifle Club in New Philadelphia, OH before join-
ing a junior high-power team. This afforded me an op-
portunity to not only practice and expand my shooting 
skills but to meet other kids around my age with similar 
interests. It was a welcome and much needed escape 
from high school and taught me more about life and my-
self than any class. I learned patience, self-confidence, 
and self-discipline. I learned how to teach others and by 
doing so, how to make a difference as my coaches made 
for me. I gained an entirely new perspective on life, 
friendships, and family – and what it means to truly ap-
preciate the outdoors.   

Most of my competitive experience is in high power 
service rifle, shooting a .223 AR-15 at 200, 300, and 600 
yards from the standing (200), sitting (200), and prone 
positions (300, 600). I earned my Distinguished Rifle-
man’s Badge in 2019, the highest honor for marksman-

NEOH native is a standout on the range 

Shooting Sports Provide 
Endless Opportunities 
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(Right) Serena Juchnowski with her .308 
Palma rifle.  — Photo Credit: Tina Juchnowski 

 

(Below) Serena prepares for a mid-range 
string. Empty chamber indicators must 
remain in the action of the rifle until the line 
is hot.



ship commissioned by the U.S. Gov-
ernment. I also compete in long-
range, shooting 800, 900, and 1,000 
yards with a .308 Palma rifle 
equipped with iron sights. These two 
disciplines require more equipment 
than others, but I find 
them incredibly re-
warding and I appre-
ciate the rich history 
of both. What inter-
ests you may change 
over time, alongside 
your skill sets and 
abilities. Remember 
not to limit yourself. 
The .22 was easier for 
me to use than a BB 
gun due to my size 
and strength. If no 
one ever encouraged 
me to try it, I never 
would have. One size 
does not fit all, and 
that is the beauty of 
it.  

There exist many different shoot-
ing disciplines and opportunities for 
people of all ages to experience what 
I have for themselves. It is not only a 
fun activity, but a life-long skill. Un-
derstanding marksmanship and 
firearms safety also makes you a 
more informed citizen, better and 
more ethical hunter, and connects 
you to an important part of Ameri-
can history.  

Everyone starts somewhere. Usu-
ally it’s a father, brother, or family 
member who presents the first op-
portunity to shoot. Other times it is 
an organized event. Let this be your 
impetus to further explore the 
shooting sports and all they have to 
offer.  

When people think of “shooting 
sports,” they generally think of the 

Olympics and events like smallbore, 
air rifle, biathlon, and shotgun. In 
reality there are dozens of shooting 
events to fit every interest. Muzzle-
loading, silhouette, high power serv-
ice rifle, benchrest, three-gun, 
cowboy action, pistol, long range, 
precision rifle shooting… within 

each of these titles there are even 
more variations. 

It is important to realize that 
safety, education, and having fun are 
at the heart of anything you may 
choose to take on. Your path and ex-
perience will differ from everyone 
else’s though there will be enough 
similarities for others to help you 
along the way. As a general rule, the 
shooting community is incredibly 
welcoming. You do not have to 
make an significant initial invest-
ment of time or money. Most com-
petitors will lend you gear and 
equipment, offer advice and expert-
ise. Keep in mind that these usually 
are not people you already know but 
strangers who become friends. 

Someone once told me that the 

shooting community is similar to an 
art group or basketball team. In my 
view, it’s much different. The bond is 
stronger and spans the nation and 
the world, not just a town or school. 
People of all ages and all walks of life 
who would ordinarily never meet 
become friends and confidantes. The 

greatest difference is 
that everyone has a 
common interest, the 
protection of their 
Second Amendment 
rights. No one is try-
ing to take away 
paintbrushes or bas-
ketballs!  

In deciding what 
route to take, you can 
reach out to local 
clubs, state associa-
tions, the Civilian 
Marksmanship Pro-
gram, National Rifle 
Association, or other 
shooting sports gov-
erning bodies. Rifle, 
shotgun, and pistol 

are the main branches of competi-
tion, though some sports incorpo-
rate multiple firearms, like 3-gun. 
Another thing to consider is if you 
prefer an action-oriented or more 
stationary discipline. If you use 
shooting sports as training for hunt-
ing season, shotgun is a better route 
for upland game hunters than bulls-
eye pistol as it is a better form of 
training. In just the same way, long 
range rifle shooting is a superior way 
to train to place ethical shots on deer 
than trap shooting is. Never be 
afraid to try something new and re-
alize that your level of dedication is 
up to you. Some people believe they 
cannot be an athlete because they 
don’t have the time or the skill. 
There is truly something for every-
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Serena Juchnowski with her shooting sports mentor, Chuck Malone. Chuck 
introduced Serena to competitive shooting. Pictured at Tusco Rifle Club where she 
shot her first match. —Photo Credit: Max Crotse

Shooting Sports | Continued from page 13



one in shooting — it does not discriminate. Regardless 
of age, weight, height, gender, physical ability, there is 
something that everyone can learn from and succeed in. 
Shooting is also both an individual and team sport. It al-
lows you to compete against yourself, but provides op-
portunities for you to work with others to accomplish a 
goal. 

This column in Great Lakes Outdoors will cover vari-

ous types of shooting throughout the Great Lakes states, 
including discipline profiles, event coverage, tips and 
tricks and much more. Reach out to me at: 
serenajuchnowski@gmail.com to tell me what you would 
like to see in future issues!   

### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS###
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The futuristic-looking 
Anschutz .22 lr smallbore rifle 
is Juchnowski’s hardware of 
choice for some competitions. 
— Photo Credit: Serena 
Juchnowski



Charter captain claims top prize with 12.85-pound walleye 
“Fall Brawl” ends with knockout walleye

The Lake Erie Fall Brawl is a one-of-a-kind derby. Hands-
down it’s the biggest, baddest walleye tournament on the 
Great Lakes, or the nation for that matter. Seriously. 

 The basics of this fishing derby are simple: Anyone can 
enter for $30 bucks; all Ohio waters of the lake and its tribu-
taries are fair game; it lasts six weeks and the payouts now 
total more than $350,000 for the top five finishers, plus 
dozens of other prizes. 

 This year Port Clinton guide Mitch Dougherty took first 
place with a real gobbler netted on Thanksgiving day. The 
12.85-pound, 30.75 inch walleye taken off Lorain hooked the 
Lake Erie captain (who also ice-guides on North Dakota’s 
Devil’s Lake) his choice of one of two fully outfitted boats, a 
Warrior or a Hewescraft. And, of course, the bragging rights 
that he bested 12,086 other anglers. 

 The next four finishers took home $75,000, $65,000 and 
$55,000 respectively. One of those was a seven-year-old Ver-
milion angler who reeled in a 12.18-pound fish, quickly 
bumping him from the Kids’ Division to the “Running with 
the Big Dogs” Division.  

To avoid problems, all of the entrants who claim top-five 
prizes must successfully complete a polygraph test.  

 The tournament originated a decade ago when organizer 

Frank Murphy and about 50 anglers got together and threw a 
few bucks in a pot, and it’s been growing ever since. The 2019 
event drew about 7,000 entrants, so the field grew exponen-
tially this year.  

With a low entry fee and a six-week window, anglers from 
distant states now enter, including those who travel more than 
1,000 miles to fish the tournament. Some fish a few days, 
others the full six weeks. It’s become an early-winter economic 
engine in the Cleveland area — even during the pandemic. 

 This year the top five walleye all were landed during the 
final three days of the tournament, which ended Nov. 29. 
Dougherty landed his winning fish trolling a Smithwick Per-
fect 10 Rogue with custom paint, white and red in a tradi-
tional perch pattern between 36 and 43 feet of water at 2:30 
in the afternoon.  

 While the tournament has grown wildly, so too have its 
charitable gifts. The Fall Brawl supports a number of causes 
including animal shelters, veterans’ organizations, food banks 
and scholarships. 

 In a future issue of Great Lakes Outdoors we’ll meet 2020 
top finishers, learn about their strategies and preview the 
2021 Fall Brawl. 

### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS###
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Port Clinton Guide Mitch Daugherty landed the knockout 
blow in his year’s “Fall Brawl” with a 12.85-pound, 30.75 
inch walleye taken off Lorain. The catch netted Daugherty 
the top prize, a choice of two different fully outfitted boats.



State Parks abound with winter 
hiking, sightseeing opportunities 
By Stephanie O'Grady 
Media and Outreach Specialist  
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Exclusive to Great Lakes Outdoors magazine 
 

Icicle-covered trees, animal prints surround-
ing a scenic trail, and snow crunching beneath 
the hiking boots you just unwrapped over the 
holidays. A walk through the woods can be 
beautiful, it can be tranquil, and it can be an 
escape from the worries of the world. The 
beauty of nature shines bright white with the 
first winter snow and continues as Ohioans 
plan adventures across the state, yet so many 
miss the opportunity to slow down...and just 
look. 

State parks, nature preserves and forests offer 
unmatched scenery, especially in winter. A 
walk in the woods offers quality time with a 
small group of loved ones away from technol-
ogy, and away from the distractions and stress 
of everyday life. From the snow-covered cov-
ered bridge at Mohican State Park, to the 
frozen falls at Old Man’s Cave, or the sight of 
rare birds wintering along the Lake Erie shores 
of Maumee Bay, there is something for every-
one in winter at Ohio public lands.  

