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This month’s cover feature is about the most 

popular pistol-caliber carbine (PCC) for competitive 

shooting, the JP Enterprises GMR-15 Match 9mm. 

For example, at the 2019 USPSA PCC Nationals, 37 

percent of shooters surveyed were using the GMR-

15—making it the most well-liked at the match for the 

third consecutive year. Field Editor Chris Christian put 

this AR-15-style, 9mm blowback-action carbine to the 

test. Be sure to check out his article on page 16.

Smith & Wesson rarely disappoints when it comes 

to guns from the Performance Center, and the M&P 

9 M 2.0 5-inch Barrel Pro Series keeps up this trend. 

According to Chris Christian in October’s Product 

Focus, “this modestly-priced M&P is a solid choice for a 

number of action-pistol games.” Learn more on page 12.

The folks at Tetra Hearing are raising the bar for 

hearing protection in the shooting sports and also for 

hunting. Not only innovating with high-tech electronic 

earplugs, the company’s online hearing test allows for 

prospective buyers to get the exact level of hearing 

protection they need. In less time than it takes to 

make a cup of coffee, you can have a personal hearing 

profile. Find out more about Tetra and its AlphaShield 

line of earplugs on page 22.

Over the last few years, extreme long-

range (ELR) competition has exploded in 

popularity. And with good reason. Thanks 

to the latest technology, reaching out and 

ringing steel at two miles (and beyond) has 

become easier, relatively speaking, than ever 

before. Our friend Rei Hoang, an experienced 

PRS and NRL shooter, had her first taste of ELR 

competition earlier this year at the Mimbres 

River Mile Shootout in New Mexico. Learn about her 

experiences beginning on page 28.

After the cancellation of the NRA National Rifle 

and Pistol Championships at Camp Atterbury and the 

CMP’s National Trophy Matches at Camp Perry earlier 

this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, a few 

high-power rifle shooters stepped up to fill the gap by 

creating a special 2020-only rifle event. Author Serena 

Juchnowski attended and brought us the scoop on the 

2020 Buckeye Blossom Midwest Nationals, held at the 

Alliance Rifle Club in Malvern, Ohio. Read her match 

report starting on page 34.

Beginning in the late 19th century, famous names 

like Adolph and "Plinky" Topperwein, Annie Oakley, 

Herb Parsons and more would dazzle audiences with 

their trick-shooting prowess during exhibition shoots. 

Sadly, the popularity of these promotional events 

waned as the 20th century came to a close, and they 

are practically nonexistent today. Author Hap Rocketto 

takes an in-depth look at the “Golden Era of Exhibition 

Shooters” in his article on page 40.

Finally, a reminder—please send us your match 

reports. The Score Sheets section of SSUSA is an 

excellent tool to promote your club’s matches, and 

best of all—it’s completely free. You can find the form 

here, and completed submissions can be emailed to 

shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org.

John Parker
Executive Editor, Shooting Sports USA

COMPETITORS’ CORNER

Reporters Welcome
In our efforts to recruit more reporters, we frequently 

hear the comment: “But I’m not a writer.” What people 

overlook is that they are on the scene, 

hearing and seeing the action first-hand. 

Editing and completing the article is our 

job, so if you’d like to try your hand at 

sharing draft reports and photographs from 

national-level matches or interviews with 

key people in the shooting sports, please 

email us at shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org.

SHOOTERS’ NEWS | SCORE SHEETS | COMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 2020  |  VOL. 33  NO. 9 

NRA’S COMPETITIVE SHOOTING JOURNAL

This lightweight 

9mm compact 

is a lot of gun 

for the money

 ■ ASTIGMATISM 
FOR SHOOTERS

 ■ WINCHESTER 
350 LEGEND

 ■ ERIC HOLLIS 
SLINGS

ALSO FEATURED:

MOSSBERG 
MC2c

SSUSA.ORG  |  OCTOBER 2020   3 

https://www.ssusa.org/reporters-worksheet
https://www.ssusa.org/reporters-worksheet/
mailto:shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org
https://www.ssusa.org/
mailto:shootingsportsusa%40nrahq.org?subject=


A Publication of the  
National Rifle  

Association of America

Wayne R. LaPierre 
Executive Vice President

The NRA, the foremost guardian 
of the traditional American right 

to “keep and bear arms,” believes 
every law-abiding citizen is 

entitled to the ownership and 
legal use of firearms, and that 

every  reputable gun owner  
should be an NRA member.

IN THIS ISSUE |  FEATURES

4   OCTOBER 2020  |  SSUSA.ORG

IN THIS ISSUE |  DEPARTMENTS

ON THE COVER

The JP GMR-15 Match is an AR-15-
style, 9mm blowback-action carbine 
that quickly became popular for PCC 
competition. Pictured here with the 
EOTech EXPS3 reflex sight.

Photo by Forrest MacCormack

22    
TETRA ALPHASHIELD 
EARPLUGS
Tetra was founded by two 
doctors who apply hearing-aid 
tech to ear protection. Learn 
more about these high-tech 
electronic earplugs.

By John Parker

28   
MIMBRES RIVER MILE  
ELR SHOOTOUT
An experienced precision rifle 
shooter gets a first taste of extreme 
long-range competition at this 
popular New Mexico match.

By Rei Hoang 

16   
JP GMR-15 MATCH PCC
For the last three years, JP’s 
GMR-15 Match 9mm carbine 
has been the most popular 
for USPSA PCC division 
competition. Find out why.

By Chris Christian

34    
BUCKEYE BLOSSOM 
MIDWEST NATIONALS
Born out of necessity, competitive 
shooters stepped up to help fill the 
void after COVID-19 canceled the 
2020 National Matches.

By Serena Juchnowski

Precision shooter Rei Hoang 
with her spotter, Rusty 

Newton, at the 2020 Mimbres 
River Mile Shootout.

40    
GOLDEN ERA OF 
EXHIBITION SHOOTERS
Throughout history, trick shooters 
such as the Topperweins, Annie 
Oakley and Tom Knapp dazzled 
audiences with their exhibition 
shooting exploits.

By Hap Rocketto



HAVE A SUGGESTION FOR A STORY? 
E-mail us at shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org 

QUESTIONS ABOUT NRA COMPETITIONS? 
E-mail us at comphelp@nrahq.org

A PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
NRA OFFICERS

FOLLOW US AT:
twitter.com/ 

SSUSA_Magazine

48

12

6

President: Carolyn D. Meadows

First Vice President: Charles L. Cotton

Second Vice President: Willes K. Lee

Executive Vice President: Wayne LaPierre 

Secretary: John Frazer

The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” believes every law-abiding citizen  
is entitled to the ownership and legal use of firearms, and that every reputable gun owner should be an NRA member.

Treasurer: Craig Spray 

Executive Director, General Operations:  
Joseph P. DeBergalis, Jr.

Executive Director, NRA-ILA:  
Jason Ouimet

MEMBERSHIP ACCT. INFORMATION: 
(877) 672-2000 
MEMBER PROGRAMS: (800) 672-3888

VOL. 33, NO. 10  OCTOBER 2020

3 COMPETITORS’ CORNER 
Updates from the desk of John 
Parker, Executive Editor, SSUSA.

6 SHOOTERS’ NEWS
Highlights from the competitive 
shooting arena, and our monthly 
photo caption contest.

12 PRODUCT FOCUS
Field Editor Chris Christian 
reviews the S&W M&P M2.0 
5-inch barrel Pro Series 9mm.

46 COMING EVENTS
Coming Events lists national 
matches and provides a 
download link to the monthly list 
of 11,000 local matches each year.

46 MEMBER INFORMATION

48 PAGE FROM HISTORY
Links to past articles from 
American Rifleman.

PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
Executive Director: Doug Hamlin

Deputy Executive Director: Evelyn Q. Kessler
Managing Director, Integrated Marketing:  

Marshall J. Flemion
Publications Operations Coordinator: Rachel Carr

Senior Executive Assistant: Terri A. Wolfe
Senior Firearms Inventory Manager:  

Larry Quandahl

Editorial Director: John Zent
Executive Editor: John Parker

Field Editors: Chris Christian, Art Merrill

Creative Director: Mark Weaver
Art Director: Karen Haefs

Photography Director: Peter Fountain
Senior Photographer: Forrest MacCormack 

DIGITAL OPERATIONS
Managing Director: Michael Pedersen

Art Director: Troy Kelly
Senior Web Developer: Tom Rickwalder

Senior Web Designer/Video Editor: Steve Dulco

PUBLISHING OPERATIONS 
Managing Director: Michael J. Sanford 
Director, Production: Michelle E. Kuntz
Director, Marketing & Advertising:  

James C. Handlon
Accounts Receivable Staff Accountant:  

Cheryl Doden
Advertising Operations Assistant: Sarah Cote
Senior Production Coordinator: Debra Oliveri 

Production Coordinator: Adam Wilson

DIRECTOR, EASTERN SALES
Tony Morrison  •  860-767-9801
Southeast Sales Executive

Stan Yates  •  850-619-8148
Eastern Sales Executive

Rachelle Trout  •  910-262-0913
Detroit Advertising Sales

Ken Glowacki  •  703-267-1300

DIRECTOR, WESTERN SALES
Courtney Olson  •  303-520-4025

Western Sales Executive
James O’Neill  •  530-401-8607
Midwest Sales Executive
Tim Hamill  •  231-360-6434

Western Direct Sales Executive
Debbie O’Connell  •  805-501-9138

Official NRA positions are expressed only in statements 
bylined by NRA officers or in articles identified as such.

Shooting Sports USA (ISSN 1069-6822) is published monthly 
by the National Rifle Association of America, 11250 Waples Mill 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; (703) 267-1000. Copyright 2020, 
the National Rifle Association of America. 

To update your e-mail address for the digital subscription, 
simply re-register at www.ssusa.org.

No advertised item is intended for sale in those states, or 
in those areas where local restrictions may limit or prohibit 
the purchase, carrying or use of certain items. Check local 
laws before purchasing. Mention of a product or service in 
advertisements or text does not necessarily mean that it has 
been tested or approved by the NRA.

All rights reserved except where expressly waived.

The editors are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts  
or photographs. 

