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The South Cuyahoga 
Sportsmen’s Association Youth 
Pheasant Hunt is a great way to 
introduce new hunters like myself 
to hunting. South Cuyahoga 
Sportsmen’s Association (SCSA) 
is a shooting and hunting club in 
Medina, Ohio. I am lucky to live 
relatively close to a place that 
offers a youth pheasant hunt as 
SCSA does. For the longest time, 
I only did target shooting such as 
Civilian Marksmanship Program 
Matches at Camp Perry and 
United States Practical Shooting 
Association Matches (USPSA). 

My lack of interest and 
knowledge of hunting came 
from it not being something that 
was easily accessible to me. I 
did not grow up in a household 
where shooting and hunting were 
common. When I did convince 
my family to let me start shooting, 
I mostly shot rifle and pistol 
matches with my dad joining me. I 
joined SCSA’s Junior High Power 
Team in the summer of 2016. 
It was not until my friend and 
teammate, Serena, a fellow high-
power service rifle competitor, 
told me about SCSA’s annual 
youth pheasant hunt. SCSA is 
where practices are held for the 
junior rifle team. Naturally, I was 
interested in the opportunity. In 
my high school, few people ever 
mention hunting in general, and 
I had not met anyone there who 
personally hunted. This fall that 
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changed.
Since I had never been hunting before, at first I was very 

intimidated and nervous. I was not sure what to expect despite 
reading over the plans for that day. When I arrived at South 
Cuyahoga Sportsmen’s Association’s Chatham Grounds I was 
greeted by friendly instructors and other people my age who had an 
interest in hunting. All of the youths and volunteers have different 
skill levels and interests; some, like me, were mostly shooters, 
others mostly hunters.

 We were given an overview and history of the program as well 
as a safety briefing before being sent out to the fields. Each field 
had its own hunting dogs, guides, and enough pheasants for each 
participant to have chances at two birds. This allows all hunters 
the possibility to take home up to two birds. Once we got to the 
fields we were greeted by volunteers, bird dogs, and boxes of 
pheasants. Shotguns and shells were provided for the hunters to 
borrow. Some brought their own. 

Volunteers set two birds for each hunter. They did this by 
temporarily putting each bird to sleep by tucking its head under 
its wing. The birds then wake up and move around before the dog 
finds them. Once the dog goes on point and finds the bird, a guide 
will help you get ready for when the bird flies up. You have to be 
ready because it only takes a few moments and the bird flies away.

The fields were divided by the age of the participants. Being 
16, I was on the farthest field from the clubhouse. There were five 
other kids waiting to hunt in the same field. Each person went 
out into the field one at a time accompanied by a guide led by 
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