Hocking Hills State Park is one of the 
state’s most popular properties year-round. Sce-
nic in any season, the stillness and white of 
winter gives breathtaking waterfalls and rock 
formations a glistening glow. But ice forma-
tions aren’t the only sight for winter visitors to 
places like Ash Cave or Old Man’s Cave. Look 
down at the trail; there’s an entire winter world happen-
ing at your feet. Hocking Hills is home to typical Ohio 
critters like chipmunks and squirrels, but if you’re lucky, 
the prints in the snow will also show the animals taking 
flight. Birders will delight in spotting the golden- and 
ruby-crowned kinglets or white-winged crossbills. 

Not far from Hocking Hills lies another winter won-
derland. Imagine the sun gleaming through intricate ice 
formations. Imagine those chunks of ice hanging from a 
bridge spanning 50 feet across a beautiful ravine. No 
steel and no suspension—the arch catching your eye is 
the longest natural bridge in Ohio. The structure at 
Rockbridge State Nature Preserve, which lies along a 
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nearly 3-mile trail system, is a refreshing hike — and ex-
hilarating if the water is frozen. 

Southeast Ohio offers a variety of sights not often seen 
in urban and suburban areas. Burr Oak State Park is 
truly the quiet gem of the southeast. In winter months, 
snowfall accentuates the true Appalachian hardwood for-

est which surrounds park visitors. The lack of foliage in 
the winter months provides the perfect view of beautiful 
valleys, stunning vistas, and even several caves. More 
than 40 trails offer exceptional views from every angle: at 
the water’s edge and overlooking the lake from steep 
ridges. Take a longer hike and you will cross gentle icy 

streams and views of sandstone bedrock. 
The snowy season is prime time for birding at 

Maumee Bay State Park, and its reputation as a birder’s 
winter paradise is well deserved. More than 300 species 
have been observed here! A keen eye can catch a glimpse 
of rare snowy owls and snow buntings on the beach of 

western Lake Erie. Further inland, along a 2-
mile boardwalk, birders can spot bald eagles, 
cooper hawks and eastern screech owls. Shifting 
your attention from the sky to the ground, tiny 
prints can be seen on and around the board-
walk. Keep an eye out for native wildlife such 
as deer, eastern fox squirrels, muskrats, mink, 
and cotton tail rabbits. 

The Maumee Bay Lodge and Conference 
Center offers a bit of luxury amidst the beauti-
ful surroundings on the shores of Lake Erie. 
The lodge boasts 120 rooms, full-service dining 
and there are deluxe, two-bedroom cabins, too. 
In warmer weather golfers can challenge their 
skills on the 18-hole “Scottish Links” style golf 
course that is carefully interwoven into the sur-
rounding landscape. 

Winter paints a different picture on the 
landscape of southwest Ohio. Don’t forget your 
camera (or smart phone) because the scenery is 
camera-ready at Caesar Creek State Park. The 
words ‘stunning’ and ‘scenic’ have been used to 
describe the loop trail which, in the winter, will 
give hikers and nature enthusiasts alike a per-
fect view of the charming Corps of Engineers 
lake — which covers 2,830 acres. 

Ohio’s public lands offer a variety of trails; 
many are perfect for all ages, especially the new 
Storybook Trails, which have been installed at 
five state parks in recent years: John 
Bryan State Park, Maumee Bay State Park, 
Alum Creek State Park, Dillon State Park and 
Wingfoot Lake State Park. 

Each trail is ideal for a winter ramble, plus 
each features a heartwarming or fascinating tale 
for the tots. These half-mile trails offer child-

sized story boards, and each step brings the story to life 
for young readers. Each of the stories teaches a lesson 
about the natural world and conservation. The trails also 
promote the importance of a healthy lifestyle while con-
necting with nature. The trails are sure to teach the next 
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One of Ohio’s true outdoor gems, Hocking Hills State Park 
is popular rear round, but winter offers the chance to 
explore the park in a way that’s unmatched by other 
seasons, even autumn. 

>>> Continued on page 20



generation of Ohioans about the importance of both lit-
eracy and caring for our natural resources. 

Traditional guided tours (which normally can draw 
large crowds) have gone virtual this year, to keep every-
one safe. But that doesn’t mean you have to miss birding 
at Strouds Run State Park or along the shores of Lake 
Erie at Maumee Bay or Geneva state parks. Experienced 
ODNR naturalists will walk you, virtually in your own 
home, through some of the most picturesque trails Ohio 
has to offer, in hopes that you can use your experience to 
plan your own trip to the great outdoors this winter.  

Your hiking trip may take you off the beaten path, but 
remember to play it safe and stay on the trail. The winter 
months can be brutal, so you need to be prepared for 
anything. ODNR’s virtual winter hike series will not 
only offer an overview of the trails, but hikers also can 
expect a review of safety tips for hiking in the cold win-
try weather. Check the forecast and research your hike 
before you leave the house. Dress in layers, keeping your 
head, neck, and hands covered. ODNR has a list of 

safety tips for anyone who wants to head out to the trails 
this winter. You can find those at: 
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-
do/family-friendly/winter-activities/winter-recreation-
safety 

ODNR will be releasing a limited-edition 2021 Ohio 
Winter Hike patch so hikers can commemorate their 
participation in the virtual hike program. The patch will 
be available for sale by February at reserveohio.com. 
After a chilly day of hiking, your family can warm up in 
front of a fire in your own cozy cabin in the woods or a 
room at one of our beautiful state park lodges. Consider 
a winter getaway by visiting greatohiolodges.com or re-
serveohio.com and plan your next outdoor adventure. 
Our staff is taking all necessary precautions during this 
global pandemic to ensure that your stay is safe and 
worry-free from check-in to check-out, and every mo-
ment in between. 

Choosing to hit the trails in the winter months can 
be beneficial for your mind, body and soul. Outside 
activity can help alleviate seasonal affect disorder, ease 
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Tucked away in the northwest 
corner of the state — about as 
far away from Hocking Hills as 
you can get — is Maumee State 
Park. Located on the edge of 
lake Erie, it is well-known as a 
Mecca for birders. At right we 
see the boardwalk that traverses 
the trail, and below (with the 
lodge in the background) a pair 
of Trumpeter Swans can be seen 
among the canada Geese.



What’s the most exciting visual feature of Whitetail 
Bucks? We humans believe it’s their racks! 

Hunters spend thousands of dollars and weeks at a time 
attempting to tag bucks with exceptional racks. Legal 
gun and bow hunting are the proven methods for taking 
big-racked bucks. But sometimes outdoorsmen stumble 
across loose rack sheds, or a deteriorating buck carcass 
that had previously been wounded during hunting sea-
son and slipped away within the privacy of nature to die. 
It’s a shame to waste precious buck racks. So, now’s the 
time to recycle them for your use.  

 Last year I met two late-season rabbit hunters who 
had stumbled upon 
a dead buck while 
their beagles were 
scent-chasing rab-
bit. As they ap-
proached the lifeless 
deer body, their ex-
citement intensified.                                                                                             

  “Wow! Look at 
the size of his racks! 
Some unlucky deer 
hunter lost a real 
prize!”  

Grabbing the racks 
for a better look, one 
hunter noticed a gun-
shot wound that had 
glazed over with gan-
grene. They were cer-
tain the buck had 
crawled into the dense 
weed cover to hide be-
fore it died. Fortu-
nately, its impressive 
racks were still at-
tached to the skull. 
This majestic buck had 
probably been the 
“alpha” buck of his do-
main. The 160 class, 
14-point racks undoubtedly intimidated all other male 
whitetail challengers. Most important of all, the racks 
were unscathed by the destructive gnawing from wood-
land rodents. What a lucky day! These small game 
hunters were certain they now possessed a unique set of 
whitetail buck racks. 

If you’re a serious deer hunter, don’t sit down and 
relax, because even after legal deer season, excitement still 

abounds when you search for buck rack sheds. Whitetail 
Deer provide each of us with some of the most rewarding 
hunting available. Equally, any day you find a dead buck 
with its racks still attached, or you locate loose rack 
sheds, the experience simply adds to the magic of these 
remarkable mammals.  

Each year hunters fail to find many deer because of 
misplaced shots. These deer are wasted after they are un-
intentionally left to die. Time and predators will eventu-
ally claim deceased deer, but what if you’re lucky enough 
to discover a buck first? Whether you find loose sheds, or 
buck racks still attached to the skull of a deteriorating 

deer, It’s impor-
tant to under-
stand who really 
owns the racks. 

What would 
you do if you 
found a dead 
buck with its 
racks still at-

tached to the skull? 
One possible idea 
is to would take 
pictures. Obvi-
ously, you would 
want the racks, and 
you would con-
sider whether you 
should cut off the 
entire head, or just 
the racks. But, 
would any part of 
this deer belong to 
you, even though 
you didn’t shoot it? 
Better question: 
Would ownership 
of this buck’s racks 
be worth a fine, or 
even jail time? Be-
fore you do any-

thing, it’s important to understand Ohio’s laws regarding 
randomly found dead deer with their racks still attached 
to the skull. 