WARNING: All technical data in this publication, especially for 
handloading, reflect the limited experience of individuals using 
specific tools, products, equipment and components under 
specific conditions and circumstances not necessarily reported 
in the article and over which the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) has no control. The data has not otherwise been tested 
or verified by the NRA. The NRA, its agents, officers and 
employees accept no responsibility for the results obtained 
by persons using such data and disclaim all liability for any 
consequential injuries or damages.

Membership Inquiries: (877) 672-2000

SSUSA.ORG  |  OCTOBER 2020   5 

Advertising Inquiries: www.nramediakit.com

mailto:shootingsportsusa%40nrahq.org?subject=
mailto:comphelp%40nrahq.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/SSUSA_Magazine
http://www.nramediakit.com


6   OCTOBER 2020  |  SSUSA.ORG

SHOOTERS’ NEWS

UPDATED SCHEDULE FOR 2021 NRA NATIONALS
Since we released the official schedule of events 
in August, there have been a few date changes for 
next summer’s NRA National Championships at 
Camp Atterbury. To view the latest calendar for the 
2021 NRA National Rifle and Pistol Championships, 
head to this link. And, for more information about 
the NRA Competitive Shooting Division, call  
(877) 672-6282 or email Comphelp@nrahq.org.

Safariland’s new Foam Impulse Hearing 
Protection earbuds will block harmful noise 
while still allowing conversation and other 
ambient sounds in—all without the use of 
electronics. In addition, the company says the 
new Foam Impulse earbuds can be comfortably 
worn under helmets or headsets. To reduce 
sound levels while simultaneously allowing 
speech and audio to be heard, Safariland 
uses its patent-pending Impulse sound filters. 
There are two noise-reduction options with the 
new Foam Impulse earbuds: Impulse mode, 
with 38 dB peak impulse reduction and 13 dB 
continuous reduction; and Full-Block mode with 
20 dB of continuous noise reduction. Battery-
free is the way to be. $14.99, safariland.com.

SAFARILAND FOAM 
IMPULSE EARPLUGS

As of Sept. 1, the number of gun purchases this 
year, from data provided by an FBI National 
Instant Criminal Background System (NICS) 
check, exceeds those processed for all of 2019.

Jurgen Brauer, Small Arms Analytics & 
Forecasting chief economist, said in a press 
release issued last month, “At nearly 15 
million units sold, the sales pace thus far this 
year now exceeds the total 12-months sales 
of 2019 by just over one million firearms. With 
the hunting season about to begin in earnest 
and the presidential election season about 
to start in earnest as well, 2020 will without 
doubt exceed the previous high of 16.6 million 
units sold in 2016.”

2020 GUN SALES HAVE 
ALREADY ECLIPSED  

2019 NUMBERS

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2020/8/5/2021-nra-nationals-at-camp-atterbury-schedule-released
tel:1-877-672-6282
mailto:comphelp@nrahq.org
https://safariland.com/products/pro-impulse-hearing-protection-1347597
https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2020/9/8/2020-gun-sales-exceed-2019-numbers
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Last month, the Scholastic Shooting Sports 
Foundation announced the launch of revamped 
websites for its flagship SCTP (Scholastic Clay 
Target Program) and SASP (Scholastic Action 
Shooting Program) programs. Designed for 
a streamlined experience, each website is 
program-specific—giving both prospective 
student-athletes and current members quick 

access to information and resources. Visitors 
can find information on how to become 
involved, as well as where to find local teams 
and more. Check out the new SASP and SCTP 
websites at mysasp.com and mysctp.com, 
respectively.

Pro shooter Rob Leatham secured his 18th 
victory of the season after winning the 2020 
USPSA Single Stack Nationals, held Sept. 
4-6 at the Talladega Marksmanship Park in 
Alabama. The longtime Team Safariland and 
Springfield Armory shooter has competed 
this match every year since its genesis 
nearly a quarter-century ago. Approaching 

age 60, Leatham has not slowed down at  
all in competitive shooting, as this latest  
win proves. At the match, he was using  
his Springfield Armory Custom Shop  
1911 pistol, Safariland 032 ELS Competition 
Belt with Equipment Locking System,  
Model 5198 Open Top Holster, USPSA Kit 
and Model 773 mag pouches.

SCTP, SASP LAUNCH  
NEW WEBSITES

ROB LEATHAM WINS SINGLE-STACK NATIONALS
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WHAT’S IN YOUR RANGE BAG,  

DANA FARRELL?
BY MICHELLE CERINO

Dana Farrell is the editor of 
ClayShootingUSA and an avid 
sporting-clays competitor. Spending 

most of his time with a shotgun both for fun 
and work, Farrell was kind enough to share 
what he keeps in his range bag. 

What are your first memories of handling  
a firearm?
When I was around 11 years old, I picked up 
my first real firearm. I begged my dad for a 
Marlin .22 LR. He finally gave in and bought 
me a Glenfield Marlin Model 60 Automatic. My 
older brother and I had been shooting air guns 
for a few years and were dying to progress to 
real guns. Dad hunted as a younger man, but 
my mom talked him out of having guns in the 
house while we were young. When my brother 
and I showed an interest, they relented and 
allowed us the chance to shoot and hunt.

Tell us how you began in competitive shooting.
At my home in Michigan, I started hunting 
small game—mostly squirrel and some 
pheasant. I have fond memories of those 
days. Eventually, I progressed from a .22 LR 
to a single-shot 20-gauge, which was a lot of 
fun as well. This was back in the late 1960s. 
Life was a little different then. I used to have 
a subscription to Sports Afield magazine as a 

12-year-old. I would literally read it from cover 
to cover sitting in an easy chair, fantasizing 
about all the article subjects in each issue.  
I wanted to bear hunt, elk hunt, shoot trap  
and get a bird dog for upland hunting.  
It sparked my imagination. Later on, when  
I started writing, I set a goal to be published in 
the same type of magazine that sparked such 
imagination during my formative years. That 
dream was fulfilled when I published a Sports 
Afield story about a horseback spring bear hunt 
in the Frank Church Wilderness of Idaho.

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F 
LI

Q
U

ID
 IM

A
G

E
 IN

C
.



SSUSA.ORG  |  OCTOBER 2020   9 

Please share with us some of your major 
shooting accomplishments.
 Before life got in the way, I shot and hunted 
for a while. Until around the year 2000, I wasn’t 
doing a lot of shooting. Having sold most 
of my guns, I bought a shotgun and started 
shooting recreational skeet at a local gun club. 
I heard about this game called sporting clays 
and just had to give it a try. I found a local club 
throwing sporting clays targets and became 
engrossed in that, shooting it recreationally for 
a few years, until finally advancing to NSCA 
competition around 2004.

I’ve oscillated between AA class and Mas-
ter class in NSCA sporting clays for the past 
several years. I really enjoy the camaraderie 
the sport provides. Because of my editor job 
at ClayShootingUSA magazine, I meet a lot of 
industry insiders and professional shooters, 
which is very satisfying. I love the shooting 
industry and the honest people in it.

What firearms and other gear do you use for 
competition?
I currently shoot the new Beretta 694 sporting 
clays gun, the 30-inch version. I love this 
shotgun, and it moves really well. I’ve got some 
other shotguns I’m also very fond of, including 
a Browning Grade III Citori that I sometimes 
use for casual shoots and preserve bird shoots. 
I also have a CZ-USA Model 612 pump gun that 
is great, as well as a number of vintage A.H. 
Fox side-by-sides I grouse hunt with and use 
for side-by-side competition.  

 
Tell us about your range bag and what you 
carry in it besides your firearms.
My range bag is in dire need of updating. I plan 
on purchasing an Orvis Battenkill range bag 
very soon, which looks to be a great tool. As far 

as what I keep in my bag, it’s my shooting glass-
es, lens spray, ESP electronic ear protection, 
spare batteries for the ESPs, some painkillers (in 
case of a headache), spare pencils (I’ve handed 
them out to trappers in a pinch), a spare set of 
foam plugs or two and a bit of Velcro tape. The 
Velcro can come in handy when securing my 
bag on a shooting cart—I’ve seen a lot of bags 
tumble off carts on the sporting-clays course.

 
What do you do in your free time?
My free time is spent working my hunting dog 
and ruffed grouse hunting in Michigan. I also 
shoot a lot of 5-Stand at my local club, the Ann 
Arbor Moose Sportsman’s League. We have an 
awesome set-up, with 11 traps and Long Range 
LLC remote trap releases. The club sets good, 
challenging targets and have a nice local following.

 
What would you tell someone interested in 
finding out more about your sport? 
I recommend that a new shooter latch onto a 
seasoned shotgunner who shoots sporting-
clays. I really love trap and skeet, but sporting 
clays shooters are typically more well-rounded. 
A good sporting-clays shooter can usually 
adapt to the other disciplines fairly successfully. 
Besides ESP ear protection and Long Range 
LLC controllers, I really appreciate my SGS 
Performance shooting glasses. Frank Robertson 
of SGS takes very good care of me. Read Dana 
Farrell’s work here. •
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MONTHLY
PHOTO CAPTION CONTEST

Submit your humorous photo caption to shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org no later than October 20, 2020, in order to 

appear in the November 2020 issue. Each month we will share submissions with our judges. The winning caption 

author will receive a box of CCI Clean 22 Rimfire Ammo.

OCTOBER
Your Caption Here!

SEPTEMBER
"It's not that confusing!"
September's winning caption 
submitted by Roxie Wallace of 

Richmond, Virginia.

mailto:shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/2/19/new-cci-clean-22-rimfire-ammo


It all happens so very fast...
heart races, muzzle rises,
eyes focus, brain tries to
process the situation...
this is not the place for
second guesses or
compromise.compromise. This
sliver in time is
yours to pass
or fail. Then
the moment
that it all
becomes
cleaclear...

Whether on the range, in competition or out on the streets, your sight package
should cut through the confusion and fog of the moment. HIVIZ LiteWave H3® 

combines proven tritium element with our legendary LitePipe technology to
offer you unequaled pistol or shotgun firing solutions in any light or weather.

Check us out online to SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSING!

