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Leupold FX-3 Silhouette Scope
I am in the process of building a long-

range rifle with a barrel from Krieger 
Barrels and a Kelbly’s action, but I am 
learning that it takes time. Excited to 
try Leupold’s FX-3 Silhouette 25x40 
mm scope, but knowing it will be some 
time yet before my rifle is finished, I 
convinced my dad to let me mount it on 
his long-range .308 in the meantime.

While I have heard good things 
about the FX-3 Silhouette scope from 
accomplished long-range shooters, 
I was unsure about the Leupold half 
minute dot reticle it came with. I sighted 
it in at 200 yards, as that is the range I 
have available to me at this time of the 
year. I did not have a match rifle sling to 
use, so I had to make do with shooting 
off a bag, conveniently stacked on an 
ammo can to add height. While I realize 
that this set up was not conducive to the 
most accurate shooting, it still served 
my main purposes – allowing me to 
get a feel for the scope and its benefits/
drawbacks. 

When I first looked through the scope 
I did not like it. It felt unnatural. I had 
never shot a rifle with only a dot and 
thinning crosshairs in the reticle before. 
I worked past this, not wanting a 
personal bias to impact giving a quality 
product a fair chance. At 200 yards on 
a SR-1 target, it was quite easy to see 
and cover the x with the dot. The scope 
clarity was amazing and it did not add 
much weight to the rifle. Even though I 
was able to repeatedly center the dot, I 
was not feeling confident in where my 
shots were going. The magnification 
was not quite what I was expecting. 
This was not a flaw of the scope but 
a gap between my expectation and 
the reality of what 25x magnification 
would look like applied to a high power 
target. This issue resolved itself when 
I saw my target – four shots were in 
group about the size of a half dollar. 
This gave me the mental confirmation 
I needed as well as a much greater trust 
in the scope and my ability to shoot 
well with it. I cannot wait to try it at 
1,000 yards and see what it can do. I 
will be sure to report on its long-range 
performance. 

Thank you to Leupold Optics and 
Junior Shooters Magazine for giving me 
the opportunity to review the Leupold 
FX-3 Silhouette scope. It taught me not 
to be afraid to try something new and to 
trust in the process. 
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.308 Rifle with the 
Leupold FX-3 Silhouette 

Serena zeroing the 
rifle at 200 yards. 
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After some sight adjustments, 
I had a nice group at 200 

yards especially considering 
that I did not have a match 

rifle sling to use. 