Who actually owns deer parts that weren’t successfully 
taken by legal methods during hunting seasons? What 
are the rules for sheds/antlered dead deer? Read on. 

The three most common methods of obtaining White-
tail Buck racks are: legal hunting seasons, randomly 

Tips for finding white-
tail buck rack sheds 

By Bob “Greenie” Grewell 

This buck was found after gun season; its body eaten by predators. 
Where the skull is intact with the antlers, you must contact a game war-
den before taking the antlers.

22



walking upon a dead buck with its 
rack(s) still attached, and finding 
loose rack sheds bucks have lost nat-
urally. But each instance has a differ-
ent set of rules. Here’s what you 
need to know to legally possess 
Whitetail Deer racks. 

If you’re a shed hunter searching 
rural terrain for loose racks that have 
been dropped naturally from a 
buck’s head, do you need to 
contact a state wildlife officer? 
No. Loose sheds found after 
hunting season belong to you. 
You don’t need to call a wildlife 
officer for an ownership permit. 

Finding buck racks under 
these conditions occurs natu-
rally, not as a result of hunting 
(or poaching) activities. But be 
aware that state wildlife officers 
can visually determine if rack(s) 
have been naturally shed, or 
forcefully broken or cut from a 
skull. Be assured that intended 
deception can easily and accu-
rately be determined by wildlife 
officers.              

If you find a decaying buck 
and its racks are still attached to 
the skull, leave it lay where you 
found it. Don’t move it! Don’t 
attempt to cut the skull from 
the found deer’s body, or re-
move the racks from its skull.  

Your first responsibility is to 
contact a state wildlife officer, ex-
plain what you’ve found, and where 
it’s located. The wildlife officer will 
meet you at the carcass location and 
evaluate the circumstances of the 
buck’s death. He will determine if 
the buck died from an earlier gun-
shot wound, natural causes, or suspi-
cious circumstances. If the officer 
agrees you have randomly found the 
buck, he will issue you a written re-
ceipt so the head and/or racks are 
yours. This applies whether deer are 
found on public or private lands. 

Sensible hunters should under-
stand that the taking of deer body 
parts still decorated with buck’s 
racks is illegal, until the carcass has 
been confirmed legal by a wildlife 
game officer. Once properly assessed 
by a wildlife officer, racks can re-
main in your possession.  

Wise outdoorsmen understand 

game laws. And, should any deer 
body parts or found rack(s) be deter-
mined illegal, the perpetrator’s initial 
arrest penalty would be a misde-
meanor of the third degree. A sec-
ond offense is a first-degree 
misdemeanor. As you’ll read on page 
44, transporting parts of an animal 
that have been illegally taken can 
even be escalated to a felony, by fed-
eral wildlife officials. All of this can 
easily be avoided: Abide by estab-
lished laws and you can feel confi-
dent any rack sheds, or skull and 

rack combo you find, will remain in 
your possession. 

What is shed hunting for antlers, 
and are there any hunter benefits for 
this activity? Shed hunting means 
searching for and locating antlers 
that have naturally fallen from a 
buck’s head after they have com-
pleted their breeding cycle inten-

tions. This typically takes place 
after does have completed their 
estrus breeding cycle and a 
buck’s testosterone is depleted. 
The best time to take your 
chances for locating buck sheds 
are February and March.   

The high percentage areas to 
look for shed racks are bedding 
niches with dense foliage. Lock 
on to well-traveled trails and 
carefully study ground level fea-
tures as you slowly walk well-
used deer trails. Remember that 
small saplings and available 
dense foliage will grasp and pull 
off racks that will eventually be 
shed. Also, favorite bedding 
areas often harbor more than 
one buck. Thus, your chances of 
spotting several rack sheds are 
better. Important: whenever 
searching any location for 
dropped racks, it’s always wise 
to wear some type of hunter or-
ange.  

After the stresses of aggressive 
breeding activities, bucks also will be 
relying on available food sources. 
Harvested corn fields, winter wheat 
and diverse grass and weed fields 
offer the best food sources. And, if a 
corn field is surrounded by fencing, 
whenever bucks jump fences to in-
vestigate fields for corn, their racks 
often drop off as gravity takes con-
trol of stealing their racks. Look for 
sheds at landscape features where 
bucks are forced to jump to cross 
fences, and jump across drainage 

Foliage, small trees, brush, etc. often hook bucks 
and force their racks to drop.
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<<<Kidron Sports — Styled after a traditional day scope, the Pulsar Thermion XP50 
Thermal Riflescope’s allmetal (magnesiumalloy) body mounts perfectly with standard 
30mm rings and singlepiece scope mounts. Beyond looks, the Thermion XP50 is any
thing but traditional, boasting crisp 640x480 microbolometer resolution, 17μm pixel 

pitch, 8colorpallette imaging on a fullcolor 1024x768 HD AMOLED display and a 
jawdropping 2,500yard heatsignature detection range. Additional 

Thermion XP50 features include pictureinpicture, 15 
reticles in up to 4 colors—black, red, white and 

green, integrated still image and video recording 
with audio on 16gb of internal storage, WiFi 

with Pulsar’s Stream Vision app, 50Hz frame 
rate for fluid motion imaging and an on

board rechargeable battery pack. The 
Thermion XP50 weighs 31.7 ounces 
and is recoil rated to handle .375 
H&H, 9.3x64 and 12gauge.  — See 
ad on page 41

Miller’s Gun Supply, 
LTD.—From the weath
ered Metal Glaze finish 
to the rugged security 
and fire protection fea
tures that protect your 
guns and most valuable 
possessions, the 1878 is 
one tough safe. It fea
tures the industrylead
ing Axis Adjustable 
Shelving interior that 
lets you configure the 
shelves to optimize stor
age to meet your exact 
demands. Due to varia
tions in the metal used 
to construct the body 
and door, every 1878 
safe is unique, with an 
individual look and char
acter of its own. 1878 
safes are made in the 
USA. The patented DPX 
Door Storage System is 
the most versatile 
Browning ProSteel safe 
interior ever. This sys
tem maximizes gun stor
age space by including a 
modular system of door mounted racks for long guns as well as pouches and pock
ets for pistols and other valuables. Whereas many competitors offer these features 
as upgrades, the DPX storage system is a standard option on many of our safes. No 
doubt, it's the Gun Safe Industry's Biggest Breakthrough in Efficient Space Utiliza
tion..  — See ad on page 16

Maysville Harness — The Men’s Arctic Tall 
model Muck Boot is an exceptional choice, 
whether you’re doing daily chores, sitting in a 
deer stand or walking through marshland. It 
features 5mm CR FlexFoam neoprene which 
is 100 Percent waterproof.  It offers excep
tional comfort, flexibility, shock absorption 
and heat retention properties. In addition, the 
soft fleece lining enhances comfort, provides 

superior warmth and is highly durable 
for those long cold 
treks. Finally, the Vi
bram Arctic Grip out
sole pods deliver the 
most advanced trac
tion on wet ice. 
Available in sizes 7
13; comfort range of 
60 degrees to 30 de
grees.  — See ad on 
page 7
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>>>Premier Outdoors —See ad on page 29 
The allnew 2021 V3 Compound Bow features redesigned geometry to add more riser, in a compact profile, to give 
bowhunters the ultimate agility and stealth without compromising accuracy. New Centerguard Cable 
Containment delivers optimal cam timing while the allnew Nano 740 damper controls post shot 
noise and vibration. Available in 31” ATA and a 27” ATA, the specs speak for themselves: 

Mt. Hope Harness & Shoe— When you're bucking hay or swinging a framing 
hammer, you need a jacket that gives you the freedom to move. This men's in
sulated jacket is made of waterrepellent stretch fabric that's lighter than our 
sandstone duck and every bit as durable. Stretch panels on the back, sides 

and elbows allow for a full range of motion when you're on the job. 
• 59% cotton/39% polyester/2% spandex Quick Duck® canvas 

• 80 gram 3M™ Thinsulate™ Insulation for warmth 
• Quick Duck® weighs less but is ounceforounce as tough as our 

legendary sandstone duck 
• Full Swing® was developed with insight from our Carhartt 
Crew, a group of hardworking folks who wear our gear on the 
job day in and day out and let us know what they 
really think. 
• All Full Swing® gear is built brokenin to help 
you move like you mean it 24/7 
• Rain Defender® durable water repellent (DWR) 
keeps you dry and moving in light rain 
• Built to move with Rugged Flex® stretch technology, Mock

neck collar with full zip front and detachable hood 
• Two chest zip pockets; Two hand pockets with hidden snap clo

sure  — See ad on page 42 

>>>Mid Ohio Sports — The Striker Predator Float Suit 
features three key components designed to work to
gether for maximum warmth and moisture protection: 
“Sureflote®,” which is  is made from expanded lowden
sity polyethylene foam that traps air in closed cells 
constructed into multilayer membranes to create 
internal air pockets for added buoyancy. The Sure
flote membrane is moisture resistant and provides 
superior user mobility and added protection in the extreme cold. The 
combined jacket and pant/bib with Sureflote provide flotation assis
tance for up to two hours for an average person. Just the bib or jacket 
will give you buoyancy and you will not float upside down while wear
ing just the bib. Hydrapore® system technology is a high performance 
waterproof/breathable PU laminate that is built into the outer shell 
fabric of Striker Ice suits. Hydrapore is specifically designed to provide 
maximum protection against extreme weather elements. Hydrapore 
has a superior 5000mm/5000g/ m2 rating for resisting water penetra
tion and for breathability. (Please note that the rate at which W/B sys
tems expel moisture vapor is variable with external temperature.) 
Finally, Thermadex® is designed for use in outdoor active wear where 
lightweight, superior insulating performance and minimal loft is re
quired. Thermadex provides a high level of warmth in all your active 
outdoor applications, providing warmth, softness and breathability 
without the bulk. — See ad on Back Cover