HIVIZ, LLC  •  620 South Adams Street  •  Laramie, WY 82070  •  800.58 .4315  •  www.hivizsights.com
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S&W PERFORMANCE 
CENTER M&P 9 M2.0

5-INCH 
BARREL PRO  
SERIES
THIS MODESTLY PRICED M&P IS A SOLID CHOICE FOR A NUMBER OF ACTION PISTOL GAMES.

BY CHRIS CHRISTIAN, 
FIELD EDITOR
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When Smith & Wesson introduced 
its new polymer-framed M&P 
semi-automatic in 2005, it was 

initially offered in a 4.25-inch barrel with 
fixed three-dot sights and chambered for the 
.40 S&W. Most observers assumed it was 
marketed towards law enforcement as a duty 
pistol. Whether or not that was the intent, duty 
pistols have a tendency to wind up in action- 
pistol events like USPSA and Steel Challenge 
Production, and IDPA Stock Service Pistol 
(SSP) divisions.

The M&P was no exception, earning high 
praise for its ergonomic handling qualities 
and three interchangeable back straps, that 
allowed shooters to fit the semi-automatic to 
their hand. The original .40 S&W was followed 
by 9mm and .45 ACP models, and competitive 
shooters embraced them as well.

In 2017, Smith & Wesson upgraded the M&P 
series with the M2.0 model. Changes included 
a longer internal metal chassis within the 
polymer frame, a reshaped trigger with more 
curvature and a slight change to the trigger 

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2017/6/7/review-smith-wesson-mp-20
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action to promote a faster, more audible 
reset. The biggest changes were a more 
aggressive checkering pattern on the grip, four 
interchangeable back straps instead of three, 
and a thicker slide with lightening cut outs.  
The M2.0 modifications carried over to the 
entire M&P line, and a number of those models 
are well-suited to competition. But the one  
that stands out as an economical choice for 
Production, SSP, or home-defense use is the 
Performance Center M&P 9 M2.0 5-inch Barrel Pro 
Series ($664, SKU 11820, smith-wesson.com).

THE GUN
This gun is a five-inch barrel 9mm M&P M2.0 
9mm ($664, SKU 11820), which includes all of 
the 2.0 upgrades. The stainless-steel barrel (twist 
rate not listed) and stainless-steel slide are 
finished in black Armornite. Overall length is 8.5 
inches, and the empty weight is 30 ounces.

Trigger pull on this test is typical M&P, with 
the usual two-stage feel. There was about 
3/8-inch of take up slack, followed by a clean 
4.5-pound break. The front sight is dovetailed 
with a 0.060-inch green fiber-optic (FO) insert, 
and the adjustable rear sight has two flanking 
red FO inserts in the same size.

Guns ship with four interchangeable back 
straps in Large, Medium Large, Medium, and 
Small, two 17-round magazines, cable lock 
and the normal paperwork. Also included, in 
its own zippered soft case, is a very slick two-
piece rod pistol cleaning kit, with brushes 
and jags to handle pistol calibers from .22 to 
.45 calibers.

ON THE RANGE
Having shot M&Ps in competition for the last 
15 years, it was simple to field strip the gun 
and give it some lube. Not knowing the barrel 

twist rate, and given the number of different 
games this gun can play, I wanted to test as 
many bullet weights as possible. I selected 
Federal’s 150-grain Syntech Match, Federal’s 
147-grain FMJ FP and Federal’s 130-grain 
Syntech PCC. Although that latter load is 
aimed at PCC shooters, I’ve found it performs 
quite well in handguns. I had a partial box of 
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Accuracy Chart
Groups reported are the average of three five-round 
groups fired from a 25-yard sandbag rest, reported 
in inches.

Load Group Size 
(inches)

Federal 150-grain Syntech Match 2.59

Federal 147-grain FMJ FP 2.88

Federal 130-grain Syntech PCC 3.02

Aguila 124-grain FMJ RN 4.57

SIG Elite 115-grain FMJ 3.11

Koenig 110-grain Competition 3.01

https://www.smith-wesson.com/firearms/performance-center-mp-9-m20-5-barrel-pro-series
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2018/11/16/range-review-syntech-action-pistol-ammunition
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PRODUCT FOCUS

Aguila 124-grain FMJ left over from previous 
tests and tossed that in. For lighter bullets 
weights, I added SIG’s Elite 115-grain FMJ 
and Koenig Shooting Sports 110-grain JHP 
Competition load.

I zeroed the gun at 25 yards on my range 
using Federal Syntech 130-grain PCC, a mid-
weight load that has worked well for me. 
Zeroing these sights is a bit different from 
click-adjustable models. Windage is adjusted 
by drifting the rear sight in its dovetail. 
Elevation is adjusted by slightly depressing 
the rear sight and then turning the set screw, 
left to loosen and raise the height, and right 
to tighten and lower the sight. That allows the 
rear sight spring to move the sight and height. 
It took a few minutes of trial and error with a 
drift punch, hammer and small screwdriver to 
get the gun on.

With the gun zeroed, I would have liked 
to shoot a match, but the increased slide 
width was not a good fit for my original M&P 
holsters. And given the current COVID-19 
situation, getting an appropriate holster in 
within a reasonable time frame wasn’t a 
doable thing. Without a holster, matches 
were out. That left multiple target set ups 
from the low-ready on my range. After a few 
runs, I became quite fond of the sights.

The green front and two red rear FO rods 
presented a bright and bold sight picture 
that was extremely quick and positive to 
acquire. The front FO rod almost covered 
a four-inch square from a 25-yard bench 
rest, and would be a bit much for Bullseye 
shooters. But for those in Production, Steel 
Challenge, SSP or home defense—that’s 
plenty of precision. The speed at which they 
can be acquired is a major asset.

By this point, there were about 200 rounds 
through the gun, so I set up targets and ran 
the accuracy tests from my 25-yard bench. 

The four included interchangeable back straps 
provide a greater degree of hand fitting than the 
three grips supplied with the original M&P guns.

Included with the Pro Series gun is a very slick, compact, 
cleaning kit that can handle pistols from .22 to .45.
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The accompanying accuracy chart 
shows the gun had more than enough 
accuracy for action-pistol games.

That prompted me to head over to 
my gun club for Wednesday Steel 
Challenge practice.

Steel Challenge stages have five metal 
plates set in a wide 90-degree arc. The 
toughest are 10-inch round plates set as 
far as 18 yards. Foot speed isn’t required. 
But the ability to quickly acquire the first 
target, swing over a wide transition range, 
and ring all five plates within three to four 
seconds will tell you a lot about the gun. 
After another 150 rounds on different stages, 
I liked the sights even more. They proved to 
be quick and positive.

By the end of this test, there 
were more than 350 rounds through 
the gun, with nothing more than my 
original lube. There were no malfunctions 
of any kind. This modestly priced pistol is 
ready for any action-pistol game. •                                                                       

The front and rear  
FO sights create a 
bold sight picture that 
is fast to acquire.

The wide target arrays and 
varying target distances in Steel 

Challenge place a premium on 
quick sight acquisition, accuracy 

and handling qualities. The 
author found the Pro Series to 

more than up to the task.

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2016/10/7/take-the-steel-challenge
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JP ENTERPRISES 

GMR-15 
MATCH 9MM PCC
There’s a reason why JP guns are currently 
the most popular PCC in USPSA.

BY CHRIS CHRISTIAN, FIELD EDITOR

PHOTOS BY FORREST MACCORMACK
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When USPSA announced its new PCC Division 
in 2016, there were a number of suitable guns 
available from various manufacturers. And as 

per normal with any new competition firearm division, one 
would expect a “sorting out” period where competitors try 
different equipment to determine what works best for them.

With guns from JP Enterprises, it didn't take many 
competitors too long to decide.

During the first USPSA National Championship (2017) 
following the PCC division introduction, JP carbines were 
the most popular choice, with 36 percent of the competitors 
using them. The 2018 Nationals again saw JP as the top 
choice with 33 percent choosing them. The 2019 Nationals 
made it a three-peat, with 37 percent of shooters betting 

JP ENTERPRISES 

GMR-15 
MATCH 9MM PCC
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on its performance. Being the most popular 
PCC brand at a National Championship for 
the first three years straight is an impressive 
feat. After running my own tests on the most 
popular PCC, I came to understand why.

The Gun
The JP GMR-15-Match ($1,819, jprifles.com) 
is an AR-15-style, 9mm blowback-action 
carbine built on a machined billet GMR-15 
lower receiver and a forged JP-15 upper, 
with both finished in black matte. The barrel 
is a light contour, 14.5-inch Supermatch 
with a 1:10-inch twist. To make the barrel 
legal length, a 416 machined stainless-steel 
Competition Series Compensator is pin-
welded to 16 inches on the barrel. The comp 
is 2.95 inches in length with an OD of 0.850, 
and weighs four ounces. The empty gun 
weight is 6.8 pounds.

Operating controls consist of the normal 
AR-15 left-side bolt release, right-side 
magazine release, plus an ambidextrous 
two-position safety. A standard AR-15 top 
charging handle and ejection port dust cover 
complete the operating action.

A Hogue Overmolded Carbine Buttstock 
(adjustable length) encloses JP’s 9mm silent 
captured buffer spring, with a Hogue Pistol grip 
and JP’s MKIII Rapid Configuration fore-arm, 
plus a 12.5-inch OAL completing the stock.

Iron sights are absent, but a 5.25-
inch section of Picatinny rail allows 
optical sight mounting. The gun 
came to me with an EOTech EXPS3 
reflex sight ($799, eotechinc.com), 
featuring a bright red 68-MOA 
outer ring surrounding a one-MOA 

center dot. It’s a very robust sight 
with a big window, but quite heavy at 11.2 

ounces. I had never used this particular sight 
before (although I understand they’re quite 
popular with our military), so I decided to 
run this test with the EOTech.

On The Range
Taking the gun out of the box, I ran a 
swab through the barrel (as the manual 
recommends), then cracked the 
rifle, pulled the bolt and gave it 
a coating of Mobil One Synthetic 
20W-50 V-twin oil. Dry firing was 
next to get the feel for the trigger, 
and I received a pleasant surprise.

JP specs say the trigger is 
factory set at 3.5 to 4 pounds.  
I measured it at 3.8 pounds, and 
it acted like a quality single-stage 
trigger. There was no take-up 
slack—just a glass-rod break—
and almost no over-travel. I would 
love this trigger 
on some of the 
precision scoped 
guns I shot back in 
my military days.

FEATURE  |  JP ENTERPRISES

The JP GMR-15 
accepts 9mm 
Glock magazines, 
here with 10- and 
31-rounders.

https://www.jprifles.com/buy.php?item=RR-GMR15PCC
https://www.eotechinc.com/eotech-hws-exps3
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Mounting the EOTech sight was next. It’s 
a different mounting system than other 
reflex sights I have used, but following the 
instructions made it simple. The GMR-15 is 
set up for Glock G17 magazines, with 31- and 
10-rounders provided for this test (one each).

The current “ammo crunch” made 
assembling test rounds a challenge. I wanted 
to test as many bullet weights as possible in 
the 1:10-inch twist barrel, but the cupboard 
was a bit bare. I found some partial boxes 
left over from previous tests. They included 
Atlanta Arms 100-grain Steel Challenge, CCI 
Blazer Brass 115-grain FMJ, Lapua 123-grain 
FMJ, Federal Syntech 130-grain PCC and 
Federal’s 147-grain FMJ-FP. The partial 
boxes only had enough rounds to conduct 
my normal accuracy and basic function 
tests. But, I did have a sufficient quantity 
of my current PCC handload—a 147-grain 
plated bullet with a modest charge of Win 
231—to run range tests and a match.

Late summer weather in Florida is equally 
challenging as rounding up suitable ammo.  
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Accuracy Chart
Groups fired from a 25-yard sandbag rest using the 
EOTech EXPS3 sight. Group size is the average of 
three, three-round groups, reported in inches.

Load Group Size (inches)

Atlanta Arms 100-grain Steel 
Challenge 1.01

CCI 115-grain Blazer Brass FMJ 1.07

Lapua 123-grain FMJ 0.83

Federal Syntech 130-grain PCC 0.85

Federal 147-grain FMJ FP 0.89

147-grain handload 0.96

The lightweight adjustable 
butt stock allows shooters 
to tailor the length-of-pull 
to fit them and their choice 
of rail-mounted sights. That 
proper fit can be critical 
for fast transitions and 
accurate target hits.
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It rains hard 
and frequently.  

I was able to dodge 
the downpours long enough 

to get my backyard range bench 
rest set up and zero the gun with the 

handload. I used the 10-round magazine, 
since the 31-rounder was very awkward on 
the rest. The POI was slightly low and right as 
installed, but the clicks came up quickly and 
got the gun zeroed before the mag was empty.

Accuracy testing had to wait until the 
following morning, but from the rest the 
one-MOA center dot and the exquisite 
trigger made it easy. The accompanying 
chart shows that this is an extremely 
accurate PCC (one of the most accurate  
I have tested), with all bullet weights.

The “busy” EOTech reticle wasn’t a factor 
during sight-in and accuracy tests on the 
bench, since the center dot drew the eyes. 
But I wondered how it would do on multiple 
targets during a match. Deadlines and 
weather didn’t allow for a USPSA or IDPA 
match, but my club had a Steel Challenge 
practice day set up, and I headed over there.

This was the first time I had used the 
31-round magazine, and combined with the 
11.02-ounce EOTech, it made for a heavy 
gun. My quick guesstimate was over nine 
pounds. That’s more than I’m comfortable 
with. But, realistically, it wouldn’t be hard 
to reduce it to the mid-seven-pound range. 
Commonly used miniature reflex sights, 
such as ones from SIG Sauer, Trijicon and 
Burris weigh less than two ounces with a 
Picatinny mount. That would easily drop 
well over a half-pound, and using 17-round 
mags instead of the “big stick” would chop 
another half-pound or more.

FEATURE  |  JP ENTERPRISES

The author found that despite the weight 
and different sight picture, the gun 
handled smoothly on steel.
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The “busy” EOTech reticle took some 
rounds to get used to. But after multiple 
stage runs, I felt comfortable enough to take 
it to our six-stage Steel Challenge match a 
few days later.

Rain turned the six stages into two. The 
ones I got to shoot were Roundabout and 
Five To Go. I didn’t set the world on fire with 
the heavy gun and new sight. But I did get 
within 0.36 seconds of my PCCO A Class Peak 
Time on Roundabout, and 0.63 seconds on 

Five To Go. I could see some real possibilities 
if I knocked a pound-and-a-half of weight off 
the gun and used a sight I’m more used to—
especially with that exquisite trigger.

By this time, there were more than 300 
rounds of mixed ammunition through the gun, 
with nothing more than my original barrel 
swab and lube. There were no malfunctions 
of any type. When I add up that reliability, 
the accuracy and the trigger, I began to 
understand why JP PCCs are so popular. •

The GMR-15 is JP’s top seller, 
as well as the most popular 
PCC for USPSA competition.

The JP operating system is practically the industry 
standard for 9mm PCCs.

Radian Raptor-LT charging handle and top 
Picatinny rail.
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TETRA ALPHASHIELD

ELECTRONIC 
EARPLUGS

Protect your eardrums on the firing line with  
Tetra’s AlphaShield advanced hearing protection.

BY JOHN PARKER

Out with the old, in with the new.  
At least that’s how I felt the first time 
I popped in Tetra’s latest electronic 

earplugs. The company’s AlphaShield line 
(starts at $699) are entry-level, universal-fit 
earplugs that borrow some of the latest tech 
from hearing aids to help shooters preserve 
their hearing on the firing line—all while 
maintaining vocal frequencies and allowing 
for conversation.

In a crowded earpro marketplace, the ace up 
Tetra’s sleeve is the free hearing test available 
on its website.

EARPRO MADE EASY
To take Tetra’s online hearing test, you’ll need 
a computer and a set of headphones (noise-
canceling ones that cover the whole ear 
works best). Left and right ears are assessed 
individually. After a quick volume level 
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https://tetrahearing.com/
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calibration, the test commences with a series of 
tones at different frequencies rising in loudness. 
After the test is complete, the data is displayed. 
Send it to Tetra, and the company will program 
your earplugs for your specific hearing profile. 
The whole process takes less than five minutes.

Tetra can customize the programming for 
any of its offerings, according to your test 
results. The AlphaShields supplied to me had 
a 12-channel digital signal processor (DSP) 
in conjunction with microphones and other 
circuitry to block out (or allow in) sound at 
different frequencies. 

AlphaShields come packaged in a hard case. 
Inside the case are the earplugs themselves 
and a dedicated soft tote, along with 12 ear tips 
inside their own small plastic box (and its own 
small bag), one package of 10A hearing-aid 
batteries and a small cleaning brush.

Since inserting the batteries can be a bit 
tricky, a safe, well-lit area is your best friend. 
The AlphaShields have small doors that open 
with a fingernail tab. The doors flex to accept 
the batteries, and are marked for the correct 
polarity. If at any point you feel resistance 
inserting a battery, you’re doing it wrong.

It’s critical to completely seal the ear canal 
for proper sound attenuation with AlphaShield 
earplugs. For a comfortable and snug 
placement, Tetra included three pairs of heat-

activated memory foam tips (small, medium 
and large), along with three pairs of silicone 
tips. The medium-sized silicone tips fit my ears 
perfectly and are also color-coded for easy 
identification. Pro tip: your ear canals may be 
different shapes, so find the best size tip to fit 
each ear individually.

Three volume levels—normal, boost and mag-
num—are adjusted via a small side button. The 
volume is indicated by beeps, one for normal, 
two for boost, etc. And, since each device has 
independent volume control, you can optimize 

Twelve plastic ear tips in several sizes are included 
for a good fit.
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WHAT’S A DSP?

A digital signal processor significantly 
increases the overall value of hearing 

protection. At a minimum, it consists of a 
DSP chip (the "brain" where calculations 
and algorithms are performed), memory 
and programming. Unlike passive 
protection, a good DSP will suppress 
noise without blocking speech signals. 

DSPs are used everywhere audio is 
involved, from speech processing to 
voice recognition. Even your smartphone 
has a DSP for speech compression and 
transmission. With Tetra’s AlphaShields, 
DSP sound suppression and enhancement 
concepts are what protect the users from 
hearing damage.
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the settings for your particular situation. In addi-
tion, there’s an audible low-battery indicator, with 
three double beeps every eight minutes.

One thing to note is if you are too forceful 
putting the earplugs in, or if your ear canal is 
dirty, it can cause an unpleasant whistle during 
insertion. So, keep your ears clean, know 
that a soft touch goes a long way, and use 
the included cleaning brush often to keep the 
AlphaShields free of debris.

CLEAR COMMS
My first opportunity to try out the AlphaShields 
was on the sporting-clays course in the middle 
of the dog days of summer. At a packed range 
on a hot summer day in humid Northern 
Virginia, what could go wrong with popping in 
some brand-new electronic earplugs? Well, the 
answer is nothing. The AlphaShields worked 
flawlessly. It took a few minutes for my brain to 

wrap around the contrast of the on-board mics 
that enhanced people’s voices and the muffled 
sound of gunshots. However, it didn’t take long 
for me to appreciate the technology. I stuck with 
the normal volume setting, which was more 
than adequate for normal conversation. And, 
with the temperature about 98 degrees, I was 
perspiring more than normal, but the moisture 
didn’t affect anything with the earplugs.

My next shooting excursion, this time with 
precision long-range rifles in the mountains 
of West Virginia, once again proved the value 
of the AlphaShields. Dialogue between 
shooter and spotter can be vital in precision 
rifle, and the enhanced audio signal can 
transform elevation and wind calls that are 
usually barked or yelled into a more relaxed 
form of communication. Going deeper, 
the AlphaShields’ algorithm (Tetra calls it 
“ClearComm”) accentuates human speech 

FEATURE  |  TETRA

The AlphaShield package was 
impressive, with a hard case, ear 
tips, a small brush and compact 
carry case (and sticker).
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ALLNEW BUTLER CREEK ELEMENT SCOPE CAPS.