V3 27: 
Brace Height: 6 inches 
Draw Height: 60, 65, 70, 75 LBS  
Physical Weight: 4.29 LBS 
IBO Rating: Up to 336 FPS@29.5” 
Draw length: 2529.5”  
Cam: CC W/Switchweight 
AxletoAxle: 27”  
LetOff: 80 or 85%  
MSRP: $1,199 
 

V3 31: 
Brace Height: 6 inches 
Draw Height: 60, 65, 70, 75 LBS  
Physical Weight: 4.5 LBS 
IBO Rating: Up to 342 FPS 
Draw length: 2630.5”  
Cam: CC W/Switchweight 
AxletoAxle: 31”  
LetOff: 80 or 85%  
MSRP: $1,199  
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Offers alternative hunting option over ha

Duck hunting takes fligh

By ART HOLDEN 
 

Chris Schlabach of Charm, OH admits he doesn’t 
hunt ducks and geese as much these days as he used to. 
He’s two years into a new business (Doughty Valley 
Builders) and finding the time to pursue waterfowl isn’t 
as easy as it once was. 

However, he realizes he’s already bagged the ultimate 
prize, and that’s seeing his boys, now young men, 
flourish in the sport he still loves to talk about. Oh, 
Schlabach still gets out once in a while, and devotes 
time to waterfowling as president of the Ducks 
Unlimited Holmes County chapter, but seeing how far 
his boys, Duane, now 25, and Brian, 23, have come in 
waterfowl hunting, is enough for him. Reliving in his 

mind two hunting trips to North Dakota fills him with 
a sense of pride. 

“Standing in the cattails in a prairie pothole with 
your boys...what else do you want?” said Schlabach. 
“Memories.” 

It’s not just the Schlabachs, though, who are enjoying 
waterfowl hunting. In some parts of the midwest, it’s 
getting harder and harder to find places to enjoy what is 
arguably the most popular game hunting: deer. So, 
rather than take their chances on public land with other 
hunters, or pay ever-increasing annual lease fees to tie 
up private land, some hunters are switching gears — 
and looking toward the skies, and marshes. 

“I think more and more people are getting into it 
because finding public land to hunt deer on is getting 
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ard-to-find deer hunting land 

ht with Schlabach family 

tougher and tougher,” Schlabach said. “And, you’re not 
spending all day sitting by yourself in a deer stand. 
You’re duck hunting with other people, you’re 
interacting with each other.” 

And, the waterfowl hunting possibilities are endless. 
You can field hunt geese, set up on Lake Erie breakwalls 
for diver ducks, or shoot early season teal in an inland 
marsh. You can shoot sandhill cranes — often called 
“the ribeye of the sky” for their delicious meat —  along 
the Mississippi flyway, sea ducks on the open ocean, 
Harlequins in Alaska or black brant in Mexico. 

And while those destinations sound expensive, you’re 
just getting started. You will need the right shotgun, 
shells, calls, decoys, boots, waders, camo clothing and 
more. 

“It’s not a cheap sport,” said Schlabach. 
But, like any outdoor activity, you can start small and 

work your way up. Of course, it all starts with a gaggle 
of calls and lots of practice. 

“The more jewelry you can hang around your neck, 
the better you feel,” laughed Schlabach. “And, if you’re 
lucky enough to get a banded bird, you can put that on 
your lanyard, too.” 

Veteran waterfowlers will tell you that the sport is not 
for fair-weather sportsmen/women. 
“You’ve heard the saying ‘misery loves company,’ well 
that’s duck hunting,” said Schlabach. “If you go duck 
hunting on a bluebird day, that’s what you’re going to 
get. “The worse the weather, the better the duck 
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hunting.” 
Schlabach says going on a few guided trips is well 

worth the expense when first starting out, as the learning 
curve is steep. You’ve got to learn how to set up your 
spread of decoys, how to play the wind, and how to call 
the birds in. 

“Calling; that’s the interesting part,” said Schlabach. 
“You’ve got to learn how much to call and when to be 
quiet. That’s where hunting with a guide will help. 

“And,” he added, “you’ve got to know your birds. 
You’ll learn birds by their body size, wing span, wing 
speed and flight pattern.” 

Joining your nearest chapter of Ducks Unlimited is 
another way to increase your waterfowl hunting 

knowledge, as the organization’s magazine is constantly 
offering information on how to make you a better hunter 
as well as what’s going on in the waterfowl industry. 
More importantly, DU is an organization that gives back. 

With chapters nationwide, Ducks Unlimited “raises 
money for waterfowl management and to preserve 
waterfowl for the next generation,” said Schlabach, 
noting that the Holmes County, Ohio DU chapter’s 
annual fundraiser is scheduled for February. (At press 
time he didn’t know the status of the event because of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. “We’re still planning for 
it, but we’re not sure if it’s going to happen.”) 
“The first year we had a banquet we were No. 1 in all of 
Ducks Unlimited for money raised in the Junior Class,” 
said Schlabach. “The second year we were second overall 
for all fundraisers, so the members have been generous.” 
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For those who may be hearing about it for the first 
time, Ducks Unlimited dates back to 1937, and 
currently has more than 700,000 members nationwide. 
Fundraising events are the major source of revenue for 
the group. 

Ducks Unlimited is a 
national nonprofit organization 
that is “the world’s largest and 
most effective private, 
nonprofit, waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation 
organization. DU is able to 
deliver its work through a series 
of partnerships with private 
individuals, landowners, 
agencies, scientific communities 
and other entities.” To date, the 
organization is credited with conserving more than 14 
million acres of wetland/waterfowl habitat in North 
America — including Canada and Mexico.  

To join or find a local chapter near you, log onto 

ducks.org.  
Season dates, species and bag limits vary from state to 

state, so be sure to search your state’s DNR to plan your 
hunt accordingly. One final note: To avoid poisoning 

other species and habitat, 
waterfowl hunting requires the 
use of nontoxic shot. Again, if 
you’re new to waterfowl 
hunting, take the time to do 
your homework. 

Those who are local to 
Holmes County and would like 
to know more about the local 
DU chapter (or to donate) can 
call Schlabach at 330-275-5505. 
Otherwise, visit ducks.org to 
find the chapter nearest you. 
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As co-publisher Jeff Massaro and I met over the 
course of many months to determine what type of 

content to include in GLO, we considered a number of 
topics. 

As time passed, we decided that we would include 
articles covering a wide variety of outdoor pursuits 
including hunting, fishing, birding and “adventures,” 
but that, ultimately it would be our readers who 
determine the content. That means, your ideas, 
suggestions, reactions and participation will help 
determine the content of this publication. The idea of 
having our readers’ feedback and participation help 
chart our course is very exciting to us. 

Toward that end, we’re going to ask for your input in 
several areas, including recipes. 

When Jeff shared his idea for a “Catch and Cook” 
recipe column with me, I leapt at the idea.  

I told Jeff I grew up eating pan-fried rabbit, and 
squirrel in gravy with dumplings. My father used to be  
an avid hunter and, even though it may not have been 
mom’s favorite cuisine, she came up with several good 
methods to cook what dad brought home. (My folks 
grew up in the Great Depression/WWII era, and they 
both respected dad’s abilities to put food on the table.) 

It’s probably been 50 years, but I also remember the 
great turtle soup suppers that the Conservation Club in 
Holmesville, OH used to host. I was very young, but 
vividly recall big roasters full of delicious turtle soup. If 
you’ve never eaten snapping turtle...oh, man! Our 
extended family also held fish fries throughout the year 
and of course, springtime brought dreams of delicious 
morel mushrooms (I can almost taste them right now!) 

As you read this, perhaps you’re thinking about your 
own special wildlife recipes; either those you enjoyed 
growing up, or ones you look forward to every season. 
For myself, some of those long-ago memories are 
bittersweet, particularly knowing that mom’s wildlife 
recipes were never written down, and now are lost 
forever. 

So perhaps this is a good forum for everyone to share 

those recipes and keep them alive for at least another 
generation. 

Every hunter and fishing enthusiast I’ve ever known 
believes strongly in eating what they harvest. With our 
readers’ participation in this “Catch and Cook” column, 
we can share our best and make those wildlife/fish meals 
even more enjoyable. 

To sweeten the pot (pun intended) we’re offering this 
incentive: If we choose your recipe for publication, you’ll 
receive a free copy of a wildlife cookbook (we’re narrow -
ing down the best ones as we go to press. Thanks for 
reading, and Bon Apetit! 