The most durable, weather-impervious lens protection we’ve 

ever built, with the adaptive freedom of interchangeable 

black and clear lenses, plus a DATA disc slot to protect your 

downrange dope. You get legendary Butler Creek speed, 

reinforced with steel hardware and a new, nearly indestructible 

polymer. Flexible rubber housings sized to fit nearly every 

scope out there. From the people who pioneered lens protection. 

Get Element scope caps and printable DATA templates 

at butlercreek.com.

DATA disc ,  c lear d isc and b lack d isc inser ts 

inc luded for  objec t ive f l ip  out . 

L ocks a t  18 0˚ to  r ead data ,  270˚ to  lay f la t .
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while decreasing noises and distractions 
outside of the frequency range of human 
voices. This is ideal for talking with shooting 
partners and hearing speech on the range.

BOTTOM LINE
I found the AlphaShields to be extremely 
effective. The electronic earplugs quickly 
became my top choice for hearing protection at 
the range, because they work as advertised—
blocking out all unwanted sound, like loud 
gunshots, while still allowing me to hear my 
neighbors on the firing line speaking. What’s 
more is they’re comfortable for all-day use, easy 
to fit to the ear, and customized to my personal 
hearing profile, thanks to the online test.

As for battery life, Tetra says, “With daily use, 
the battery should last 7 to 10 days.” For me,  
after using the AlphaShields intermittently about 
two to three times a week, they continued to 
work for about 30 days without a battery swap. 

Here are two pieces of advice for prospective 
buyers. First, the garbage-in, garbage-out prin-
ciple applies here. Meaning, if you don’t take 
Tetra’s online hearing test properly (e.g., using 

cheap earbuds or even AirPods), any errors in the 
results will be reflected in your earplugs’ pro-
gramming, and you won’t be able to hear your 
friend talking next to you because the algorithm 
has the incorrect frequencies. If you’re going to 
spend $699 (or more) on a set of nice electronic 
earplugs, make sure they will work correctly.

Second, while Tetra offers higher-tier 
earplugs that boast DSPs with additional 
channels (more signal processing power), 
more channels doesn’t necessarily make for 
a better experience. Although more channels 
can provide a more accurate fit to your hearing 
profile, having too many channels (think 20 or 
more) could also result in muddy and murky 
sound. I found that the entry-level AlphaShields 
with a 12-channel DSP were fully sufficient for 
my needs. So, do your homework and if you 
have questions, the folks at Tetra can help.

In addition to the AlphaShield line, there  
are custom-fit models available, as well as 
more advanced ones with multi-channel  
noise reduction. Best of all, Tetra offers a  
30-day money back guarantee. Learn more  
at tetrahearing.com. •

With AlphaShields, you can talk and interact with 
others like normal, hear environmental sounds, while 
remaining totally protected.

ALL ABOUT NRR

Essentially, the higher the NRR rating, 
the more sound reduction you get from 

your hearing protection. You can figure out 
how many decibels the hearing protection 
will cancel out by subtracting seven from 
the NRR rating (such as NRR 21 or NRR 32) 
and dividing by two. For example, typical 
foam earplugs, with NRR 32 would reduce 
noise by 12½ decibels. Tetra’s AlphaShields 
have NRR 20, which makes sense, since 
these are electronic earplugs with a 
powerful DSP, and the noise reduction 
rating formula is of little importance.

FEATURE  |  TETRA
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https://tetrahearing.com/


Lapua® RIMFIRE PRODUCTS
For Extreme Accuracy Enthusiasts

lapua.com

Locate Lapua products near you: 
Capstone Precision Group  |  660-460-2800  |  sales@capstonepg.com
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NEW MEXICO ELR:

MIMBRES RIVER MILE 
SHOOTOUT
An experienced precision rifle shooter has her first taste of 

extreme long-range competition.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY REI HOANG

I stumbled upon my first extreme long-range 
(ELR) match after venturing to JJ Rock Co. 
for a tour. As an engineering student, when 

not in class, I travel the country shooting and 
also love to see how guns are built on factory 
tours. A few years ago, I met Jon Geib, co-
owner of JJ Rock, at a Precision Rifle Series 
(PRS) match the company was sponsoring. 
My friend Regina, a match official, knew 
I wanted to get into ELR and mentioned a 
certificate on the prize table. Unfortunately, 
Wes beat me to the certificate. (Remember 
that name.) Since I was heavily shooting PRS, 
NRL and Competition Dynamics matches at 
the time, ELR had to go on the back burner—
but I was still allured by the game.

Fast-forward to this year. I chose Phoenix 
as my 2020 home base. When I arrived in 
Arizona, my inner nerd called Jon to see how 
his rifle actions are made. He remembered 
how well I shot at the PRS match and offered 
me a rifle to use while I was there. The timing 

couldn’t have been better—I had seen a social 
media post about an ELRSO match in New 
Mexico, the Mimbres River Mile Shootout. 
(ELRSO is an acronym for ELR Shooting 
Organization, a new governing body—Ed.) 
I didn’t give it much thought to attending, 
because I didn’t have an appropriate rifle.

Thinking how cool it would be to see 
how actions are made, I had an epiphany. 
Why not attend the match? It was the same 
weekend, and there were still slots left.  
I booked my room and registered right then 
and there. The next day, I toured the shop 
and saw a lot of cool things, but lingering on 
my mind was picking an ELR rifle.

Picking a Rifle
I’m partial to stocks, so I requested to borrow 
a rifle in a McMillan beast. This rifle had a  
JJ Rock XL action chambered in .375 CheyTac. 
Since the match was over the weekend, and 
Jon knew I was an avid reloader, he also lent 

https://elrso.com/
https://www.jjrockco.com/
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me some components. The Mimbres River 
Mile Shootout goes out past two miles, 
which required about 50 mils of elevation for 
my rifle setup. Even maxing out my dials and 
holding, there wouldn’t enough mils to reach 
the target. Thus, I needed a Charlie TARAC, 
which optically adds elevation to any 
riflescope via mirrors. They didn’t have one 
at the shop, so I headed to a friend’s house 
to mount a scope with the Charlie TARAC 
adapter on the rifle. For my bullets I had 
two: 400-grain Lazers by Cutting Edge, and 
379-grain match solid Bergers. We measured 
the OAL for both, and wrote it down in my 
notebook for later.

On Friday morning, I packed everything—
rifle, bullets, powder, brass, press, and 
C-clamps to mount the press. When I was a 
young reloader pup, I lived in a one-bedroom 
apartment. There wasn’t enough space, 
so I reloaded on my coffee table and used 
C-clamps to mount the press. When I wasn’t 

reloading, the press could be stashed away 
in the closet. Back then, I did what I had to do 
with the resources I had. Some habits stick.

New Mexico and Match Prep
My load development would be at the range, 
so I left early. Driving to New Mexico, the 
back panel was flying out on the freeway 
and I had to stop five times. I ended up using 
packing tape to secure it (hey, use what 
you have). It ended up doing the trick, and I 
made it to the range, albeit, later than I had 
intended. On the final leg driving to the range, 
I called my ELR mentor, Paul Philips, for 
some pointers. As he gave me some critical 
advice, the phone cut out, as there was no 
longer any service. I thought to myself, “Girl, 
you’re on your own now.”

As for the range itself, it was located at 
the gorgeous NAN Ranch. With little time to 
absorb the natural beauty, I set up my press 
and started loading, beginning with the 

FEATURE  |  ELR

I prepared a few .375 CheyTac rounds to test at 
distance. The match included targets out to about 
two miles.

Quick field sketch of the locations, a la PRS. The more 
experiences you have, the more you can pull from 
your bag of tricks.

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/8/16/elr-champion-paul-phillips-developing-new-33xc-extreme-long-range-loads
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400-grain Lazers. I made about 10 different 
powder loads. Since ELR was new to me, 
I didn’t have the proper equipment. After 
rummaging the kitchen, I found sandwich 
bags to put each group of ammunition in, 
which I threw them in my belt pack.

I finally made it to the shooting area, which 
was getting darker by the minute. I was in a 
rush. My rifle wasn’t zeroed, and while trying 
to bore-sight it, the butt pad proved to be 
problematic. After finally getting the rifle bore 
sighted, it started raining. I had to put the 
butt pad back on, but the screws fell between 
the rubber and the plate. You could hear the 
screws clink when you shake it. Julio saw me 
struggling, asked if I needed help, and then 
disappeared in the distance as he headed to 
his car to get pliers. The storm had arrived by 
then, bringing heavier rain and thunder. I was 
rushing like a mad woman—if the storm is 
right on top of us, we can’t shoot anymore.  
At that moment, I thought I may have to shoot 
without the rubber recoil pad—just thinking 
about that made my shoulders hurt.

Next, I focused on getting my chrono set up 
on the rifle and my parallax perfect, as I let Julio 
help me with the screw situation. After he fixed 
it, I was able to zero, but by the time I got to 
shooting the paper, it was riddled with impacts, 
as the wind had picked up. While trying to spot 
my impacts, my eyes are doing something 
weird. I almost kicked myself, I forgot to set 
the diopter. In that mad rush, I forgot to focus 
the reticle to my eye—a rookie mistake. After 
settling my internal battles, I relaxed and 
tackled my problems systematically. Slow 
down, don’t rush and focus on the checklist. 
We get the rifle zeroed, but without much time 
remaining for load development.  

This match included two categories—Limited, 
fired on Saturday and restricted to .338 cal. or 
smaller rifles that can weigh up to 25 pounds. 
Sunday featured the Unlimited rifles, which 
must be under 50 pounds, and chambered 
in .50 cal. or smaller. My .375 CheyTac rig fell 
into the Unlimited category. People were still 
coming in the next day to zero, and that’s when 
I performed my load development.

Rei Hoang shooting at the Mimbres ELRSO 
unlimited match with a JJ Rock rifle.
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On Saturday, I had to wait for the zero 
range to be open at noon. With extra time on 
my hands, I ran, played tour guide, talked to 
some ELR elder statesmen, checked out some 
old-school rifles and received a history lesson. 
By now, I was relaxed, since I had time to 
refine all my gear, unlike the day before. While 
testing, I noticed that the JJ Rock rifle sat 
higher than the rifles I was used to running. 
Sliding my chrono box under my elbow for 
support, I avoided rolling around on the joint, 
which can be painful. After shooting my first 
group, I knew that the light PRS rear bags I 
was using wouldn’t support this 40-pound 
rifle. I decided to tackle that problem later.

For my second group, the velocity was 
where I wanted it—SDs were 3, and all of the 
rounds were touching. I opted to forgo testing 
the remainder of the groups. It was midday, 
and there was a lot of mirage, not the best 

time to do load development. Thinking, “let’s 
roll with it,” I headed to the house to load 10 
more rounds to test at 1,000 and 1,400 yards.

After seeing good results, back at the house 
I started loading ammo for the match. I had 
my Frankford Arsenal Precision scale, an 
8-pound jug of H50BMG powder, a teaspoon 
I found in the kitchen, primed Peterson brass 
and the 400-grain Cutting Edge Lazers. By 
this point, the Limited shooters are arriving 
back at the house. A few walked in on me 
loading with a teaspoon, a sight which 
brought them much amusement. I was only 
loading 30 rounds, but Bill Poor told me to 
load 35, which I did and I want to thank him 
for that sage advice. Mind you, I’m very 
particular regarding brass prep for PRS. 
For this event, I just loaded virgin Peterson 
brass, not even mandreling. 

Two-Mile Shooting
After arriving at the platform to shoot on 
Sunday morning, I pulled out my spotting 
scope and identified the target locations. 
Drawing a field map of their locations on my 
arm, I used the experience gained from field 
matches I’ve competed at, where you have to 
locate, range and engage targets. 

But, I still had the rear bag problem. Luckily, 
I saw Wes (remember Wes?), the shooter who 
received the JJ Rock cert at the PRS match. 
He’s a good friend who competes in PRS and 
field matches (not to mention an excellent 
chef). Wes let me borrow his Wiebad Max 
Cookie, a nice, sturdy bag that’s perfect for me. 

Since I came to the match alone, I was 
sans spotter. Rusty Newton helped me spot 
my first target at 2,273 yards. My elevation 
was off, and after the stage, we talked about 
fixing it in my ballistic calculator. After that 
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Hill People Gear belt pack packed full of test loads.
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adjustment, my elevation was on. The second 
stage at 2,613 yards was interesting—the 
shooting order was switched around, and 
for the next two stages, I spotted for myself. 
My third target was at 1,776 yards, and I 
went four for five. Next, the fourth target 
at 1,942 yards saw me perfect, five for five. 
As for targets 3 and 4, I called back to my 
PRS experience once again—spotting for 
myself—immediately correcting and sending 
round down before the wind changes.

During the finals, there are eliminations. You 
have to hit to proceed to the next target, at 
2,967, 3,223 and 3,565 yards (a mind-blowing 
2.03 miles). I made it to the last target, 
finishing with a successful impact. This made 
me happy—it was my furthest target yet. 
Later on, we drove to it and took a picture. 
Asking Bonner how big it was, he said 36x36 
inches—a sub-moa target past two miles. JJ 
Rock rifles, combined with 400-grain Cutting 
Edge Lazers and Peterson brass are amazing. 
I’m definitely going to stick with this recipe.

My fellow competitors said I performed 
well, with a borrowed rifle at that. I shared 
some backstory about my experience rifle 
shooting—it was Tyler Hughes doing. For my 
first two years of competition, he would often 
put a different rifle in front of me—new trigger, 
new scope, new reticle, new platform, .300 
Win. Mag., .308 Win., 6.5 Creedmoor—and so 
on. Occasionally, I caught myself running a 
phantom bolt while running a gas gun. Those 
were rough days, and I ate lots of humble pie, 
every week—lots of malfunction practice, but if 
there was a problem, I’d just fix it and get back 
in the game. My advice for new shooters—just 
go out and have fun, because you are learning. 
Everyone has to begin at some point. Follow 
Rei Hoang on Instagram: 9_dolls. •

Calibrating the Frankford 
Arsenal precision scale.

Rei’s reloading station with the infamous C-clamps.

Load development with 
400-grain Cutting Edge 
Lazers and Peterson Brass.

Mounting an optic and the Charlie TARAC on the 
borrowed JJ Rock rifle.

https://www.instagram.com/9_dolls


34   OCTOBER 2020  |  SSUSA.ORG

FEATURE  |  BUCKEYE

BUCKEYE BLOSSOM MIDWEST NATIONALS
Born out of necessity, competitive shooters stepped up to help fill the void after Covid-19 canceled the 2020 National Matches.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SERENA JUCHNOWSKI

Hearts sank across the nation with 
the cancellation of the 2020 National 
Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio, and 

Camp Atterbury, Ind. Luckily for high- 
power rifle shooters, Chuck and Kim Rowe 
immediately jumped into action, realizing 
how many people had already booked 
vacation time and look forward to the 
matches every year. An idea for a Consolation 
Cup quickly evolved into something larger 

when the response to a Facebook query to 
gauge interest was positive. After an informal 
naming contest, won by Ed Altmeyer of 
the All-Guard Team, the Buckeye Blossom 
Midwest Nationals were born.

SERVICE RIFLE 
Hosted by Alliance Rifle Club in Malvern, 
Ohio, the service-rifle matches included 
two Excellence-in-Competition matches, 
preceded by a 500 aggregate with sighters 
and a Garand match. Each day, the firing line 
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was filled with 60 shooters on five packed 
relays. Attendees hailed from 12 states. 
Match directors Chuck and Kim Rowe were 
amazed how fast the news spread. “We 
took registrations the old-fashioned way 
(snail mail), and the service matches sold 
out within three days,” they said. “We had 
people sending overnight FedEx packages to 
ensure they got in.” 

The start of the matches was no less excit-
ing. While pulling the competitor envelopes 
Kim had so diligently prepared, I heard gasps 
combined with laughter. Nathan Evagash 
had arrived. At CMP Games matches, it is 

not unusual for competitors to arrive in  
vintage military attire. Evagash, however, 
had other plans, arriving in cut-off jean 
shorts and a belly shirt, accented by a sling 
fashioned into a belt; the belt held together 
by a Distinguished Rifleman belt buckle.  
Untraditional, but the spectacle brought 
some needed laughter after a rough year.  

The arrival of the All-Guard shooting 
team the next day set a different tone for 
the across-the-course matches. Several 
daughters accompanied their fathers, 

BUCKEYE BLOSSOM MIDWEST NATIONALS
Born out of necessity, competitive shooters stepped up to help fill the void after Covid-19 canceled the 2020 National Matches.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SERENA JUCHNOWSKI
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moving from yard line to yard line and 
spending time in the pits. The Buckeye 
Blossom matches quickly evolved into 
something monumental—almost a worthy 
replacement for the National Matches. 
I had the privilege of scoring for the 
Offhand Sighter Throwdown Trophy 
match, established in the few minutes of 
preparation time before 200-yard offhand 
sighters between Bob Gill and Amanda 
Elsenboss of the All-Guard Shooting Team. 
First sighter: X. – First sighter: X. The 
tension mounted for spectators, but Gill and 
Elsenboss remained calm. Second Sighter: 
X. Second Sighter: 10. To champion Bob 
Gill, it did not matter how he shot the rest 
of the weekend, he had claimed the Offhand 
Sighter Throwdown Trophy which Elsenboss 
presented him the next day. The prize—a 
signed and dated bottle of Coca-Cola. 

Heavy rain spurred several rounds of 
musical targets, moving them in and out of 
the frames several times within a half-hour. 
One of the infamous Alliance Rifle Club pit 
snakes made an appearance. Memories were 
made, lessons learned and four-leaf clovers 
found. The matches were an overwhelming 
success with nine total legs given out, and 
two shooters going Distinguished—Cole 
Eden with 482-9X and Jared Compton with 
482-10X. Additionally, Compton earned two 
legs over the weekend to earn his badge 
with iron sights.

LONG-RANGE RIFLE
Undoubtedly exhausted, Chuck and Kim 
Rowe and their dedicated volunteers 
quickly transitioned to the long-range 
matches—this time with 100 competitors 
from 27 states, including Washington and 
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Shooters enjoyed the matches; the most relaxed day was 
the M1 Garand Match. Pictured here is Earl Lawrence. 

Nathan Evagash arrived from 
Pennsylvania in attire that made 

everyone laugh. His friend was 
supposed to join him, but showed 

up in regular clothes. 
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California. The challenge that Chuck Rowe 
admits gave him nightmares, parking 100 
cars in a lot designed for far fewer, was met 
through cooperation and carpooling. The 
Buckeye Blossom long-range matches were 
conducted entirely on Shotmarker E-targets 
loaned to the club from competitors, both 
present and absent from the event. 

The unsanctioned matches shocked 
all involved, with an impressive list of 
attendees. “We drew shooters from every 
corner of the United States, including the 
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, the All-Guard 
Team, the USA F-T/R team and the U.S. 
National Rifle Team. I don’t think the quality 
of shooters was matched anywhere in the 
country since the 2015 World Championships 
at Camp Perry,” Chuck Rowe admitted. 

Two days of practice for the National 
Teams preceded a two-man team match, 
four-man team match, Palma match and two 

SFC Brandon Green competes in the Buckeye Blossom 
Palma Match. 

The long-range matches were fired on Shotmarker 
electronic targets. Competitor Dwayne Lewis found a 
unique way to keep his scoring device out of the sun. 

SPC Luke Rettmer claimed  
the overall title, also setting a 

new range record (600-41X,  
any rifle) during the first  

1,000-yard aggregate. 
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days of 1,000-yard aggregates. Match winner 
Luke Rettmer dazzled with an impressive 
grand aggregate score of 1646-95X, while 
the best team name went to Emil Praslick, 
for “An Average of 6.125 mm,” a name 
creatively derived from the calibers of the 
team competitors. 

A remembrance of all things normal, the 
match not only brought great scores, but 
also formed bonds among competitors, as 
well as reinforcing existing friendships. This 
match was the first to bring together the new 
Young Eagles Developmental Team heading 
to South Africa in 2023, which is under new 
leadership. Team captain Justin George 
presented the Young Eagles Championship 
Belt, a competition among Under-25 shooters 
that will continue over the years across the 
country. Luke Rettmer had earned the belt 
early on, but it left with Kade Jackovich. Team 
chief and shooter for the AMU, as well as the 

main coach and shooter for the U.S. National 
Rifle Team, SFC Brandon Green noted that 
he “managed to sneak out a win in the Palma 
rifle division, which is saying a lot considering 
the level of competition at the match.” 