Our first recipe: With deer season almost over, and 
many of our readers enjoying a freezer full of venison, we 
thought it would be appropriate to kick things off with a 
tasty deer-based recipe. This classic stroganoff dish is easy 
to prepare and perfect for cold winter nights when a real 
“stick-to-your-ribs” meal is in order.

“Catch and Cook” 
Preparing delicious 
meals from your harvest
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Ingredients 
• 2 pounds venison, cut into chunks  
• 2 cloves garlic, minced  
• 1 small onion, diced  
• Zest of one lemon  
• 1/2 cup chopped parsley  
•  8 oz. can sliced mushrooms, 
drained 
• 1 cup sour cream  
• 4 cups beef broth  
• 3 tablespoons butter  
• 2 tablespoons Olive oil  
• 2 teaspoons paprika  
• 1 pinch nutmeg  
• 1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce  
• 2 teaspoons flour  
• Freshly ground salt and black 
pepper (McCormic grinders)  
• Egg noodles or rice, to serve over 

Classic venison stroganoff 
Directions 
1. Season the meat with salt and pepper. 
2. In a large, deep skillet over medium-high heat, brown the meat in the 
butter and 2 tablespoons of olive oil, then transfer the meat to a plate, leaving 
the drippings in the skillet. 
3. In the same pan, brown the onion. 
4. After two minutes, add the mushrooms and garlic. Add more olive oil if 
necessary. Season with salt and pepper. Dust with flour while stirring. 
5. Add the broth and bring to a boil, stirring constantly. Return the meat to 
the pan. 
6. Add the Worcestershire, nutmeg, paprika and lemon zest. 
7. Cover, reduce the heat and simmer gently on low heat for about an hour 
and a half. 
8.Uncover and simmer on low heat for another 30 minutes or until the meat 
is tender. 
9. Add the sour cream and mix well. Adjust the seasoning to your taste. 
Sprinkle with parsley, and bring to a very low bubble, as you would a gravy. 
10. Serve over rice or noodles. 
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Winter is the season to 
add species to 

lifetime bird list
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By John Hageman 
 

While the spring and fall seasons are well-known 
periods when many species of migratory birds 

annually pass through the Great Lakes, winter is another 
prime time to watch for others forced into the region by 
weather severe enough to make their northern homes 
inhospitable even to these tough customers.  

While numerous species of late season visitors are so 
common that birders come to expect them as affirmation 
that winter has arrived, several others only appear 
sporadically and make news among birding social 
network circles when spotted.  

The Black Swamp Bird Observatory (www.bsbo.org), 
founded in 1992 conducts research, education, outreach 
and conservation projects from their Oak Harbor, Ohio 
headquarters on Lake Erie. After speaking to a few avid 
birders connected with the organization, the following 
species collectively make their list of some birds that 
these members look forward to seeing each winter. 

There are plenty of field guides available, precluding 
the need to describe these species in this article. My latest 
favorite is the Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced 
Birding, where Kenn Kaufman goes out of his way to 
tell, “the rest of the story” about the birds found within 
its pages.  

There was agreement among several of my birding 
enthusiast contacts that no matter how many times they 
have seen one, the highlight of winter birding is when a 
Snowy owl visits.  

Favoring large, wide open areas that resemble their 
tundra homes, they often use airports, where they risk 
injury to themselves and can present a danger to aircraft. 
They are sometimes captured and relocated elsewhere in 
the name of safety for all parties involved.  

Snowy owls typically hunt at night, then often rest in 
plain sight during the daylight hours on the ground, 
buildings, or utility poles where they are visible from 
long distances.   

According to Michigan Sea Grant, other species of 
wandering owls that can primarily be seen this time of 
year with some searching near the Great Lakes include 
Boreal, Great Gray and Northern Hawk owls.   

Boreal owls are a small species which nests north of 
the border in mixed coniferous/deciduous forests. When 
occasionally present during the winter, they are usually 
detected in groves of coniferous trees, according to 
Kaufman.  

Great Gray owls may be forced by low prey numbers 
to search away from their home range, typically west of 
the Upper Great Lakes. In the winter, they occasionally 
stray down to the lower Great Lakes and even into the 
northeastern U.S.  

A daytime hunter, the Northern Hawk owl, is a bird 
of the northern boreal forest. It is rarely seen in the Great 
Lakes, but when one is discovered, it is sure to draw a 
crowd, as it often sticks around for days at a time 
perched high in the treetops.   

It is no secret that Bald eagles have made a dramatic 
recovery around the Great Lakes states over the past 40-
plus years and can now be readily seen near their nesting 
territory throughout the year.  

However, in the winter, flocks of eagles of mixed ages 
often congregate at productive wetland sites where 
concentrated numbers of fish or waterfowl are present.    

Several years ago, at one private duck hunting club on 
Lake Erie’s Sandusky Bay, in a scene more suggestive of 
an Alaskan scenario, there were 69 eagles perched in a 
giant Cottonwood tree, providing a memorable treat for 
those who were lucky enough to witness this early winter 
morning gathering.   

Rough-legged hawks journey southward from north 
of the arctic boreal forest to hunt when winter conditions 
require. They are most often seen locally hunting over 
broad open habitats like marshes and large fields, 
including airports.  

The Black Swamp Bird Observatory has long hosted a 
Pelagic boat trip on Lake Erie in Cleveland, where several 
species of waterbirds can be seen. This year’s trip was 
cancelled due to (you guessed it) COVID-19 social 
distancing requirements.  

Some notable species spotted over the years have 
included Iceland, Glaucous and Great Black-backed 
gulls; Long-tailed and Harlequin ducks, a Great 
cormorant, and Purple sandpipers.  

Somewhat more graceful in flight than the similar-
sized Herring gull, Iceland gulls that are occasionally 
seen in the Great Lakes nest in the northeastern reaches 
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of Canada.   
Breeding in the Arctic, Glaucous gulls migrate in 

years when forced south by weather, typically following 
the coasts, with some finding their way into the Great 
Lakes.  

Great Black-backed gulls are being seen with greater 
frequency year-round on Lake Erie, but their presence 
increases in the Great Lakes during the winter.  

The Long-tailed duck, formerly known as the 
Oldsquaw, is a deep-diving species that feeds on mollusks 
which is seen in the Great Lakes during many winters, 
and Harlequin ducks are detected almost annually. Yet, 
the presence of either of these winter visitors still draws 
small groups of dedicated birders to a suitable vantage 
point to spot them.   

While seeking odd pockets of open water, Common 
Goldeneyes are reliable winter guests often harvested by 
late season waterfowl hunters. When I ice fish around the 
Bass Islands near Put-in-Bay, the distinctive notes that 
the “Whistlers” wings generate while in flight often 
prompt me to open my shanty door to sneak a peek at 
them whenever I hear flocks overhead.   

Common mergansers nest in tree cavities along rivers 
north of the border but are common winter visitors in 
the Great Lakes, including the larger tributaries. Large 
flocks may accumulate in areas where they can find 
ample supplies of fish to feed upon.    

While primarily a bird of the Old World, Great 
cormorants are expanding slowly along the northeast 
coastline. They have been seen in the Finger Lakes and 
Great Lakes in the winter in smaller groups than the 
burgeoning Double-crested cormorant flocks. They make 
a unique lunge when diving for fish that helps separate 
them from Double-crested cormorants, field marks 
notwithstanding.    

Purple sandpipers, which nest in the arctic tundra are 
sometimes seen in the Niagara River and Lake Erie in the 
shoreline splash zones, where they play chicken with 
incoming waves while foraging for invertebrates. As with 
other arctic species, they can be quite naive, which 
explains their cautious tolerance for some crowding by 
birders who may encounter the species.    

Another sure sign that winter is in control is seeing 
Snow buntings swirling in modest-sized flocks low over 
the ice-covered lake and beaches. Inland, they can be 
seen flying along roadsides headed for open agricultural 
fields that resemble their arctic tundra nesting territory 
or while foraging on the ground. 

Mark Shieldcastle, BSBO’s Director of Research 
winter highlights include American tree sparrows, 
Common redpolls and White-winged crossbills.  

The American tree sparrow, also known as the 
“Winter sparrow,” nests in the northern Canadian 
provinces and Alaska and winters in the northern 
half of the Continental U.S. It is a common 
species seen in flocks in marshes or brushy and 
weedy areas while feeding on seeds. At bird 
feeders, they mingle with other species, 
especially Juncos.  

Common redpolls nest in the high arctic, 
where they are content to remain unless food 
shortages force them southward to latitudes that 
include brushy fields and woodland edges near 
the Great Lakes. They are continually active, yet 
tame when accepting handouts at bird feeders.   

White-winged crossbills nest throughout Canada 
but are found in conifer forests in the winters when 
searching for new feeding opportunities. They are 
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particularly fond of tamarack seed cones and have been 
seen consuming road salt when on the ground while 
foraging for grit.  

BSBO Conservation Committee member Heidi 
Trudell lists Pine siskins, Purple finches and Red-
breasted nuthatches as bird species to watch for 
once the weather gets cold.  

After nesting in the middle of the 
southern Canadian Provinces to Alaska, 
Pine siskins often travel in flocks while 
associated with Goldfinches during the 
winter. They are adept are hanging 
upside down to reach seed heads when 
necessary.  

While commonly seen in the Upper 
Great Lakes, their presence in the Lower 
lakes is more pronounced in the winter at 
bird feeders and also feeding on seeds and 
buds low to and from the ground.  

Purple finches breed in a wide swath of 
Canada but are often seen at bird feeders that feature 
sunflower seeds during the winter. Otherwise, they feed 
on weeds seeds including ragweed, dandelion and ash 
tree seeds. Their population is thought to be losing 
ground to increasing numbers of invasive house finches 
and house sparrows. 

The Red-breasted nuthatch typically nests in the 
northern coniferous forests, 

coming south great 
distances when 

necessary to locate 
sources of food. 

They may very 
closely 
approach 
people who 
remain still 
while the 
birds are 

concentrating 
on feeding.   
Former 

Toledo Blade 
newspaper outdoors 

editor Steve Pollick, another member of BSBO’s 
Conservation Committee, lists Horned larks as a more 

conspicuous winter sight seen 
while driving along rural 

roadsides.  
While present 
year-round in this 

latitude, 
nomadic 
flocks can be 
more easily 
seen feeding 
on the 
ground in 
agricultural 

fields with 
short 

vegetation or 
bare dirt.  
As you can see, 

winter offers a chance for 
birders to see and even add 

species to their life list, depending upon their number of 
years of experience; time spent afield and locations 
visited.  

The birds been mentioned here are by no means an 
exhaustive list but can give birders an excuse to get 
outside during the winter to see what’s passing through 
— and maybe be the first to share the discovery of an 
unusual visitor with others within the local birding 
community.  

Finally, the Niagara River corridor is a globally 
significant birding area that hosts up to 19 species of 
gulls, numerous waterfowl, winter finches and others due 
to the river flowing all winter. For those who want to try 
winter birding from the comfort of home, a virtual event 
is being held from February 12-14, 2021 and they 
welcome additional participation 
(birdsontheniagara.org). 
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Lake-of-the-Woods holds special places in my 
wintry heart: first grandchild, biggest fish, rarest 
mold spores, a super-fast Audi, first sled-texting 

deal – and little did I know: my last greatest memories of 
life pre-Crazy-19 virus. 

 The first week of March 2020 I was fortunate enough 
to make one last foray into the free world (soon to 
become the germy world) when I headed northwest from 
Ohio. As I flew in 30,000 feet of comfort into Winnipeg, 
my five favorite people on earth, and my favorite mutt, 
were headed the same direction from North Carolina 
crammed into a Subaru Crosstrek. Destination? River 
Bend Resort on the Rainy River just outside Baudette.  

 I chose Lake-of-the-Woods because I’d never 
experienced hardwater fishing where you could safely 
drive on ice up to 48 inches thick. Also, fond memories 
lingered from a few years earlier. Fishing with Captain 
Wes Harder on the river just a few miles upstream, I 
thoroughly beat myself up landing a 58-inch lake 
sturgeon – the largest catch of my life. The hour-long 
affair with that fish set my heart to a future return.  

 Lake-of-the-Woods’ 1,679 square miles of water, split 
between Minnesota, Manitoba and Ontario, is the 
remnant of a once-vast glacial lake which geologists 
believe at one time exceeded 150,000 square miles. While 
the glaciers are long gone the lake remains a cool place to 
visit. It’s filled with walleye, northern pike, yellow perch, 
musky, burbot and lake sturgeon, among others, and 
sports a small and hardy yet friendly population of 

humans. 
 Getting there was fun 

 I arrived a day ahead of the others and was met 
promptly at the airport by good fortune. At the car rental 
desk I was bumped, free of charge, from the standard 
impoverished outdoors writer car which as a rule is 
something small, sluggish and wimpy to an Audi A5, 
something small, fast and cool. Provincial Highway 12 
running from Winnipeg toward Baudette has always been 
fairly straight, though I can assure you it’s a little 
straighter now. 

 In Warroad I swerved into “The Shed” automobile 
museum. This unplanned stop offered an hours-long 
inspection of 90-plus classic American cars all in mint 
condition or darned close. Like a 1960 Corvette — serial 
#000001, a small fleet of ultra-rare Chevrolet Yenkos, a 
1957 Cadillac Eldorado with a stainless steel top and a 
1975 Vega V-8. And yes, one really exists (the prototype.) 
In fact, there are many prototypes in the collection. 

Owner Bob Marvin boasts that all but four are 
numbers-matching and 21 are one-of-a-kind. Vehicles 
spanning nine decades are featured with a heavy emphasis 
on muscle cars from 1960 to 1970. But vintage wheels 
like FDR’s campaign car, a 1933 Lincoln KB Phaeton 
and a 1957 Chevy El Morocco still garner plenty of 
attention. A small, furry museum docent named Oofda 
will lead you on a guided tour if you choose, or may 
simply sleep on a leather sofa nearby. 

While these works of art are museum-worthy, they’re 

Lake-of-the-Woods Ice FishLake-of-the-Woods Ice Fish

By James Proffitt
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hing: A Trip Frozen in Time  hing: A Trip Frozen in Time  

also road-worthy. They all hit the streets now and then for 
a few laps around town, driven by trusted car club 
members (it’s $15 to join.) And yes, even the 1,200 
horsepower twin-turbo Dodge Viper gets taken for its 
paces. Gingerly, of course. 
 A long and cramped ride, with one new face 

 After a 23-hour drive from Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina they scrambled from the SUV like clowns, and 
kept coming: my son Jordan, his wife, Ginna, and their 
first child, Josette, then Ginna’s sister, Angie and their 
mother, Floralba and Oso, a 70-pound brown dog, 
origins unknown. They were flat whipped. Oso launched 
from the rear hatch like a fur rocket to make yellow snow. 
And my first glimpse of my first grandchild couldn’t have 
happened at a more pleasing site. On a bluff overlooking 
the bright white frozen river and the low, wide grassy 
Canadian marsh on the far bank, with the distant thrum 
of snow machines aiming homeward after a day on the 
lake, I looked that little angel in the eyes and laid it out 
straight in our first conversation. “Hi! You’re six weeks old 
and in a bit we’re going to the bar for a while and in the 
morning you’re getting back in the car and we’re driving 
fifteen miles out on the ice and going fishing.” Then she 
cried. 

 After acclimating ourselves to the sweetness of being 
together in frozen, windy northern Minnesota and the 
anticipation of two days’ fishing, we trekked the 100 feet 
to Miles Lab Bar & Grill, named after Miles, the big 
chocolate Lab that oversees the operation. He was 

gracious enough to host Oso. In fact, at River Bend, all 
good dogs are allowed a seat at the table. Or at least a 
prominent position lying in the middle of the floor. 

  
The hearty American fare included tall burgers, sweet 

and smoky rib racks and wings, most prominently. A pool 
table, great view of the Rainy River and cold beer tied it 
all together.  

  
Getting away from the world way, way out on ice 
 The fishing both days was great, not so much in that 

we landed trophy walleye or northern pike, which we 
didn’t, but that we spent two full days inside a cozy, 
heated shanty working the water together with jigs and 
minnows for whatever came our way. Note to self, day 1: 
when the caravan of vehicles leaves at dawn en route to 
shanties miles out on the ice, do not expect everyone in 
your party to be ready. Note to self, day 2: read previous 
note to self. 

 At first my daughter-in-law pondered at length on the 
thickness of the ice – and the mathematics of whether 
Josette could somehow possibly maybe in a bizarre freak 
accident fit through the ice holes. Once she was assured 
all was copacetic, her concern disappeared. For Floralba 
and Angie the trip was a series of firsts: First time in 
Minnesota, first time ice fishing, and for Angie, first 
introduction to snow and ice. Both are from Bogota, 
Columbia.  
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 While we were outfitted with a 
Vexilar flasher, which we used at first, 
the aim of catching the largest 
walleye drifted off into catching up 
on life, telling stories and discussing 
the future. The fishing was 
interspersed with jaunts outside 
where the wide-open frozen lake 
offered the brown dog all the 
unfettered freedom he could have 
ever imagined, though in the end he 
held mostly close at a couple 
hundred yards. 

 At the close of two days’ fishing 
we saw more than a dozen nice ’eyes 
cleaned and bagged and some 
tullibee, or northern cisco. While 
most folks don’t keep the forage fish 
which is the backbone of the 
northern Minnesota fisheries food 
chain, they are delicious. We kept 
ours. 
 It’s not ice but it’s still nice 

 On our third and final night we 
headed back onto the ice searching 
for the bar we’d heard was 
constructed completely of ice, The 
Igloo Bar at Zippel Bay Resort. Not 
sure what we were thinking, but we 
expected it was made of well, you 
know, ice. It is not. But it looks like a 
giant igloo and that was close 
enough for us. Its 1,000 square-feet 
features a bar, snacks, televisions and 
tables where you can sit and fish 

Clockwise, from top left: 
The standard “How Long Can You 
Keep Your Feet in the Water Con-
test” is always fun. 
 
Ginna and baby Josette working a jig. 
 
Floralba displays another one of her 
big tullibee. 
 