Among a smaller, but talented field of 
F-Class competitors, Ian Klemm of Vortex 
Optics claimed the grand aggregate F-T/R title, 
while his father, Ken, secured second place.

FEATURE  |  BUCKEYE

Bob Gill of California (l.) and Amanda Elsenboss shoot side-by-side, comparing scores. 

Chuck Rowe (l.), Kevin Nevius and Kim Rowe pose for 
a quick picture while enjoying the match. 
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“To encourage each other over a multiple 
day event to a one-two finish against several 
of the best F/T/R champions of all time is 
something I won’t soon forget,” said the 
younger Klemm. “This championship was 
an opportunity to make another lifelong 
memory with Dad. I am grateful to Chuck 
and Kim Rowe and the Alliance Rifle Club for 
deciding to create that opportunity in spite 
of many logistical challenges. I cannot guess 
at the level of effort it took to pull it off, but I 
will always be thankful that they did.”

HOW DID THEY DO IT? 
“We relied on a small, but passionate group 
to get all the heavy lifting done, such as 
running the pits, facing and calibrating the 
targets, running the line and getting people 
parked. The indispensable crew were Tom 
Colston, Tom Bonner, Harry Claypool, Matt 
Kellgreen, Tom Sloan, Kris Mosser, Larry 
Kopper and Randy Pike,” Chuck noted—in 
addition to the intense planning and logistics 
spearheaded by Kim since the spring. 

Although competitors clamored for 
a second Buckeye Blossom, the Rowes 
announced it was a one-time event.

“We want to thank everyone who 
sponsored the matches, including Manson 
Precision Reamers and Ray Gross, 
Capstone Group (Berger, Lapua and VV) 
and Emil Praslick, Mudcat Precision and 
John Friguglietti, Geissele Triggers and 
Amanda Elsenboss. And a huge thank you 
to everyone who trusted their time, vacation 
and money to us by deciding to spend a week 
with us shooting—a match is nothing without 
great competitors, and we had the best of the 
best. Kim and I are deeply humbled by the 
attendance and show of support.” •

Amanda Elsenboss presents the Offhand Sighter 
Throwdown Trophy to Bob Gill.

Winner Luke Rettmer – Any 1646-95X 

High U25 Kevin George – Palma 1625-73X 

ANY RIFLE

1st Brandon Green 1642-92X

2nd Oliver Milonovic 1640-99X

3rd Jon Howell 1637-69X

PALMA RIFLE

1st Ian Klemm 1628-78X
F-TR

2020 BUCKEYE BLOSSOM 
LEADERBOARD

1st Lane Ichord 1615-71X
SERVICE RIFLE

1st Bob Gill 1642-88X

2nd Amanda Elsenboss 1641-93X 

3rd Ben Cleland 1640-97X

1st All Guard Coggshall 399-24X
2-PERSON TEAM MATCH

1st USAMU Green 797-47X
4-PERSON TEAM MATCH

ANY RIFLE
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FAMOUS NAMES LIKE AD AND PLINKY TOPPERWEIN,  
ANNIE OAKLEY AND HERB PARSONS WOULD DAZZLE AUDIENCES  

WITH THEIR TRICK SHOOTING EXHIBITIONS.
BY HAP ROCKETTO

The Golden era

  The Golden era
of exhibiTion

SHOOTERS

FEATURE  |  GOLDEN AGE
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For most of the 20th century, the major 
U.S. munitions companies, such as 
Winchester and Remington, fielded 

exhibition shooters to show off their products 
at state fairs, gun clubs and similar venues. 
They followed in the footsteps of the famed 
western exhibition shooters that came of age 
during the 1880s.

It started in 1874 when the Irish Rifle Team, 
the premier team in the British Isles, crossed 
the Atlantic to take on the upstart U.S. team at 
Creedmoor. Some 8,000 spectators flowed out 
from nearby New York City to watch the event, 
which was covered by all the major papers 
including Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 
which illustrated the event with elaborate 
woodcuts. 

In the wake of this international competition, 
exhibition shooters were soon populating 
vaudeville theaters, circuses and fair sites, all 
claiming to be the “World’s Champion Rifle 
Shot.” In most cases, it was a charade as there 
was no governing body, or even competition, to 
regulate the shooting of ashes from a cigarette 
held in an assistant’s mouth or buttons from 
his vest tricks that were, more often than not, 
rigged by the charlatans on stage.

The first legitimate exhibition shooter to rise 
to prominence was a dentist by the name of 
William F. Carver who, much like controversial 
John “Doc” Holliday, gave up the chair and drill 
for the firearm and fame. Carver shot for six 
consecutive days in 1885 in New Haven, Conn., 
breaking 64,881 glass balls tossed into the air out 
of 70,000. Most importantly, he established the 
rules for endurance-exhibition shooting. To earn 
side money, he also developed a diving-horse 
act. The act was continued by his family after his 
death, and ran until pressure from animal rights 
groups forced its closure in the late 1970s.

Capt. Adam H. Bogardus, a member of 
the National Trap Shooting Hall of Fame and 
author of Field, Cover and Trap Shooting, was 
in heated competition with Carver for the 
world title and, in a series of 25 matches, was 
defeated by the dentist 19 times. Bogardus was 
an excellent wing shooter. He displayed that 
skill at Madison Square Garden by shooting at 
5,000 glass balls in eight hours and 20 minutes, 
breaking 4,844 of them. His two guns were 
cooled in buckets of ice water. 

Young Phoebe Ann Mosey, better known as 
Annie Oakley or “Little Sure Shot,” and Frank 
Butler were the next of the famous exhibition 
shooters. The pair married and toured for 
many years with William Cody’s Buffalo Bill 
Wild West and Congress of Rough Riders of 
the World, performing before the crowned 
heads of Europe.

of exhibiTion

Husband and wife team Ernie and Dot Lind 
represented Winchester-Western until the 1960s.
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But all fade in comparison to the skill, 
showmanship and longevity of the 
Topperweins. Adolph Toepperwein, whose 
name was later Americanized to Topperwein, 
was the son of a gunsmith. He was born into 
the Schützen shooting culture of the central 
Texas hill country’s German enclave that 
also gave us Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz 
and another famous shooter of sorts, Bonnie 
Parker. Early on, Adolph (Ad) was handling 
firearms, and after seeing Doc Carver preform 
at Buffalo Bill’s show, there was no stopping 
him. Ad apprenticed in vaudeville and the 
circus until 1901, when he was hired by the 
Winchester Repeating Arms Company as an 
exhibition shooter. He would retire in 1951 at 
the age of 52, after an amazing half-century of 
performing—still at the top of the game.

Ad’s greatest claim to fame came in San 
Antonio, Texas, between Dec. 13 and Dec. 22, 
 1907 when, following Carver’s rules, he used 
Winchester Model 1903 .22 caliber semi-automatic 
rifles to shoot at 72,000 2.5" square hand 
thrown wooden blocks, missing only nine.  
His longest run without a miss was 14,540.

Perhaps his second-greatest claim to fame 
involved breaking through the somber facade 
of President “Silent Cal” Coolidge. The 30th 
president was known for being, in typical New 
England fashion, taciturn. It has been said that, 
at a reception, a society matron said to him, “Mr. 
President! I have a bet that I can make you say 
three words. The president replied, ‘You lose.’”

Coolidge was in the audience when Ad 
placed his rifle on the ground, tossed two eggs 
into the air, did a somersault, picked up the rifle 
and shot the eggs before they hit the ground. 
“The president not only laughed, he threw 
up his arms, clapped his hands and roared,” 
reported Ad.

While taking a walk on the New Haven Green 
during a visit to the Winchester plant in 1902, 
Ad met Elizabeth Servaty, who happened to 
work at Winchester as a .22 caliber cartridge 
assembler. He was smitten, and they soon 
married. The new Mrs. Topperwein had 
never handled a firearm but didn’t want to 
remain at home while Ad was on the road. 
He began teaching her how to shoot, and 
she soon excelled. It was during her early 
shooting lessons that she acquired her famous 
nickname. As the story goes, when she began 
learning how to shoot, tin cans were the 
targets of choice. When she scored a hit, there 
was a “plinking” sound, and she would confirm 
the hit with a joyous, “I plinked it,” and quickly 
Ad began calling her “Plinky.”

FEATURE  |  GOLDEN AGE
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It wasn’t long before, like Oakley and Butler, 
they were touring together, making their 
professional debut as husband and wife during 
an appearance at the St. Louis World’s Fair 
in 1904. The Topperweins showcased their 
shooting prowess with rifles, shotguns and 
pistols at a variety of targets. Ad reminisced.

“I taught her to shoot, and soon after we were 
married, Elizabeth was part of my act on my 
tours, shooting one-inch pieces of chalk from 
between my fingers, shooting empty shells 
off my fingers and other feats of skill. Later on, 
she won the title of world’s champion woman 
marksman. Winchester signed her, too, and we 
became widely known as the world’s greatest 
shooting team—The Famous Topperweins. 
Man, those were the days! Whole towns turned 
out to see us perform. Schools were closed in 
order that the kids might come and witness the 
crack shooting exhibitions.”

Plinky was an accomplished shotgun 
shooter, inducted into the Trapshooting Hall of 
Fame in its inaugural class along with Annie 
Oakley, who once told her, “Mrs. Top, you’re 
the greatest shot I’ve ever seen.” In 1904, she 
became the first woman to break 100 straight 
at trap, a feat she would repeat another 199 
times. During exhibitions, she would use a 
semi-automatic shotgun to break four targets 
thrown in the air simultaneously.

Ad and Plinky would shoot standing on their 
feet, heads, backs or back on their feet after 
doing a roll along the ground. The marbles, 
chalk, metal discs, assorted vegetables and 
eggs tossed into the air never stood a chance. 
Plinky’s specialty was shooting a pistol over 
her shoulder and sighting by looking into the 
mirror of her compact. Ad, a talented amateur 
artist, famously closed the act by sitting on a 
wooden ammunition crate and, using a .22 LR 

Thomas Frye after beating Topperwein’s wood block 
endurance world record in 1959.