Father and son, out-fished by the 
ladies at the end!
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through the floor. Outside you can 
warm up by a fire or inside one of 
the heated restrooms, also 
constructed to sort of resemble 
igloos. 
 Makeshift deal-making Baudette 
style 

 Angie, having never seen a 
snowmobile in person, had 
mentioned a desire to ride one. On 
Sunday morning as we prepared to 
depart I checked out the prospects. 
There were none. The closest 
snowmobile rentals were four hours 
in the wrong direction. Since I’m a 
sucker for long shots, I hit Craigslist 
and found a late-model Arctic Cat 
Crossfire 800 for sale nearby, around 
$7k. I texted the seller.  

 The first thing I asked the 
snowmobile’s owner, Curt Ferrier, 
when he pulled into River Bend with 
his wife is “What on earth would 
possess you to answer a sketchy 8 
a.m. Sunday text and head up here?” 
They laughed. 

 “Oh, I was pretty leery to begin 
with. I showed it to my wife and she 
said ‘it seems legit,’” he said. “I 
looked you up online and I thought 
it would be OK, so here we are. It’s 
kind of a performance sled, and we 
just thought since she’d never been in 
the snow before it would be a good 
experience. My son should be 
coming up the river any minute.” 

 Right on cue an orange rocket 
shot around the bend in the distance 
then up off the river, and climbed 
the embankment where Curt’s son 
parked it at Angie’s feet. 

 The next two hours were 
amazing. The Ferriers departed and 
the three ladies, none of whom had 
ever been on a snowmobile had a 
blast on the frozen Rainy River. All 
Jordan and I saw were streaks of 
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orange blazing past periodically. Even more amazing was 
the battle that ensued when the sellers returned (or in 
this case renters), and we tried to get them to take our 
cash. In the end, they reluctantly took half. 
 A dog under the weather and a changing world 

 Within a week or so of our trip the Canadian border 
was closed and businesses all over the nation were 
beginning to assess their operations or restricting 
services. Masks were emerging and life here, and 
everywhere, was changing quickly. 

 A few weeks after my son arrived back home in 
North Carolina he called. Oso was deathly ill. One 
veterinarian offered a weekend euthanasia house call. 
After legwork, phone calls and office visits, it was 
determined that the brown dog, likely during the 
sudden warm-up and thaw in the Midwest on our day of 
departure, had contracted blastomycosis. The rare fungal 
spores sometimes found in moist, decaying material in 
the Great Lakes region had caused a deadly infection. Oso 
was down but not out. With quick treatment and weeks 
of loving attention, he survived.  

 In fact, Oso’s already pestering Jordan about heading 
back north. And so are all the girls. 

 
### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS### 

 
Have an adventure of your own you’d like to share? We 

invite submissions from writing pros (like James Proffitt) as 
well as our readers.  

Author James Proffitt, Angie, Ginna, Floralba and “Oso,” aka “Brown Dog” enjoying a moment together — without 
masks,before the world changed.

Angie gets a brief tutorial before taking her first-ever snow-
mobile drive!
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ditches. Their forced landing can in-
fluence their racks to drop off. 

Experienced shed hunters offer a 
few facts that help them succeed. 
The initial advice is to not get in a 
hurry. Take your time to visually 
study the landscape; 75% of your 
adventure should be with your eyes 
focused on the ground. So many 
times, sheds are within a few feet of 
you and we fail to spot them because 
we looking above the ground. 

Don’t always expect to see an en-
tire rack out in the open. It can hap-
pen, but be observant and look for 
shape and color, often just a portion 
of a tine. Develop the mindset to 
focus on the “V” shape from main 
beam tines. One successful shed 
hunter tells me he walks with the 
sun at his back. It’s easier to spot any 
reflection from a mottled white rack. 

And, as he maintains a slow pace 
with a stop-and-go gait, he uses 
binoculars to help him pick out 
ground level features. 

Another example involves those 
who specifically hunt loose rack 
sheds each year, after hunting sea-
son. It’s exciting to stumble upon 
a single rack, or set of whitetail 
racks lying beside the edge of a 
creek crossing. It’s also a bonus if 
they are spotted within the under-
growth of a rural Ohio woodlot, 
just waiting for you to pick them 
up. What a prize, especially if the 
rack(s) aren’t damaged by field 
mice and squirrels. Your adventur-
ous experience simply adds to the 
magic of these remarkable mam-
mals. 
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Natural rack sheds make perfect rattling 
racks.
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anxiety and boost your immune system. It’s a healthy 
alternative to binge-watching that new television se-
ries, and helps families bond on a level that goes be-
yond their living rooms. 

Inexperienced hikers might find a trek in the snow 
to be a little less challenging than a hike in the heat 
of summer. The soft surface allows more cushion, 
and fewer aches and pains for those just starting out. 
Winter is the perfect time to build up your body for 
hikes in warmer months. So, when the snow melts, 
you’ll be ready to hit the more-challenging trails with 
less of a shock to your system. 

The winter months bring serene trails, frozen land-
scape and sledding hills to outdoors lovers in and 
around Ohio. The snow-covered ground inspires a 
childlike reaction and the urge to shout ‘snow day!’ at 
the top of your lungs. But if you go beyond your back 
yard, there is an entire world that takes on a new light as 
the temperature drops. It is a world of spectacular ice 
formations, frozen lakes, rare birds and picturesque land-
scapes. It is a world available to anyone who ventures 
into the great outdoors to hike through Ohio’s many dif-

ferent settings. It’s right there under your nose...if only 
you take the time to look. 

### GREATLAKESOUTDOORS### 

42

Five Ohio state park have “Storybook Trails” or children.

State parks | Continued from page 20



Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________________

Phone or V-mail: __________________________________________________________________

_____Yes! I would like a one-year subscription to “Great Lakes Outdoors.” I understand I’ll re-

ceive the first issue free, and then the next four issues. Enclosed is my payment of $19.95 

Make checks payable to: GLO Publishing, P.O. Box 248, Fredericksburg, OH 44627

Subscribe Today! 5 Issues for the price of 4

Welcome to the Great Lakes region’s newest 
outdoor magazine! 

Brought to you by the publishers of The Triple H Maga-
zine and Expressions In Woodcraft Magazine and pub-
lished locally in Northeast Ohio, “Great Lakes 
Outdoors” will come to you quarterly, and feature full-
length stories with large, color photos, on numerous 
aspects of Hunting, Fishing, Birding and Outdoor Ad-
ventures. 

Features: 

• Published four times a year 

• Full Color 

• High-quality glossy paper — you’ll want to keep 
every issue 

• Full-length feature stories and regular columns from 
some of the region’s best-known outdoor writers!

Subscribe now and you’ll receive our next issue 
FREE, plus four issues for only $19.95
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You can barely surf the web these days, let alone get 
on any form of Social Media, without encountering 

“influencers.” 
In the Andy Warhol-esque world that is the 21st cen-

tury it seems that almost anyone can garner their prom-
ised “15 minutes of fame.” 

Indeed, thousands of people whom you probably 
never would have heard of, have gained fame (and in 
many cases fortune) by becoming known among their 
followers on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok or 
other platforms. 

Online influencers can steer product buying decisions, 
and, through arrangements with sponsors, make a lot of 
money. Fact: YouTube’s highest-paid affiliate in 2020 was 
Nine-year-old Ryan Kaji, who earned $29 million in 
commissions!  

For those who are not familiar with the “influencer” 
model, it’s pretty simple: Through whatever hobby, occu-
pation or sport you choose, you gain a following of peo-
ple. Once you’re established the next objective is to get 
product or affiliate deals (or even direct payments) from 
various brands that fit in with your activity. The most 
successful players make millions.  

Such was the case for Ohio native Josh Bowmar and 
his wife, Sarah. 

Toledo native and Heidelberg College graduate Josh 
Bowmar and his Indiana-born wife, Sarah, built a large 
online following for both their Bowmar Fitness business 
and as “celebrity” hunters, mostly via their bow hunting 
videos posted on YouTube. They also had a strong Insta-
gram following, with Sarah boasting at least one million 
followers. 

But as quickly as they built their online empire (Sarah 
Bowmar’s net worth alone is estimated at $1 million to 5 
million) it’s in danger of crashing. 

Late last year the Bowmars were indicted on numerous 
counts of hunting/poaching-related violations, including 
illegally killing animals too close to baited locations, 
hunting without permits and transporting illegally taken 
animals or parts across state lines. 

As it turns out the case has been a long time in the 
making, and the Bowmars were just two among 50 peo-
ple indicted in an allegedly elaborate poaching operation 
conducted by a Nebraska-based outfitter, Hidden Hills 
Outfitters, LLC. The bulk of the charges against the 
Bowmars are alleged to have taken place on Hidden Hills 
Outdoors preserve. 

Here is an important point about the case, and the in-

KNOW  
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 

Star YouTube 
bowhunters 
 face federal 

poaching 
charges in  
landmark  

Nebraska case
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dictments against the Bowmars: Virtually all 50 of the 
defendants are being charged with felonies under an old 
(some would say obscure) law dating back to the early 
20th century called The Lacey Act. 

Originally passed in the early 20th century, the Lacey 
Act was designed to stop the wholesale slaughter and 
marketing of the USA’s wild species. It makes it a federal 
crime to take an animal, or portions of an animal, that 
has been illegally harvested across state lines. Both Bow-
mars face multiple counts of this charge. One of the keys 
here, is that the transport of an animal harvested illegally 
across state lines, turns a violation from a possible state 
offense into a federal crime. 

This is not the first time the YouTube stars have been 
involved in a hunting-
related controversy. 

In 2016 the couple 
drew collective jeers 
from virtually the en-
tire world when Sarah 
filmed Josh spearing a 
black bear — with a 
camera attached — in 
Alberta, Canada. The 
entire process, includ-
ing the bear crying 
out in agony, was then 
posted online. 

The bear was left to 
die, and the Bowmars 
retrieved it the next 
day. 

Seasoned hunters 
know that sometimes 
a kill is not for every-
one to watch, and ani-
mals can suffer. But they also know that, whenever 
possible, putting down an animal in obvious agony as 
quickly and efficiently as possible is the humane thing to 
do. 

At the time, spear hunting was not illegal in the Cana-
dian province, so the Bowmars did not encounter any 
legal issues. But the incident drew worldwide attention, 
and spurred the Province of Alberta to change outlaw 
spear hunting (it’s illegal in most US states as well). 

The incident also cost Sarah Bowmar a sponsorship 
from popular outerwear company Under Armour. 

To be clear: We’re not passing judgment on the Bow-

mars. But at this writing...it doesn’t look good. 
The federal (yes, Federal) indictment against them is 

20 pages long. To illustrate further, this isn’t akin to a 
local game warden bringing charges against someone on 
a simple hunting out of season violation: This is a 20-
page federal indictment in a case that’s being called the 
biggest poaching case in Nebraska history, and in which 
30 of the 50 defendants, including the owner of the 
hunting preserve, have already accepted guilty pleas. 

Drawing the stiffest sentence to date is Hidden Hills 
Outfitters co-owner Jacob Hueftle, who will serve 30 
months in Federal prison for his role in the alleged 
poaching operation, and forfeit all hunting and hunting-
related privileges in the USA for 15 years after his release. 

This is Hueftle’s sec-
ond conviction on 
federal hunting viola-
tions. In 2012 he was 
convicted of violating 
federal hunting laws, 
and sentenced to five 
years’ probation. 

Understand, again, 
these are not county 
or even state officials 
we’re dealing with: 
This is the United 
States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, De-
partment of The Inte-
rior, an agency of the 
federal government, 
and fines and sen-
tences can be severe. 

There’s plenty of in-
formation about the 

case available online from various news and outdoors 
outlets and, as you’d imagine, comments and opinions 
run the gamut. 

The Bowmars’ attorney, G. Kline Preston, IV, insists 
that his clients are innocent, and that the Lacey Act is 
old, outdated, serves up draconian punishments and 
should be ruled unconstitutional. At press time, the case 
was still entwined in pretrial motions, including the 
Bowmars’ insistence that the case should be dismissed, 
on several grounds. 

Attorney Preston insists that his clients will not accept 
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any plea deal, and have requested a jury trial. “The Bow-
mars have elected to stand on their rights and fight these 
charges before a jury rather than accept a deal. The Bow-
mars are fighting for their rights and those of other ethi-
cal hunters as well.” 

Preston has taken the position that most people 
charged with Lacey Act violations, including “celebrity” 
hunters like the Bowmars, accept a plea rather than face 
much more severe penalties if found guilty at trial. He 
said, “The Lacey Act is an abusive piece of federal legisla-
tion that is used to excessively punish hunters for alleged 
minor infractions which are the equivalent of a speeding 
ticket under state law. The Lacey Act makes a traffic-like 
offense into a serious federal case. It is often abused by 
forcing honest, ethical hunters to plead guilty in order to 
avoid the risk of excessive fines and substantial jail time.” 

Preston seems resolute in his clients’ position, and told 
Outdoor Life that, “I also believe that the legislative 
framework of the Lacey Act violates the 10th Amend-
ment,” and that he intends to “challenge the constitu-
tionality” of the act. Is this case David V. Goliath, as 
Preston seems to be indicating, or are the Bowmars just 
two very popular people caught up in a nefarious ring of 
illegal activities? 

Time will tell, but a number of the charges in the 
overall case deal with out-and-out poaching, including 
charges that numerous deer were harvested at night, after 
being baited or with spotlights. Further, many deer were 
allegedly left without heads and the carcass and meat 
were left to rot. (Few things make ethical hunters and 
landowners angrier than to come upon a rotting, head-
less deer carcass where the only goal clearly was to har-
vest a rack!) 

In additional, some defendants were accused of viola-
tions involving migratory birds, for shooting hawks, 
kestrels, etc. Some of the charges (not necessarily includ-
ing those faced by the Bowmars), amount to defendants 
simply standing by or near the road to shoot any number 
of species. (Sarah Bowmar does face at least one such 
count for an incident related to turkey hunting in a road-
way.) 

And obviously with 30 people having accepted a plea 
arrangement thus far, it doesn’t look good for anyone 
tempted to go to trial — which is the exact point the 
Bowmars’ attorney is making: rather than face the full 
wrath of the federal government, most defendants in 
such cases accept a plea, even though it means they are 

considered convicted felons after doing so. 
Much of the 20-page indictment against the Bowmars 

centers on hunting too close to baited areas, a practice 
that is illegal in Nebraska. Which brings us to this point: 
What’s legal in one place may be illegal in another. Com-
bine that with crossing state lines (transporting your kill) 
and you have all the makings of a Federal Lacey Act vio-
lation. Our point here is this: Know before you go. Some 
forms of feeding, such as the corn piles many Ohioans 
use to attract deer to nearby stands, are illegal in other 
areas. Imagine facing felony charges for doing something 
that was legal in your state, but illegal in another.  

We spent hours researching this case, and that research 
speaks volumes to this specific point: Laws vary from 
state to state. A smart hunter should research the laws 
anywhere they intend to hunt.  A smart hunter also re-
fuses to participate in illegal activities. 

Ignorance of the law won’t get you out from under a 
felony, and if you think no one will turn you in, just re-
member: What’s being called the biggest poaching case 
in Nebraska history all began with a single anonymous 
tip. Who is the source of the tip? No one knows, but it’s 
not hard to imagine either an employee or ethical 
sportsperson — or both — getting fed up and “dropping 
a dime.” 

In an online video posted on their Bowmar Bowhunt-
ing Instagram page, the couple strenuously denied the 
charges, pointing out that they have pled not guilty, and 
using their attorney’s speeding ticket analogy.  

However, at one point Josh Bowmar says, “We did 
hunt at Hidden Hills Outfitters, and yes, there were 
things going on with some clients there that weren’t 
right, and there were some poaching violations obviously, 
but that doesn’t mean we were a part of that.”  

 Only time and the courts will determine the Bow-
mars’ guilt or innocence. The evidence against them ap-
pears strong. But if there is one overriding point to be 
made (again), it is simply this: Before you set foot out-
side your comfort zone and travel to another state to 
hunt or fish, take the time to educate yourself on the 
laws in the area in which you plan to hunt. 
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Bag a nice buck? Nail a long-bearded gobbler? Reel in a whopper? 
Send us a photo and the details and you might end up in our next 
issue! If you’d like your photo to appear just send us the picture and 
any pertinent details: your name, where the animal or fish was har-
vested, what equipment was used, and any other details you think 
our readers might find interesting. Email submissions are preferred, 
but we’ll accept info by US Mail, too. Email: 
jerry@greatlakesmag.com. Mail: Great Lakes Outdoors, P.O. Box 
248, Fredericksburg, OH 44627. Be sure to include as many details 
as possible.  

From the field: Readers share their best shots
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^^^Wooster, OH resident Dave Nelson kept tabs on this sturdy 
fellow with his trail cam. His favorite hunting spot had everything 
going for it this year: 90+ acres of woods and stream to the 
north/northeast, hayfield to the northwest, and late-harvest 
corn on all the other sides. Persistence paid off: Just a couple 
weeks after the first images appeared on his Stealth cam, Dave 
nailed this large-headed 10-pointer at 55 yards with a crossbow. 

^^^Firman Yoder of Berlin, OH, bagged this 
impressive buck, scoring 172, near Millersburg. The 
19-year-old hunter used a compound bow to harvest 
the deer at 7 a.m. 

^^^Under the heading of the “Monster Who Disappeared” is this beast. Millersburg 
resident Marc Mellinger managed to snap this pair of bucks feeding just outside 
Wooster but unfortunately at press time, that’s as close as he’s gotten. Mellinger 
says the largest of the two, “Either turned nocturnal or just left.” No word if anyone 
else in the area bagged him. Maybe he’ll show up again next year! 

^^^ “Raised right.” How much do we like this photo? A lot! Matt Tilton is an 
avid outdoorsman who scouts and prepares for deer season throughout the 
year. This year, his work paid off in a big way. First, he bagged a gorgeous 
buck, which had shown up on his trail cam. Next, he was able to harvest a 
nice doe in northern Wayne County with his son, Wyatt, sharing the 
experience with him.