Annie Oakley and Frank Butler were wed on June 20, 1882, 
in Windsor, Ontario, and joined Buffalo Bill five years later.
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rifle as a brush, drew the profile of Uncle Sam, 
or some other figure on an unmarked board or 
sheet of tin with bullet holes.

Plinky took time off from the act during 
the 1920s to raise their son, Laurence, later 
returning to the road. They toured military 
installations during World War II to raise 
morale, making their last tour together in 1943. 
Plinky passed away on Jan. 27, 1945. Ad was 
asked which Topperwein was the better shot. 
He diplomatically responded, “Well, I was 
best at some feats and she was best at others. 
Reckon it was a toss-up between us.” 

Ad went back on tour after Plinky’s passing 
until retiring in 1951, when Winchester 
kept him on the payroll as an advisor. In 
retirement, he kept himself busy with long 
daily walks, running a shooting camp and 
giving free shooting lessons. Age crept up 
on him, his hearing succumbing to a lifetime 
of firearm reports and his eyesight dimmed. 
Ad Topperwein died on Mar. 4, 1962, and was 
laid to rest next to Plinky under a headstone 
engraved “Keep Your Powder Dry.”

Others have followed in their large footsteps, 
Herb Parsons was Topperwein’s protégé and 
successor, promoting Winchester products for 
30 years. A member of the Trapshooting Hall 
of Fame, he was noted for being able to toss 
seven clay targets into the air and dust them 
all before they hit the ground with a 12-gauge 
Winchester Model 12 pump-action shotgun.

Parsons started with Winchester in 1929 as 
a salesman, and was giving exhibitions at 
military bases early in World War II, but soon 
found himself in the U.S. Army Air Corps as a 
gunnery instructor. After being demobilized, 
he quickly returned to Winchester. When 
Topperwein began looking for a successor, 
he selected Parsons. The two men worked 

together, both believing that realism, not rigged 
acts, was the best way to please a crowd. 

Parsons was a hunter and an international 
duck-calling champion, credited with 
originating the saying, “Go hunting with your 
boy today, and you won’t have to hunt for him 
tomorrow.” Taking a bit of time away from 
the road, he won the Grand American in 1954. 
His shows were lively with lots of pizzazz, 
as Parsons crisscrossed the country in a red 
Pontiac station wagon stuffed with his show 
supplies, giving as many as 130 shows a year. 
A PA system was hidden in a giant Winchester 
shotshell attached to the roof, where he 
announced his coming shows. Unfortunately, 
this remarkable showman’s life was altogether 
too short for, on Jul. 19, 1959, he suffered a 
heart attack and died at the age 51.

After World War II, Remington hired 
Thomas Frye, a former Ohio State policeman 
and Army Air Corps gunnery instructor as a 
field representative. He was an outstanding 
trap and skeet shooter who went on to win 
eight Grand Americans and became a Trap 
Shooting Hall of Fame inductee.

Frye made an assault on Topperwein’s 
endurance record, using three of the newly 
introduced Remington Nylon 66 .22 LR semi-
automatic rifles to hit 100,004 out of 100,010 
wooden blocks over a period of 14 straight 
days in Oct., 1959. Crusty and combative 
Col. Charles Askins Jr., well-known firearms 
writer, examined photos of Frye’s attempt 
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FOR MOST OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY, EXHIBITION 

SHOOTERS APPEARED AT 
STATE FAIRS AND GUN CLUBS. 
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and noted that the man tossing the blocks was 
standing just off Frye’s left shoulder, a more 
advantageous position as Topperwein’s block 
tossers stood 25 to 30 feet ahead in accordance 
with Carver’s dictates. Nevertheless, his 
remarkable display of endurance, timing and 
accuracy was recognized by the Guinness Book 
of World Records.

It was also reported Frye took muscle relaxants 
to ease him through his marathon. Topperwein’s 
only relief for his sore muscles was having 
Plinky help him dress and occasionally bathe 
his face with cool water during shooting, while 
a barber shaved him each morning. Even 
though he did not follow Carver’s rules, Frye 
received a gracious letter of congratulations from 
Topperwein who lauded him for “wonderful 
endurance and accuracy.” 

Most recently Tom Knapp, sponsored by 
CZ-USA, Benelli and the Federal Ammunition 
Company, would put on 100 live shows a year 
and made numerous TV appearances. Knapp’s 
claim to fame is that he could hand toss nine 
clay targets into the air, and using his sponsor’s 
semi-automatic shotgun, break them all in less 
than two seconds. He followed that by breaking 
Parson’s record of seven dusted clay discs by 
breaking eight hand-tossed clays with a pump 
shotgun in 1.87 seconds. Using a 12-gauge semi-
automatic shotgun with an extended magazine, 
he broke 10 hand tossed clays in 2.2 seconds. 
He was active through the mid-2010s and, like 
Parsons, passed away too young at 63 in 2013.

Sadly, the great exhibition shooters of the 
20th century are now all gone. Today, Smith & 
Wesson, Colt, Shell Shock, Springfield, Eley, 
Lapua and more sponsor competitive shooting 
teams to promote their products—making it 
unlikely we shall ever see the likes of the great 
exhibition shooters of the past again. •

Plinky Topperwein amazed 
audiences with her target 
shooting accuracy.

Ed McGivern, author of the still-in-print Fast and 
Fancy Revolver Shooting, was sponsored by Smith & 
Wesson. His Guinness Book of Records feat of firing 
five shots in 0.57 seconds from a revolver set in 1932 
(at the age of 57) still stands. 

"Doc" Carver moved to 
California in 1876 to hone 
his shooting skills. 

Herb Parsons, shown here with his famous station 
wagon, became the protégé of Ad Topperwein.
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NRA SANCTIONED 

To be listed, NRA must sanction matches by the 15th of the 
month, two months prior to the month of the magazine 
issue. If you are interested in entering a tournament, contact 
the individual listed. For any cancellations or changes to 
this listing, please contact Shelly Kramer: (703) 267-1459; 
mkramer@nrahq.org, NRA Competitive Shooting Division.
Due to current social-distancing measures, matches listed here 
are subject to rescheduling.

2021 NRA NATIONALS AT CAMP ATTERBURY
The 2021 NRA National Rifle and Pistol Championships at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind., will kick off with registration for the Smallbore 
Championships on Tuesday, Jul. 6. The Smallbore Nationals 
will continue until Sunday, Jul. 18. The Precision Pistol National 
Championships begin with check-in on Tuesday, Jul. 20 and will 
conclude with the awards ceremony on Sunday, Jul. 25, with the 
F-Class Mid-Range Nationals starting Friday, Jul. 23. Moving on 
to High Power, the Mid-Range Nationals will begin on Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, and Long-Range will close out the NRA High Power Rifle 
Championships with the awards ceremony on Thursday, Aug. 19. 
Finally, the NRA Extreme Long-Range Championship will begin 
on Friday, Aug. 20 and conclude Sunday, Aug. 21 as the last NRA 
National Championship to be held at Camp Atterbury in 2021.

View the full 2021 Camp Atterbury 
NRA National Championships sched-
ule here. For more information, please 
visit the NRA Competitive Shooting 
website at competitions.nra.org,  
call (877) 672-6282 or email  
comphelp@nrahq.org.
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Recreational Shooting (800) 672-7435

NRA Affiliated Clubs (800) 672-2582

Range Services (877) 672-7264

Competitive Shooting (877) 672-6282

Law Enforcement (703) 267-1640

Friends Of NRA (703) 267-1342

NRA Museums/ 
Gun Collector Programs (703) 267-1600
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Introducing Winchester® StaBALL™ 6.5

Finally, a BALL Powder® propellant with the temperature insensitivity of an 

extruded propellant. The world’s fi rst BALL Powder propellant with a burn rate 

specially optimized for popular precision rifl e chamberings like 6.5 Creedmoor 
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match-winning consistency and metering speed. Built to earn the trust 

of the world’s foremost precision rifl e experts.
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This Old Gun:  
Smith & Wesson 
.455 Hand Ejector
BY RICK HACKERThe Smith & Wesson 

Hand Ejector First 
Model, commonly 

referred to as the Triple 
Lock, is one of the most 

coveted large-frame revolvers of the 20th 
century. For many, this gracefully configured 
hunk of steel represents the epitome of the 
modern double-action, even though the 
Triple Lock dates from 1908. 

Also listed as the Smith & Wesson .44 Mili-
tary Model of 1908, the Triple Lock chambered 
a new cartridge specifically developed for it, the 
.44 Smith & Wesson Special, a slightly more 
powerful version of the older .44 Russian. 

Available blued or nickeled, and with barrel 
lengths of 4, 5, 6, 6½ and 7½ inches, with 

fixed or adjustable sights, the Triple Lock 
was also chambered in .44 Russian, .455 
Webley Mark II, .38-40 Win., .44-40 Win. and 
.45 Colt. A few were even chambered for an 
experimental .45 Smith & Wesson Special 
cartridge developed by Frankford Arsenal 
when the Triple Lock was entered into the 1907 
U.S. Army pistol trials, which resulted in the 
adoption of the M1911.

These guns can fetch as much as $1,750 on 
today’s market, according to the 38th Edition 
Blue Book for Gun Values, though more typical 
examples in the 65-percent condition range in 
price from $885 to $1,150. •

With an initial price tag of $21—a substantial sum back in 
those days—the Triple Lock was expensive to manufacture.

Gun: Smith & Wesson Hand Ejector First Model 
(Triple Lock)

Caliber: .455 Webley Mark II (part of the  
initial order, not to be confused with the  
808 Triple Locks that were converted for  
British use from .44 Spl.) 

Serial No: 34XX 

Manufactured: 1915 

Condition: 65 percent—NRA Good  
(Modern Gun Standards) 

Value: $885-$1,150

https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2020/8/27/this-old-gun-smith-wesson-455-hand-ejector
https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2020/8/27/this-old-gun-smith-wesson-455-hand-ejector
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